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SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITY - RESOURCE 4

How Local Authorities can support Community Action on Carbon Emissions

Fact: Scotland produces over 16.5 million tons of CO2 per year.
The challenge: 

How can communities reduce carbon emissions and at the same time reduce social justice? How do we help communities build resilience? How do we initiate and support community sustainability projects? 
The opportunity: 

[image: image1.png]Climate change offers an entry point to address other sustainability issues. Sustainable development recognises the interdependence of environmental integrity and social justice. We can encourage and support sustainability projects in a way that builds community resilience. Building community resilience will help us reduce emissions, tackle fuel poverty and create jobs. 

Sources of support for Community action

1. Transition Scotland Support - Communities in Transition to Resilience

The Transition model has rapidly been taken up by communities across Scotland, from one of the earliest (North Howe) to one of the most recent (North Queensferry). Transition is based on the idea that we are fast approaching the end of cheap oil and must address climate change, so we must plan for ‘energy descent’. The Transition model is about relocalisation. Transition groups coordinate a focus on the local production of food and energy, often also transport and other areas, in a way which builds community and well-being. Information sharing and trust building is seen as essential to good and effective co-operation between Transition initiatives and local authorities.
Example: Alexis Rowell (2010), in his book on ‘Communities, councils and a low carbon future – what we can do if governments won’t’, points out that most people are mobilised by a positive vision, and that we can put in all the technology we like, but unless we change our behaviour, and the way we use technology, nothing changes. Rowell chairs his local Transition group, and was a councillor chairing the Camden Sustainability Task Force from 2006 to 2010. 

2. General Support for Community Action 

Voluntary Organisations North East Fife (VONEF) and Community Voluntary Services Fife (CVS) have been invaluable support to communities seeking to take action on carbon emissions and on reducing fuel poverty, providing volunteers, management skills, advice and support. Development Trust Association Scotland (DTAS) support communities to develop a Development Trust to work in partnership with public, private and other bodies to help regenerate and improve their locality through owning and using assets to generate an income.

Examples: East Neuk and Landward Energy Network found VONEF critical to their establishing and managing their network. West Weymss are establishing themselves as a Development Trust to be able to receive support and training, and to establish the legal structures to create a community hub. 

3. Fife Council 

Fife Council can provide training, seed corn funding to pump-prime community projects, expert advice (from planners, solicitors, funders), as well as communicating what is happening elsewhere in Fife. Council officers can enable and support most communities but need to work hard to empower and work with disadvantaged communities. Community groups need to know who to turn to in the Council (e.g. the Locality Area Manager for the area).
Example: ‘Take a Pride in Glenrothes’ was set up in 2004 by the Locality officer. This is being extended to other areas, starting with Levenmouth. These groups initially focus on improving the appearance of the area (litter and dog fouling, e.g. the TAPIL River Leven Project on 10th July 2010). This approach can get people involved, and they could then connect these with other issues such as the need for allotments and energy efficiency, for carbon reduction or community food growing. The failure of CLEAR, Buckhaven (Community-led Environmental Action for Regeneration www.clearfife.org.uk) to widely engage the local community, despite strenuous efforts from a keen group of core members, indicates the challenge such areas present. In this area the council is seen as the responsible agent and we need multiple ways of promoting sustainability and resilience. 
4. Sustainable Development Commission (SDC) – The Future is Local

Support for a relocalising approach comes from the SDC in their July 2010 ‘The Future is Local: Empowering communities to improve their neighbourhoods’. The UK’s 21 million homes produce over a quarter of our carbon emissions. The cost of retrofitting them to meet the 80 per cent carbon reductions required by law by 2050 is estimated at a minimum of £210 billion. Substandard housing is already estimated to cost the NHS £2.5 billion a year. Evidence shows that lack of access to green spaces and safe walking and cycling routes contribute to high levels of obesity and mental ill health, which, combined, currently cost the NHS £13 billion a year. The report concludes that empowering communities to prioritise, finance and deliver necessary local works in an integrated way – from improving home energy efficiency to upgrading green spaces and installing flood defences and renewable energy sources – will: save money, attract higher levels of participation, and help communities generate income for other community projects.

Fact: Recycling in Fife in 2009, kept 90,000 tons of CO2 from entering the atmosphere.
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Resources: 
Community Voluntary Services Fife (CVS) www.cvsfife.org
Development Trust Association Scotland (DTAS) www.dtascot.org.uk
Fife Environment Trust: offer seed funding for projects related to environment and community http://www.fifedirect.org.uk/orgs/index.cfm?fuseaction=display&orgid=878E6B9C-6F2D-446F-B09C40B7DD2B5528 

Global Dimension for sustainability teaching resources http://www.globaldimension.org.uk/ 

North Howe Transition Toun - example of a community initiative http://nhtt.org.uk/ 

Scottish Government Behavioural Change Ten Key Messages http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Research/by-topic/environment/social-research/Remit/events/Key-Messages 

Sustainable Communities Initiative: SCI focuses on modeling sustainability in building design, energy use, waste, etc. It supports communities in the Kinghorn and Burntisland area to become more sustainable. www.sci-scotland.org.uk 
Sustainable Development Commission (SDC) www.sd-commission.org.uk 

Take a Pride in Fife http://www.fifedirect.org.uk/topics/index.cfm?fuseaction=subject.display&subjectid=0BD84A68-508B-DE79-47060E5A8B538C97 
Transition Network http://www.transitionnetwork.org/ 

Transition Scotland Support: www.transitionscotland.org 

Voluntary Organisations North East Fife (VONEF) www.vonef.org.uk
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This project is part of the Engaging Scottish Local Authorities Programme, funded by ESRC, SFC and LARCI.
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