Work for Week 6
We expect you to have finished Hodges by now.  If you have not, it is certainly time to put that right. From now on your work will be concentrated on past examination papers.  
[A]  on Designators
Here are several standard past-paper examples.  Which of the words or phrases in bold type are functioning as designators?  Explain your answers, and discuss any awkward cases.

Remember that the test is:  in order to grasp the full information content of the message that the sentence encodes, you have to know which object is in question.

And remember also that sentences can be ambiguous.

[a]
The richest man in the world is probably Japanese

[b]
It is raining

[c]
My favourite newspaper wasn’t published yesterday
[d]
The Guardian used to be my favourite newspaper
[e]
I can’t tell what counts as the right answer to this question
[f]
Something wicked this way comes

[g]
John isn’t my fiancé – we’re just good friends

[h]
The Yorkshire Ripper proved to be a man named Peter Sutcliffe
[i]
I do all my shopping at Marks and Spencer’s
[j]
Jack admires his mother
[k]
Every son admires his mother
[l]
The average family earns less than £1,000 per month

[m]
I didn’t realise that the masked man was the Lone Ranger
[n]
It’s inevitable that the number one seed will win her first match

[o]
The weather in Scotland never stays the same

[p]
The winner should arrive at the tape in five minutes

[q]
Whoever wrote the Iliad knew a lot about horses

[r]
Tuesday’s child is full of grace

[s]
Hitler used to be the Chancellor of Germany
[t]
The lion is a carnivore

[u]
Moses was so-called because of his destiny

[B] Predicate Tableaux and Counterexamples.  
From past papers:

Not too difficult:
PPE  Long Vacation 2002
Q.2

PPE  Trinity 2004

Q.2

PPE  Trinity 2003

Q.2

PPP  Hilary 2001

Q.2
Harder questions for the more ambitious:

PPE Trinity 2000

Q.2.

PPE Trinity 2001

Q.2

[C] Predicate formalisation

Take the following interpretation:


Domain:  the cast of Star Wars


v:       Vader


l:        Luke


b:       Ben


Wx:   x is a Wookie


Hx:    x is heroic


Jx:     x is a Jedi


Fxy:   x is stronger in the Force than y
and formalise the messages encoded by these sentences.  The first twelve are fairly easy, then it gets harder. If you think a sentence is ambiguous, first disambiguate it and then translate both disambiguations. 

1. All Jedi are heroic

2. No Wookies are Jedi

3. Yoda is not a heroic Wookie

4. Vader is stronger in the Force than any Wookie

5. Some Jedi are stronger in the force than Vader

6. Some Jedi are stronger in the force than any Wookie

7. If Vader is heroic, all Wookies are Jedi

8. If any Jedi is not heroic, Vader is stronger in the force than him or her.

9. If no Jedi is heroic, Vader is stronger in the force than anyone.

10. Vader is stronger in the Force than some Jedi

11. Only Luke and Ben are stronger in the Force than Vader

12. Only heroic Jedi are stronger in the Force than Vader

13. Any Wookie who is stronger in the Force than Vader is a heroic Jedi

14. No two Jedi are stronger in the Force than each other

15. No two Jedi are both stronger in the Force than Vader

16. If any Wookie is stronger in the Force than some Jedi, that Wookie is heroic

17. No Jedi who is less strong in the force than any of Luke, Ben, Vader and some Wookie is heroic. 

18. Any Jedi who is stronger in the force than Vader is also stronger in the force than anyone who is less strong in the force than some Wookie. 

[D] Relations 
This will be a large part of NEXT WEEK’S work. For now, make sure you are thoroughly familiar with the Relations section of Hodges. And look at some of the following past paper questions – don’t hand them in, but check that you understand the concepts. If not, you may find that next week’s work is OVERLOAD.
PPE Trinity 2001
Q.7

PPE Trinity 2003
Q.6
PPE Trinity 2004
Q.4
PPP Hilary 2001
Q.5
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