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For several years the Library has selected two or three days a year to donate library fines to selected charities.   We have now decided to adopt a system of annually supporting one charity event that is University-specific and one external charity more related to the work of libraries.  
The University Library will select a day in semester one where all library fines collected will be donated to Book Aid International. A second date will be chosen for semester 2 and fines collected on that day will be donated to RAG Week:
· Book Aid International is a charity which seeks to increase access to books and supports literacy, education and development in sub-Saharan Africa.  It was founded 1954 and has sent more ﻿than 30 million books to partner libraries.
· RAG Week takes place each February and is coordinated by University’s Charities Campaign, a subcommittee of the Students’ Association.  Each year the students of the University are given the chance to vote for 6 charities to be supported by the campaign the following academic year.
The Library imposes fines upon readers in order to ensure that Library materials circulate as efficiently as possible, and therefore provides the best service to users.  The money raised from fines forms part of the Library’s operating expense each year, and so is put towards the purchase of books, journals, equipment etc.  There is therefore a fair system in place in which users who impair the Library’s efficiency, however briefly, by returning items late, pay a sum towards the cost of the Library’s operations for the benefit of all users.
Experience has shown us that the loss of two days of money raise from fines from our operating budget each year is bearable. Any inconvenience it creates – for Library staff and Library users – is an accepted effect of giving to deserving charities.  To divert more than two days’ of fines income to charitable giving, however, would create significant problems for Library operations budgets.
These events will be publicised and it is hoped that it will be accompanied by other fund raising activities by Library staff.
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