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Background about the Centre



Our goals
-Each student shares their opinions first and often.

-Each student does some writing in the session.
-Each student learns more things they can DO to 

improve future texts. 



Our theoretical approach
Following insights from The Bedford Guide for Writing Tutors

Process Pedagogy (not Product)

Student-centred (they guide the session, talk first)

Writing to Learn (i.e. learning by doing)

Or what might be called…

Practical/functional Writing--focusing on building better practices.



Our role

Putting skills and concepts to work on the page. 



What happens?
A story of a tutorial.



Discussion
Tell me about the text. 

Where are you in the process?
What’s working, what’s not?

What would you like to focus on?



Assess the text
Word level, sentence level, paragraph level, essay 

level is often useful to students. 



Engage with the text. 
Read aloud--ready to graffiti (word, sentence, paragraph level)

Reverse outline (paragraph level)

Underline topic sentences and transition sentences (sentence, paragraph level)

Rewrite research question, thesis statement, and essay map (sentence level)

Circle the main subject of problematic sentence, maybe move? (sentence level)

Paste into HemingwayApp or EditMinion for visualisation (word, sentence level)
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Let’s talk about process.
How did we get here?



Invention
The importance of low-stakes writing.



Low-stakes writing: it’s ok to make mistakes. 
Freewrite

List

Mind map

Outline

Comic strip

Dialog

Whatever...



Most common tip:
Annotated bibliography is your bestest friend. 



Annotated
Bibliography-->



Work better, write better

Effective writing is not the product of a brilliant mind.
 

It is the product of an efficient, thoughtful worker. 



How does this help us understand 
coherence and cohesion?



Questions?
J.B.Franklin@soton.ac.uk


