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UNIVERSITY OF ST ANDREWS
POSTGRADUATE SENATE REGULATIONS 2022-2023

1. COURT RESOLUTIONS

The University has the power to confer degrees under the various Court Ordinances and
Resolutions detailed below. The full text of each can be found on the University Court website.
The Senatus Academicus, with the approval of the University Court, has the power to make
regulations on any matters in order to give effect to these instruments.

Ordinance No.6 (Scottish Universities) — Regulations for the Degree of Doctors of Letters (DLitt)
(13 May 1959)

Ordinance No0.350 (General No.12) — Regulations for Research Students and Appointment of
Research Fellows (12 September 1960)

Resolution 1974 No.3 — Degree of the Doctor of Science (DSc) (18 March 1974)

Resolution 2001 No.3 — Degrees of Doctor of Engineering (DEng/EngD) Master of Engineering
(MENg), and Bachelor of Engineering (BEng) (8 March 2002)

Resolution 2003 No.2 — Degree of Doctor of Medicine (M.D.) (4 July 2003)
Resolution 2008 No.4 — Degree of Doctor of Performance (DPerf) (16 October 2009)
Resolution 2009 No.1 Degree of Master of Research in Medicine (26 February 2010)

Resolution 2011 No.1 — Award of Postgraduate Degrees, Postgraduate Diplomas and
Postgraduate Certificates (13 May 2011)

Resolution 2011 No.2 — Award of Graduate Diplomas and Graduate Certificates (13 May 2011)
Resolution 2014 No.1 — Degree of Master of Fine Arts (20 June 2014)

Resolution 2016 No.3 Degree of Master of Studies By Research (M.ST.) RES)) (20 January
2017)

Resolution 2018 No.2 — Degree of Doctor of Professional Practice (DProf) (26 October 2018)

2. SENATE REGULATIONS
A. REGULATIONS FOR POSTGRADUATE STUDENTS
I. Interpretation
1. Inthese Regulations, the following expressions shall have the meanings hereby assigned to

them:
“University” means the “University of St Andrews”
“Court” means the “University Court of the University of St Andrews”
“Faculty” means the Faculty of Arts, Divinity, Science or Medicine;
“School” means “an academic discipline or collection of disciplines

grouped together in an administrative unit”

“Centre for Doctoral Training” means  “centres for managing funded PhD degrees, which may
be in collaboration with other Universities, institutions or
employers”;

“Assistant Vice-Principal (Provost)” has delegated responsibility from the Vice-Principal
Education (Proctor) for all postgraduate matters;

"Head of School" means “the leader of a School who has delegated authority
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“SCQF Framework” means
“full-time study” means

“applicant” means
“matriculation” means
“student” means
“postgraduate” means

“Erasmus Mundus Masters” means

“exit award” means

“thesis” means

“portfolio” means

“module board” means
“‘examining committee” means

from the Master of the United College and Deputy
Principal to make academic and administrative
decisions for the School”. The Director of the Graduate
School for Interdisciplinary Studies shall be considered
a Head of School for the purposes of these regulations;

the “Scottish Credit and Qualifications Framework”;

“full-time study or the equivalent period of part-time
study, where the equivalent period for a programme is
normally twice the period specified”;

“a person applying to the University”;

“the process by which a student formally completes the
registration process at the University of St Andrews”

“a person who has been admitted to the University and
matriculated in the current academic session”;

“University studies or a student at a more advanced
level than a first degree”

“a collaborative masters programme delivered by the
University and at least one other higher education
institution”

“a lower award given when a student leaves

their programme of study before completing all of the
necessary requirements”;

“a specially composed monograph submitted for a
degree”;

“a body of work submitted for a doctoral degree”. A
portfolio may be submitted in lieu of a thesis in certain
programmes, or with permission from the Assistant
Vice-Principal (Provost).

"the board responsible for reporting module results”;
“the committee of such internal and external examiners
approved by the Assistant Vice-Principal (Provost)
responsible for examining a postgraduate research
degree”

"MLitt" means "Master of Letters"”, "MSc" means "Master of Science", "MRes" means "Master of
Research", "MSt(Res)" means "Master of Studies by Research”, "MSc(Res)" means "Master of
Science by Research”, “MSt(Res) means “Master of Studies by Research”, "MPhil" means
"Master of Philosophy”, "MFA" means "Master of Fine Arts", "DLang" means "Doctor of
Languages", "PhD" means "Doctor of Philosophy", “DPerf’ means “Doctor of Performing Arts”,
“DProf’ means “Doctor of Professional Practice”, "M.D." means "Doctor of Medicine",
"DEng/EngD" means "Doctor of Engineering", “DLitt” means “Doctor of Letters”, “DSc” means

“Doctor of Science”.

All policies directly referred to in the Senate Regulations can be found on the Governance Zone.

. AWARDS INCLUDING CREDIT-BEARING MODULES: POSTGRADUATE
CERTIFICATES, DIPLOMAS AND DEGREES OF MASTER OF FINE ARTS,
MASTER OF LETTERS, MASTER OF SCIENCE, MASTER OF RESEARCH,
MASTER OF PHILOSOPHY AND DOCTOR OF ENGINEERING.

All programmes that include credit-bearing modules must accord with the SCQF framework.
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There are two routes to the MPhil, one by completion of credit-bearing modules and submission
of a thesis as set out in section B.1.4., and one by research as set out in section C.1I. Both are
research degrees.

