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Chromenes are fairly common retural nrocucts,

yrtually unknown until 1936, Mauy plant products possess
.phemlit‘- ruclevs hoving an isoprerold urdt attachsd to
cerbon @r oxygen, In chromenes both type of a atuiaciments
are prasent, slmul tanenusly eiving rise to a ring sysiem,
"'"."’"ﬁ.a; large mumber of comnculds o ceurring in plants coniain
the 2,2=-dlermethyl chromene system motable among them being
courarins, flavoroics and quinelines, +‘he 2,2-dimethyl unit
 represent a special case of an isopremnid system belng
uni ted sirul taneonsly to carbon and oxygen, Usually one
snch chromene urit is present in a molecule, but rccertly
comrounds containirg tw iromere urnits hive been cnwmurna
tered as m:tural procucts, Nearly all chromenes are 12,2
¢imethylchronrres formed by comiinirg one lsopremoid urit
v1th 2 phenolic :ysiem, with few excentions,
Faturally occuring chromenes have been clceszified
under followving he:cds:
| (1) simple chromenes
(substituled, Z,2-dimethyl, =nd % paieryl) Group
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(2) Chrémeno ) pyrones Group B
(3) Chromeno'« pyrones

( simple, xanthones, flavones and

@so flavones) Group C
(4) Chromeno chalcones Group D

Gereral methods of preperation of chromenes and

their general properties have been discussed, The different
paths suggested for Hogenesis have been dealt with, A list

of 150 maturally occuring chromenes with app.200 references

has been given,

160




