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Rural Coastal Communities: Ripe for Development?
Rural coastal communities in developed countries come in many guises.  At the basic level of a production economy, they have been, or still are, based on the fishing industry from catching to processing.   Fisheries such as these have been compromised over the last two decades, with national parks being introduced such as in coastal Victoria, Australia, or fish stocks being depleted such as in Northern Hyogo Prefecture, Japan.  Other rural coastal communities face new challenges as the ‘sea-change’ movement and tourism add greater dimensions and challenges to rural coastal infrastructure.  Questions arise as the rural coastal becomes ripe for (re) development.  
· Do these communities have planned guidelines for development?  
· What are the conflicts that arise between established locals and newcomers, or are there strategies that create harmony?  
· What infrastructure needs and boundaries are required to support expanding rural coastal populations?  
· Will these further opportunities for development, compromise the local systems of community already in place? 
· Situated within these issues are the expectations that the local community member is the guardian of their coastal environment, but as permanent and holiday ‘life-stylers’ establish themselves in these rural coastal communities, where is their responsibility in maintaining the ‘adopted’ rural coastal environment?  
In bucolic scenarios, mature-economy agricultural communities have been supported through various gourmet tourism enterprises and examples can be found in many cultural contexts.  This varies in rural fisheries communities.  In Australia, state government-run tourism industry multimedia promotions advertise coastal gourmet excursions in major tourist destinations whilst excluding the smaller communities who cannot afford to contribute to such promotions.  In Japan, the small, rural coastal fishery economies, individual, local tourist providers, pay for cheap small space in brochures for local self-promotion, which is not communally supported opting for dependency on prefectural government funding for tourism development.   Other support mechanisms are more entrepreneurial such where rural coastal communities in Great Britain have been supported by visual media incorporating well known identities such as Rick Stein, the restaurateur.
This session aims to put together scenarios of rural coastal community development in mature rural coastal community economies, where positive outcomes have been achieved in contentious or compromising circumstances.  It also aims to examine those rural coastal communities where there has yet to be structures put into place to supplement their mature economies.  The issues that these communities encounter include the need to repopulate, improve local fisheries or further develop housing, tourism or exploit other local opportunities to maintain their rural coastal community.
International papers are invited and there will be consideration for high quality papers for publication.
Potential Participants please note the following instructions:

1. Submit your abstract of 200 words or less by March 5th, via email directly to the session organiser, Lesley Crowe-Delaney,  email lesley.crowe-delaney@postgrad.curtin.edu.au 

2. ALSO submit your abstract online, ticking the session: Rural Coastal Communities: Ripe for Development? 
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