I. Postgraduate Certificates, Diplomas and postgraduate degrees with a taught element

1. A candidate who has, over a period of not more than two consecutive semesters for a full-
time or part-time student and two years for a distance-learning student:

A. gained at least 60 credits from taught modules, of which at least 40 credits are at 5000
level, in an approved programme; and

B. satisfied the module board for that programme; and
C. satisfied the fee requirements,
shall be awarded the Postgraduate Certificate.

The Postgraduate Certificate may also be awarded when a student admitted to a Master’s
programme leaves the programme after completing a certain proportion of the requirements
as above.

Postgraduate Certificates awarded as exit awards are unclassified and are pass/fail only.

2. A candidate who has, over a period of not more than 12 months for a full-time student, two
years for a part-time student and four years for a distance-learning student:

A. gained at least 120 credits, of which at least 90 credits are at 5000 level, in an approved
programme; and

B. satisfied the module board for that programme; and
C. satisfied the fee requirements,
shall be awarded the Postgraduate Diploma.

The Postgraduate Diploma may also be awarded when a student admitted to a Masters’
programme leaves the programme after completing a certain proportion of the requirements
as above.

Postgraduate Diplomas awarded as exit awards are unclassified and are pass/fail only.

3. Unless otherwise stated in an agreement with another institution, a candidate who has, over
a period of not more than one year for a full-time student, two years for a part-time student,
and five years for a distance-learning student:

A. gained at least 180 credits in an approved programme, of which at least 150 are at 5000
level, and which include a dissertation or equivalent; and

B. satisfied the module board in the assessments for that programme and in the
dissertation; and

C. satisfied the fee requirements,
shall be awarded the degree of MLitt or MSc or MRes, as appropriate.

4. Unless otherwise stated in an agreement with another institution, a candidate who has, over
a period of not more than two years for a full-time student, four years for a part-time student,
and six years for a distance-learning student:

A. gained at least 120 credits, of which at least 90 credits are at 5000 level, in an approved
programme; and

B. submitted a thesis of up to 40,000 words or, within a programme approved by the
Assistant Vice-Principal (Provost), the equivalent and appropriate alternative
assessment; and

C. satisfied the examining committee in the assessments for that programme and in the
dissertation; and
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D. satisfied the fee requirements,
shall, if the thesis is approved, be awarded the degree of MPhil.

5. Unless otherwise stated in an agreement with another institution, a candidate who has, over
a period of two years for a full-time student, four years for a part-time student, and six years
for a distance-learning student:

A. gained at least 120 credits in an approved programme; and

B. submitted an assessment appropriate to the degree and approved by the Assistant Vice-
Principal (Provost); and

C. satisfied the examining committee in the assessments for that programme; and
D. satisfied the fee requirements,
shall, if the thesis is approved, be awarded the degree of MFA.

6. The postgraduate MSc or MLitt Erasmus Mundus Masters will be awarded for the completion
of a programme consisting of at least 180 credits at 5000 level. All credits obtained must be
completed at the University or as part of a University approved joint programme offered with
another higher education institution. The degree awarded by the University will indicate that
the MSc/MLitt Erasmus Mundus Masters was completed in association with the other
approved institutions. Students who undertake such a programme and achieve 120 credits,
of which at least 60 credits were from the University, but select not to progress to one of the
partner institutions may be awarded the Postgraduate Diploma

7. Candidates for postgraduate awards with an English language requirement are permitted an
additional one semester for a full-time student, two semesters for a part-time student and
two years for a distance-learning student to meet the conditions of the award.

II. Admission to ataught postgraduate programme

1. To qualify for admission to a taught postgraduate programme a candidate must have
obtained a degree from a university in the United Kingdom or other qualification(s) deemed
equivalent by the Assistant Vice-Principal (Provost). Suitably qualified applicants may be
admitted direct to the second year of studies leading to the degree of MPhil.

2. Applications for admission to a taught postgraduate programme must be submitted to the
University Admissions Office, which shall have power, after consultation with the relevant
School/s, to admit applicants who are deemed to satisfy the requirements referred to in this
Regulation.

3. No applicant shall be eligible for admission and no student will be allowed to matriculate who
will thereby be registered simultaneously on multiple programmes leading to awards at this
or any other institution, except a) under the terms of an agreement between the University
and another institution, or b) with the permission of the Assistant Vice-Principal (Provost).

lll.  Mode of Study
1. Applicants will be admitted as full-time, part-time or distance-learning students.

2. All full-time students shall, for the duration of a programme taught solely in St Andrews, be
resident within a commutable distance of St Andrews in accordance with the Location of

Studies policy.

3. Students may request a change to their mode of study if they can satisfy the Assistant Vice-
Principal (Provost) that it is appropriate.

IV. Nature and Duration of the postgraduate taught programme

1. The Senatus Academicus, on the recommendation of the Assistant Vice-Principal (Provost),
shall prescribe the subjects in which postgraduate taught programmes may be offered.
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2. The Assistant Vice-Principal (Provost) shall approve, for each programme, the modules
which are available to students on that programme and, for each module, the method of
assessment and the credits to be awarded to a student who gains a pass grade in that
module.

3. The assessment for a module shall be by examination, by continuous assessment of course
work, or by a combination of both.

