
Digitisation of the Cypriot Archaeological collection in the School of Classics 

 

In the summer of 2015 we were most fortunate to have been able to employ Sophia Mirashrafi to 

undertake a programme of 3-D scanning of objects from the Cypriot Archaeological collection through 

the Undergraduate Research Assistantship scheme.  

 

In the past few years we have been working on digitising the collection, using laser scanning to create 3D 

models of a selection of the artefacts (see figs 1-5) (https://arts.st-andrews.ac.uk/bridges-collection/). This 

work has been conducted as part of student projects (particularly that of Cathy Cruickshank, a 

postgraduate student in museum studies) and we have been very pleased with the results which have 

demonstrated the potential of our approach. As part of the on-going research project, thanks to the 

support of the Undergraduate Research assistant scheme, Sophia began to use different methods of 

making the 3
rd

 images through photogrammetry (Fig. 1). The 3-D models were created using 123D 

Catch (Figs 2-3). This has made the process less time consuming and more user friendly for a wider 

audience. Her work on the collection has led to the production of different qualities of 3D images that 

are suitable for an academic as well as non-academic user (http://www.123dapp.com/MyCorner/ssm9-

26457812/models).  

 

Once Sophia created the 3-D models of the objects she set up a Virtual Museum for the material in 

Omeka Fedora (Fig 5). She has researched the material and used her archaeological skills to define 

contextual connections. This has the potential to create a valuable teaching tool in the future. In due 

course we intend to make the 3D Virtual Museum available through the university website that 

integrates presentation of digital representations of the collections, with detailed interpretation of the 

objects in the collection and provides an overarching narrative linking the objects to Cypriot and wider 

history (Fig. 5). Sophia brought a number of valuable skills to the project, her archaeological knowledge, 

her research skills, vison and importantly her IT skills. It would have been difficult to find a more able 

student than Sophia for this project and we are very grateful to her and the university for this work.  

 

 

 

Encls: Figs. 1-5 
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Figures (all by Sophia Mirashrafi):  

 

Fig 1: Iron Age juglet, original photograph 

 

 

Fig. 2 Processing images on 123D Catch 

 



 

 

Fig. 3 Preperation of text and details on 123D Catch (Note the views & likes which even before it is 

processed shows 157 downlo 

 

 

 

Fig. 4 Upload onto the Omeka Archive 

 

 

 



 

Fig. 5 Publish on the Omeka website 

 

 

 