4. The Head of School shall appoint a person to supervise the student's dissertation research
studies, to whom the student shall report at least monthly and on such other occasions as
the supervisor may require. In exceptional circumstances, the Head of School may appoint
an additional supervisor from within or outwith the University. Where a student requires to
study for a period outwith St Andrews, the Assistant Vice-Principal (Provost) shall appoint an
additional external supervisor.

V. Registration

5. All students shall matriculate in each year of study, and shall commence their studies no
later than two weeks after the beginning of the programme.

6. A student's progress may be reviewed at the end of each semester of study, and at the
student’s request, a recommendation for registration into a different postgraduate degree
programme can be made to the Assistant Vice-Principal (Provost) by the Head of School in
accordance with the Postgraduate Change of Registration policy.

VI. Assessment and awards

1. Each candidate shall be examined by a module board, consisting of the professors, readers
and lecturers and any staff nominated through the Assistant Vice-Principal (Provost) to the
module board who conduct the programme and such external examiner(s) as the Assistant
Vice-Principal (Provost) may appoint.

2. Having completed all the work of a module, candidates shall complete the assessment for
the module by the end of the diet of examinations held at the end of the semester in which
teaching for the module ceases.

3. If a candidate fails to complete the assessment for a module through illness or other good
cause, the module board may arrange such special examinations outside the normal diet
and/or examine such submitted work as they deem necessary.

4. Where a student fails the assessment for a module, the module board may offer a re-
assessment, the exact form of which must be approved by the external examiner. Modules
passed at reassessment will be capped at 7.0 and this grade will be entered into the
algorithm for the classification of awards.

5. Once a pass grade has been achieved in a module a student cannot re-register for the
module.

6. Students whose progress is deemed by the Head of School to be unsatisfactory on the
grounds of failure to obtain 40 credits in one semester for a full time student, 20 credits in
one semester for a part-time student or 20 credits in one academic year for a distance
learning student may be required by the Assistant Vice-Principal (Provost) to terminate their
studies at any time of the year.

7. Students who falil to satisfy the requirements of a module by failure to submit work within
stipulated deadlines and after due warning, or who have been absent from the teaching of a
module for 2 continuous weeks, shall, save in exceptional circumstances and with the
permission of the Assistant Vice-Principal (Provost), have forfeited the right to continue to
attend the module, and may be required either to take Leave of Absence or to terminate their
studies at any time of the year.

8. A written report, signed by the module board, on each candidate who completes the taught
component of the programme shall be submitted to the Assistant Vice-Principal (Provost)
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and shall recommend that:

in the case of a candidate for the Postgraduate Certificate:

A. the Postgraduate Certificate be awarded; or

B. the candidate be allowed to re-register for the Postgraduate Diploma; or

C. the candidate not having achieved the required standard, no award should be made.
in the case of a candidate for the Postgraduate Diploma:

A. the Postgraduate Diploma be awarded; or

B. the candidate be allowed to re-register for the degree of MLitt, MSc, MFA, MPhil or
MRes; or

C. the candidate not having achieved the required standard, the Postgraduate Certificate be
awarded where so qualified; or

D. the candidate not having achieved the required standard, no award should be made.
in the case of a candidate for the degree of MLitt or MSc or MRes:

A. the candidate be allowed to re-register for the degree of MFA or MPhil; or

B. the candidate proceed to present the dissertation having satisfied regulation B.V1.4.; or
C. the candidate be awarded the Postgraduate Diploma where so qualified; or

D. the candidate be awarded the Postgraduate Certificate where so qualified; or

E. the candidate not having achieved the required standard, no award should be made.
in the case of a candidate for the degree of MFA:

A. the candidate be allowed to proceed to the second year of study; or

B. the candidate be allowed to re-register for the degree of MLitt; or

C. the candidate be awarded the Postgraduate Diploma where so qualified; or

D. the candidate be awarded the Postgraduate Certificate where so qualified; or

E. the candidate not having achieved the required standard, no award be made.

in the case of a candidate for the degree of MPhil:

A. the candidate be allowed to proceed to the second year of study; or

B. the candidate be allowed to re-register for the degree of MLitt, MSc or MRes; or

C. the candidate be awarded the Postgraduate Diploma where so qualified; or

D. the candidate be awarded the Postgraduate Certificate where so qualified; or

E. the candidate not having achieved the required standard, no award be made.

9. Students who attain the appropriate grade may be recommended for the award of the
degree of MLitt, MSc, or MRes, with either:

A. a classification of “Pass” where the candidate has achieved 180 credits in an approved
programme (of which 150 credits are at 5000 level) and the GPA achieved across those
credits ranges between 7.0 — 13.4.

B. or, a classification of “Merit” where the candidate has achieved 180 credits in an
approved programme (of which 150 credits are at 5000 level) and the GPA achieved
across those credits ranges between 13.5 — 16.4.

C. or, a classification of “Distinction” where the candidate has achieved 180 credits in an
approved programme (of which 150 credits are at 5000 level) and the GPA achieved
across those credits ranges between 16.5 — 20.0.

VIl. Dissertation for MLitt, MSc and MRes
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VIII.

The dissertation shall be submitted not later than twelve months from the date of the
commencement of the programme or the equivalent for part-time and distance-learning
students, or according to specific regulations pertinent to the programme of study.
Exceptionally a candidate may be permitted a further period of three months beyond the
reporting deadline in which to submit the dissertation with the permission of the Assistant
Vice-Principal (Provost).

Unless otherwise stated in an agreement with another institution, or with the special
permission of the Assistant Vice-Principal (Provost), the dissertation shall be written in
English and shall not exceed 15,000 words. Within a programme approved by the Assistant
Vice-Principal (Provost), the dissertation may be replaced by a form of assessment which
has equivalent academic standing. The approval of the Assistant Vice-Principal (Provost) is
also required for a dissertation containing extensive translations or quoted text to exceed
15,000 words.

The dissertation shall be prefaced with a declaration that it has been composed by the
candidate, that the work of which it is a record has been done by the candidate alone or is in
accordance with the School’s group dissertation guidelines, and that is has not been
accepted in any previous application for any degree.

The dissertation shall be submitted according to the school requirements but shall not be
required to be deposited in the University Library. One copy may, however, be retained in
the School.

The dissertation shall be examined by at least two internal examiners.

The module board shall, on the basis of the written report of the examiners for the taught
component and of their assessment of the dissertation and, if applicable, any oral
examination required, recommend to the Senatus Academicus, through the Assistant Vice-
Principal (Provost), either:

A. that the degree of MLitt or MSc or MRes be awarded; or

B. the dissertation not having reached the required standard, the Postgraduate Diploma be
awarded where so qualified (unless otherwise stated in an agreement with another
institution).

A candidate who has been permitted to proceed to the dissertation element of the MLitt or
MSc or MRes but does not submit the dissertation may apply to the Senatus Academicus for
the award of the Postgraduate Diploma.

Thesis for MPhil and MFA

The thesis shall be submitted not later than the end of the final year of study. The thesis is
expected to constitute an original contribution to knowledge consistent with what may
reasonably be expected of a diligent student after one year of full-time research. It should be
clearly written, well argued and should indicate a satisfactory knowledge of the field of study.

The thesis shall be written in English. The normal maximum length of the thesis will be
40,000 words, excluding bibliography.

Within any programme approved by the Assistant Vice-Principal (Provost), a different form of
assessment, which has equivalent academic standing, may replace the thesis. Examples of
such equivalents for the MFA are 40,000 words for creative prose; forty pages of poetry or
90 minutes of performance.

The candidate shall, unless previously agreed, provide an electronic copy of the thesis in an
approved format.

An abstract (not exceeding 300 words in length) of the thesis shall be submitted for the
approval of the examiners. The abstract (and, where appropriate, the summary) shall be
bound in with the thesis.

In exceptional circumstances the Assistant Vice-Principal (Provost) may give permission for
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the thesis to be presented in a different medium.
7. The introduction to the thesis shall be prefaced by:

A. a declaration that the thesis has been composed by the candidate, that the work of which
it is a record has been done by that candidate, and that it has not been accepted in any
previous application for any degree;

a statement of the date of the candidate’s admission as a research student;
a statement by the supervisor that the Regulations have been fulfilled;
a statement of access or embargo to the thesis; and

mo o W

where a third party has been utilised to correct the written language in the thesis, a
statement indicating that such assistance has been used.

8. The thesis shall give evidence of the candidate’s capacity for independent research.

9. Reprints of published papers are not accepted in lieu of the formal thesis, which should take
the form of a specially composed monograph.

10. For the thesis at least two examiners shall be appointed, one of whom must be an external
examiner. The supervisor may not normally be a member of the examining committee,
although the examining committee may invite the supervisor to submit a report and attend
any oral examination deemed necessary by the examiners.

11. The examiners shall recommend to the Assistant Vice-Principal (Provost):

A. that the thesis be approved and the degree of MPhil or MFA be awarded, subject to the
making of any purely typographical corrections and revisions; or

B. that the thesis be not accepted in its present form but that the candidate be given the
opportunity to make minor corrections to the thesis within a period of three months of
intimation to the candidate of the decision of the examining committee and that, upon the
convener of the committee being satisfied that these minor corrections have been
effected, the thesis be approved and the degree of MPhil or MFA be awarded; or

C. that the thesis be not accepted in its present form but that the candidate be given the
opportunity to revise the thesis and resubmit it for re-examination within six months of
intimation to the candidate of the decision of the examining committee—this
recommendation meaning that the candidate must resubmit a corrected thesis, pay a
resubmission fee, and be re-examined, though the examiners have the right to waive a
further oral examination; or

D. that the thesis be rejected, and that the candidate be awarded the degree of MLitt, MSc,
or Postgraduate Diploma where the work meets the required standard and is so
gualified.

12. The Assistant Vice-Principal (Provost), once satisfied that all requirements of the
Regulations have been observed, shall transmit the joint recommendations of the examiners
to the Senatus Academicus.

IX. Resubmission of thesis for MPhil and MFA

1. If a recommendation to the Senatus Academicus is made for resubmission by an examining
committee the candidate shall receive in writing from the convener of the committee a
detailed list of corrections and revisions deemed to be necessary by the examiners. The
candidate shall be expected to take these into account in any resubmission of the thesis.

2. Where students are required to revise and resubmit the thesis, they shall be permitted a
maximum word limit of 45,000 words.

3. On resubmission of the thesis and payment of the appropriate fee the examining committee
shall be reconvened and a further examination be conducted. The convener of the
committee may recommend to the Assistant Vice-Principal (Provost) that the requirement of
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the oral examination be waived, if it is the unanimous opinion of the examining committee
that the thesis should be accepted.

In the event of an oral examination being required, the Assistant Vice-Principal (Provost)
may recommend the appointment of an appropriate neutral third party observer.

If the original examining committee cannot be reconvened then the Senatus Academicus
shall have the power to appoint a new committee to examine the thesis.

The examining committee shall make one of the following recommendations to the Senatus
Academicus:

A. that the thesis be approved and the degree of MPhil or MFA be awarded, as appropriate;
or

B. that the thesis be approved and the degree of MPhil or MFA be awarded subject to minor
corrections to be completed within three months and approved by the convener; or

C. that the thesis be rejected, and that the candidate be awarded the degree of MLitt, MSc,
or Postgraduate Diploma where the work meets the required standard and is so
gualified.

C. AWARDS FOR RESEARCH ONLY: MSc(Res), MSt(Res), MPhil (by research

route) and PhD

Degree of MSc(Res) or MSt(Res)

A candidate who has, over a period of one year for a full-time student, two years for a part-
time student and four years for a distance-learning student:

A. satisfied the examining committee in the assessment for the programme; and

B. submitted a thesis of up to 30,000 words or, within a programme approved by the
Assistant Vice-Principal (Provost), the equivalent and appropriate alternative
assessment; and

C. satisfied the fee requirements,
shall, if the thesis is approved, be awarded the degree of MSc(Res) or MSt(Res).
Degree of MPhil (by research route)

A candidate who has, over a period two years for a full-time student, four years for a part-
time student and six years for a distance-learning student:

A. satisfied the examining committee in the assessment for the programme; and

B. submitted a thesis of up to 60,000 words or, within a programme approved by the
Assistant Vice-Principal (Provost), the equivalent and appropriate alternative
assessment; and

C. satisfied the fee requirements,

shall, if the thesis is approved, be awarded the degree of MPhil.

Degree of Doctor of Philosophy (PhD)

A candidate who has:

A. satisfied the examining committee in the assessment for the programme; and

B. submitted a thesis of up to 80,000 words or, within a programme approved by the
Assistant Vice-Principal (Provost), the equivalent and appropriate alternative assessment
OR submitted an approved portfolio of published work; and

C. satisfied the fee requirements,
shall be awarded the degree of PhD.
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2. For the purpose of these regulations PhD is understood to include both DLang and
DEng/EngD when DLang or DEng/EngD is not explicitly stated.

IV. Admission to all postgraduate research degrees

1. Applicants for admission to postgraduate research study must make written application to
the University Admissions Office for consideration by the relevant School, stating:

A. the nature of the academic or equivalent qualifications which they already possess;
B. the nature of the research they wish to pursue;

C. the names of at least two individuals who will be prepared to comment on their suitability
as research students.

2. On receipt of the application the Head of School must be satisfied that:
A. the applicant is suitably qualified;

B. the research can be carried out effectively with the facilities available in the University or
in exceptional circumstances in any institution approved by the Assistant Vice-Principal
(Provost);

C. aprofessor, reader or lecturer in the University, or in exceptional circumstances some
other properly qualified person, is prepared to supervise the work OR that adequate and
appropriate supervision can be provided;

D. an application for a research degree is considered by more than one member of the
School’s staff, at least one of whom should be research active, and with experience of
the subject area.

3. The Head of School may recommend admission of applicants, who satisfy conditions 2 A.-C.
The Vice-Principal Education (Proctor) has overall responsibility to monitor the management
of postgraduate study.

4, Suitably qualified students, for example students with an existing Masters degree in a
cognate area, may be granted direct entry to the second year of the MPhil (by research
route) with the permission of the Assistant Vice-Principal (Provost).

5. Admitted applicants will normally be full-time students although those in full-time
employment may not be so registered except with the written permission of their employer.
Members of staff of the University may be permitted to register full-time if they can satisfy the
Assistant Vice-Principal (Provost) that:

A. where they are funded from external sources, these bodies have given their permission;

B. the work on which they are engaged as full-time employees of the University is of
sufficient scope and originality as to be appropriate for study as part of a higher degree;

C. the level and character of supervision offered to the member of staff is in no way
incompatible with that normally associated with study for a higher degree;

D. that, to qualify for staff rates of fees, they satisfy the requirements that their contract must
begin before or simultaneously with, the start of the degree course. Proof of staff status
will be required prior to matriculating each year.

6. No students of the University who subsequently become employees during their studies are
eligible for these concessions. Part-time students are only eligible if their contracts of
employment reach the minimum 18.125 hours per week or 0.5fte and are on either a
teaching contract of 10 months or more, or a non-teaching contract of 12 months or more.

7. Employees of the University who claim the concessionary staff rate may not simultaneously
hold University scholarships or UK Research Council Scholarships for fees or living costs,
and must have the permission of the head of their employing unit, and the Head of the
School in which they will undertake the study, to apply for the concessionary fee.

8. Eligibility will be assessed by the University Fees Officer.
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9. Where full-time registration by a member of staff is approved, the appropriate full-time fee
will be payable. Notwithstanding, members of staff in either full-time or part-time employment
may choose to study part-time. Other applicants, who are not members of staff, may study
part-time only if they can satisfy the Senatus Academicus that inadequate time is available
for full-time study.

10. No applicant shall be eligible for admission and no student will be allowed to matriculate who
will thereby be registered simultaneously on multiple programmes leading to awards at this
or any other institution, except a) under the terms of an agreement between the University
and another institution, or b) with the permission of the Assistant Vice-Principal (Provost).

V. Admission to PhD

1. The Senatus Academicus may admit as candidates for the degree of PhD persons who have
been admitted as research students of the University and who have been recommended to
register as PhD students by the Assistant Vice-Principal (Provost). In exceptional
circumstances the Senatus Academicus may admit as a candidate for the degree of PhD a
student who can satisfy the Assistant Vice-Principal (Provost) that they already have
adequate qualifications and for whom a supervisor can be appointed.

2. The Senatus Academicus may enter into an agreement with other universities, including
those overseas, to permit joint supervision of students studying for doctorates leading to joint
degrees.

A. Where such agreements have been made, the Senatus Academicus may admit a
student who can satisfy the Assistant Vice-Principal (Provost) that they are adequately
gualified and that suitable supervisory and monitoring arrangement(s) can be made in
both institutions into a jointly supervised degree programme.

B. Appropriate joint agreement(s) shall be signed between the two institutions. The purpose
of the agreement(s) is:

i. to delineate the collective and individual responsibilities of the institutions in relation
to the provision, management, monitoring, evaluation and development of the
programmes.

ii. toagree a programme for each individual student.

C. One of the two institutions will act as the lead institution and the student will then be
subject to the academic regulations of the lead institution.

D. An appropriate arrangement as to payment and distribution of fees will be made between
the two institutions concerned.

3. Overseas students whose first language is not English must provide evidence of
competence in written and spoken English as well as meeting the other entrance
requirements. A satisfactory result in a test of English language competence recognised by
the University is acceptable. If a student is admitted who does not have satisfactory scores,
they will be required to attend, and to attain a satisfactory standard in, a course at the
University in language, study skills and cultural orientation before the session begins.

4. Every research student shall be required to matriculate and pay the appropriate fee. All fees
are subject to annual revision and the revised fees will apply to all students.

VI.  Student progress

1. All postgraduate research students and supervisors are required to conduct their research
and supervision in accordance with the requirements of the University’s policies for
postgraduate research students.

2. All postgraduate research students shall be allocated supervision in accordance with the
Policy for Supervision of Postgraduate Research Students.

3. All postgraduate research students are required to undertake postgraduate study and
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training as is laid down by the Postgraduate Research Committee and by the Head of
School in which they undertake their research. This training is initially drawn up in a
“schedule of research skills needs” at first matriculation and should include training in
research methods and appropriate generic and transferable skills.

All research students will undergo an annual progress review in accordance with the Policy
on Progress Reviews and Termination of Studies for Postgraduate Research Students.

If serious problems emerge regarding a student’s progress, their studies may be terminated
in accordance with the Policy on Progress Reviews and Termination of Studies for
Postgraduate Research Students.

A research student shall have the right of appeal against a decision made under the
procedures in 4 and 5, above in accordance with the University Policy on Student Academic

Appeals.
If academic misconduct relating to work assessed as part of a qualification awarded by the

University is at any time proven against someone holding such a qualification, the University
reserves the right to withdraw or reclassify the qualification awarded.

Mode of study

Candidates in full-time employment may not register as full-time students except with the
written permission of their employer and the University.

All full-time students shall, for the duration of a programme delivered solely in St Andrews,
be resident within a commutable distance of St Andrews in accordance with the Location of

Study policy.
Duration and place of study

Every candidate for the degree of MPhil shall pursue a course of special study or research in
the University during a period of two years or its equivalent for part-time and distance
learning students. Every candidate for the degree of PhD, except under 2 below, shall
pursue a course of special study or research in the University during a period of three years
or its equivalent for part-time students.

Where students have been admitted under regulation C.V.2 their studies will be pursued in
both institutions for such periods of time as are jointly agreed or, with the permission of the
Assistant Vice-Principal (Provost) or similar representatives of both institutions, at an
external location provided that both parties are satisfied that the necessary facilities exist for
the pursuit of the special study or research and that it will be done under adequate
supetrvision.

The Senatus Academicus shall have the power to permit candidates, on the
recommendation of the Assistant Vice-Principal (Provost), to pursue elsewhere their special
study and research during the whole or part of the period, provided that the Senatus
Academicus is satisfied that the necessary facilities exist for the pursuit of the special study
or research and that it is being done under adequate supervision.

Where a supervisor joins the staff of the University, the Assistant Vice-Principal (Provost)
shall have the power to admit the MPhil (by research route) or PhD students of that member
of staff to the University, accrediting the research performed by that student in the previous
institution. The student will be able to graduate with a degree from the University if the period
of full registration at the University equals or exceeds one year. If the student's full
registration at the University is less than one year, then the student can be admitted to the
University but will have to submit the research for examination by the original institution. It is
the incoming student's responsibility to ensure that such arrangements do not infringe the
regulations of the original institution.

Work done during any academic year may be reckoned as having been pursued over twelve
months for a full-time student and over six months for a part-time student, unless otherwise
agreed by the Assistant Vice-Principal (Provost) on the recommendation of the supervisor.

Page 13 of 41 The University of St Andrews is a charity registered in Scotland, No: SC013532


https://www.st-andrews.ac.uk/policy/academic-policies-student-progression-progress-reviews-and-termination-of-studies-for-pgr-students/pgr-progress-review-termination.pdf
https://www.st-andrews.ac.uk/policy/academic-policies-student-progression-progress-reviews-and-termination-of-studies-for-pgr-students/pgr-progress-review-termination.pdf
https://www.st-andrews.ac.uk/students/rules/appeals/policy/
https://www.st-andrews.ac.uk/students/rules/appeals/policy/
https://www.st-andrews.ac.uk/policy/academic-policies-learning-and-teaching-location-of-studies/location-of-studies.pdf
https://www.st-andrews.ac.uk/policy/academic-policies-learning-and-teaching-location-of-studies/location-of-studies.pdf

6. Work done during a summer vacation may be reckoned as having been carried out during
three months (six weeks for part-time students) provided that the supervisor certifies it as
being equivalent to three months of full-time study (or six weeks study for part-time
students).

7. The thesis shall be normally presented after 3 years and after no more than 4 years of study
as a matriculated student or the equivalent for part-time students, except where external
bodies stipulate otherwise. Exceptionally the thesis may be presented after 2 years of study
as a matriculated student, or the equivalent for part-time students.

IX. Submission and examination of the MSc(Res) or MSt(Res) thesis

1. The thesis shall be submitted not later than the end of the first year of study, or the equivalent
period for a part-time or distance learning student. A candidate may apply for a further period
of three months within which to submit the thesis. The thesis is expected to constitute an
original contribution to knowledge consistent with what may reasonably be expected of a
diligent student after one year of full-time research. It should be clearly written, well argued
and should indicate a satisfactory knowledge of the field of study.

2. The thesis shall be written in English unless, where the original intention was a PhD, the
Assistant Vice-Principal (Provost) has given special permission for another language to be
used. The normal maximum length of the thesis will be 30,000 words, excluding bibliography.

3. At least one copy of the thesis shall be submitted according to the School requirements but
shall not be required to be deposited in the University Library. A copy may, however, be
retained in the School.

4. An abstract (not exceeding 300 words in length) of the thesis shall be submitted for the
approval of the examiners. In the case of a thesis written in a foreign language there shall be
a summary in English of between 1,000 and 3,000 words in addition to an abstract in English.
The abstract (and, where appropriate, the summary) shall be included in with the thesis.

5. In exceptional circumstances the Assistant Vice-Principal (Provost) may give permission for
the thesis to be presented in a different medium.

6. The introduction of the thesis shall be prefaced by:

A. a declaration that the thesis has been composed by the candidate, and that the work of
which it is a record has been done by that candidate, and that it has not been accepted
in any previous application for any degree;

B. a statement of the date of the candidate’s admission as a research student;
a statement by the supervisor that the Regulations have been fulfilled;

D. where a third party has been utilised to correct the written language in the thesis, a
statement indicating that such assistance has been used.

7. The thesis will give evidence of the candidate’s capacity for independent research.

Reprints of published papers are not accepted in lieu of the formal thesis, which should take
the form of a specially composed monograph.

9. The thesis shall be examined by at least two internal examiners. The supervisor may not
normally be a member of the examining committee, although the examining committee may
invite the supervisor to submit a report and attend any oral examination deemed necessary
by the examiners. In exceptional circumstances, the committee may recommend that an oral
examination take place if the committee deem it necessary.

10. The examiners shall recommend to the Assistant Vice-Principal (Provost):

A. that the thesis be approved and the degree of MSt(Res) or MSc(Res) be awarded, save
for the making of any purely typographical corrections or revisions; or

B. that the thesis be not accepted in its present form but that the candidate be given the
opportunity to make minor corrections to the thesis within a period of three months of
intimation to the candidate of the decision of the examining committee and that, upon the
convener of the committee being satisfied that these minor corrections have been
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effected, the thesis be approved and the degrees of MSt(Res) or MSc(Res) be awarded;
or

C. that the thesis not be accepted in its present form but that the candidate be given the
opportunity to revise the thesis and resubmit it for re-examination within six months of
intimation to the candidate of the decision of the examining committee — this
recommendation meaning that the candidate must resubmit a corrected thesis, pay any
resubmission fee, and be re-examined; or

D. that the thesis be rejected, and no award made.

11. The Assistant Vice-Principal (Provost), once satisfied that all requirements have been
observed, shall transmit the joint recommendation of the examiners to the Senatus
Academicus.

X.  Resubmission of the MSc(Res) or MSt(Res) thesis

1. If a recommendation to the Senatus Academicus is made for resubmission by an examining
committee the candidate shall receive in writing from the convener of the committee a detailed
list of corrections and revisions deemed to be necessary by the examiners. The candidate
shall be expected to take these into account in any resubmission of the thesis.

2. Where students are required to revise and resubmit the thesis, they shall be permitted a
maximum word limit of 35,000 words.

3. On resubmission of the thesis and payment of any required fee the examining committee
shall be reconvened and a further examination be conducted. In exceptional circumstances,
the convener of the committee may recommend that an oral examination take place if the
committee deem it necessary.

4. In the event of an oral examination being required, the Assistant Vice-Principal (Provost)
may recommend the appointment of an appropriate neutral third-party observer.

5. If the original examining committee cannot be reconvened then the Senatus Academicus
shall have the power to appoint a new committee to examine the thesis.

6. The examining committee shall make one of the following recommendations to the Senatus
Academicus:

A. that the thesis be approved and the degree of MSt(Res) or MSc(Res) be awarded; or
B. that the thesis be approved and the degree of MSt(Res) or MSc(Res) be awarded
subject to minor corrections to be completed within three months and approved by
the convener; or
C. that the thesis be rejected and no award made.
XI.  Submission and examination of the MPhil (by research route) thesis

1. The thesis shall be submitted not later than the end of the second year of study, or the
equivalent period for a part-time or distance-learning student. A candidate will be permitted a
further period of six months for a full-time student, or 12 months for a part-time student,
within which to submit the thesis. The thesis is expected to constitute an original contribution
to knowledge consistent with what may reasonably be expected of a diligent student after
two years of full-time research. It should be clearly written, well argued and should indicate a
satisfactory knowledge of the field of study.

2. The thesis shall be written in English unless, where the original intention was a PhD, the
Assistant Vice-Principal (Provost) has given special permission for another language to be
used. The normal maximum length of the thesis will be 60,000 words, excluding
bibliography.

3. The candidate shall, unless previously agreed, provide an electronic copy of the thesis in an
approved format.

4. An abstract (not exceeding 300 words in length) of the thesis shall be submitted for the
approval of the examiners. In the case of a thesis written in a foreign language there shall be
a summary in English of between 1,000 and 3,000 words, in addition to an abstract in
English. The abstract (and, where appropriate, the summary) shall be included with the
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thesis.

5. In exceptional circumstances the Assistant Vice-Principal (Provost) may give permission for
the thesis to be presented in a different medium.

6. The introduction to the thesis shall be prefaced by:

A. adeclaration that the thesis has been composed by the candidate, that the work of which
it is a record has been done by that candidate, and that it has not been accepted in any
previous application for any degree;

a statement of the date of the candidate's admission as a research student;
a statement by the supervisor that the Regulations have been fulfilled;
a statement of access or embargo to the thesis; and
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where a third party has been utilised to correct the written language in the thesis, a
statement indicating that such assistance has been used.

7. The thesis shall give evidence of the candidate's capacity for independent research.

8. Reprints of published papers are not accepted in lieu of the formal thesis, which should take
the form of a specially composed monograph.

9. For the thesis at least two examiners shall be appointed, one of whom must be an external
examiner. The supervisor may not normally be a member of the examining committee,
although the examining committee may invite the supervisor to submit a report and attend
any oral examination deemed necessary by the examiners.

10. The examiners shall recommend to the Assistant Vice-Principal (Provost):

A. that the thesis be approved and the degree of MPhil be awarded, subject to the making
of any purely typographical corrections and revisions; or

B. that the thesis be not accepted in its present form but that the candidate be given the
opportunity to make minor corrections to the thesis within a period of three months of
intimation to the candidate of the decision of the examining committee and that, upon the
convener of the committee being satisfied that these minor corrections have been
effected, the thesis be approved and the degree of MPhil be awarded; or

C. that the thesis be not accepted in its present form but that the candidate be given the
opportunity to revise the thesis and resubmit it for re-examination within six months of
intimation to the candidate of the decision of the examining committee - this
recommendation meaning that the candidate must resubmit a corrected thesis, pay a
resubmission fee, and be re-examined, though the examiners have the right to waive a
further oral examination; or

D. that the thesis being of sufficient merit, the candidate be awarded the degree of
MSc(Res) or MSt(Res); or

E. that the thesis be rejected, and that no award made.

11. The Assistant Vice-Principal (Provost), once satisfied that all requirements of the
Regulations have been observed, shall transmit the joint recommendations of the examiners
to the Senatus Academicus.

12. A student who has been admitted to the MPhil (by research route) may apply to the Senatus
Academicus to submit a thesis for the award of the degree of MSc(Res) or MSt(Res) if they
are unable or unwilling to fulfil the requirements of the MPhil.

Xll.  Resubmission of the MPhil (by research route) thesis

1. If arecommendation to the Senatus Academicus is made for resubmission by an examining
committee the candidate shall receive in writing from the convener of the committee a
detailed list of corrections and revisions deemed to be necessary by the examiners. The
candidate shall be expected to take these into account in any resubmission of the thesis.
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Where students are required to revise and resubmit the thesis, they shall be permitted a
maximum word limit of 70,000 words.

On resubmission of the thesis and payment of the appropriate fee the examining committee
shall be reconvened and a further examination be conducted. The convener of the
committee may recommend to the Assistant Vice-Principal (Provost) that the requirement of
the oral examination be waived, if it is the unanimous opinion of the examining committee
that the thesis should be accepted.

In the event of an oral examination being required, the Assistant Vice-Principal (Provost)
may recommend the appointment of an appropriate neutral third party observer.

If the original examining committee cannot be reconvened then the Senatus Academicus
shall have the power to appoint a new committee to examine the thesis.

The examining committee shall make one of the following recommendations to the Senatus
Academicus:

A. that the thesis be approved and the degree of MPhil be awarded; or

B. that the thesis be approved and the degree of MPhil be awarded subject to minor
corrections to be completed within three months and approved by the convener; or

C. that the thesis being of sufficient merit, the candidate be awarded the degree of
MSc(Res) or MSt(Res); or

D. that the thesis be rejected and no award made.
Nature of study for the PhD by thesis or portfolio

The degree of PhD is granted only for original research or higher study the result of which is
presented in a specially composed thesis or as a portfolio of published work. The original
research or higher study must be carried out on a topic approved by the Head of School who
shall appoint a supervisor. The thesis or portfolio shall constitute a significant and original
contribution to knowledge or understanding consistent with what may reasonably be expected
of a diligent student after 