Going to the Palais: a social and cultural history of the dance hall in Britain, c.1918-60
This project is a social and cultural history of dance halls in Britain, c1918-60. From the mid 1920s, the dance hall occupied a pivotal place in the popular culture of Britain - a place rivalled only by the cinema. Despite its importance, the dance hall has attracted little academic attention. This project aims to reverse the dearth of historical scholarship on this subject.

The project has four main objectives:

Firstly, to examine the expansion of the dance hall industry and the development of a ‘mass audience’ for dancing between 1918 and 1960. 
Secondly, the impact of these changes on individuals and communities will be examined. This research will attempt to recreate what ‘going to the palais’ involved by examining the style and design of the halls, as well as their facilities. It will also consider the behaviour of patrons and the conventions they observed. By using oral history/interviews and questionnaire replies I want to discover the impact of dancing and dance halls on individuals and communities, chiefly in the post 1945 period.
Thirdly, the cultural impact of dancing and dance halls will be explored – to ask whether local musical/dancing traditions held up well against various standardising processes (commercialisation, Americanisation etc) over the period.

Finally, an assessment of wider reactions to dance halls and dancing in the period will be examined. 
The impact of these developments on individuals and society is perhaps the most important aspect of this study and the use of oral history interviews and questionnaires is vital to this.

Many thanks for agreeing to participate!

Dr James Nott

University of St Andrews

jjn4@st-andrews.ac.uk 
Going to the Palais: a social and cultural history of the dance hall in Britain, c.1918-60
Please feel free to answer any of the questions – you do not have to answer all of them. 

PERSONAL DETAILS
These are to help us determine which different social groups went dancing and the regions where dancing was popular - all names can be altered/made anonymous for privacy.

Name:

Year of Birth:

Place of Birth:

Male/Female:

Decade when you were dancing (eg 1940s/1950s):

Your occupation when dancing:

Husband’s occupation if housewife when dancing: 

Parent’s occupation when you were dancing:

Town/area of residence when dancing:

Race: 

Contact details (e-mail address or postal address or telephone etc):

(NB: If sending via e-mail send to jjn4@st-andrews.ac.uk and rename file with your own name at the start eg JBLOGGSDanceHallQuestionnaire)

A. AGE WHEN DANCING
1. How old were you when you started/ finished dancing regularly?

2. Was dancing a ‘young persons’ pastime?

3. Did you stop dancing when you were married?

B. DANCING HABIT

1. How often did you go dancing? (per week/per month)
2. Which days of the week did you go dancing on? What times of day?

3. Was dancing affordable? (How much did it cost?)
C. DRESSING UP/GETTING READY

1. Tell me about the preparations you made to go dancing and alterations to appearance whilst dancing:
(What did you wear to go dancing? Where did you get your clothes from for dancing? Did you have special clothes for dancing in? Did the place you danced in have facilities for make up/checking your appearance etc?)
D. PLACES FOR DANCING

1. Where could one dance in your area?

(Names & types of place (permanent dance hall/town hall/assembly room etc)
2. Where did you dance?

(Names & types of place (permanent dance hall/town hall/assembly room etc)/How far did you travel?) 
3. Describe the dance halls you used:

(inside&outside/decoration/layout/size/facilities(café/bar/seatingetc)/dance floor/bandstand etc/live music or recorded?)

4. What was your opinion of Mecca dance halls?

(well run?/good value for money?/ good facilities?/good reputation?/anything different about them?)
E. TYPES OF DANCES/ LEARNING TO DANCE 
1. Which dances did you do and which were you favourites? Why?
2. Where did you hear about the latest dances?

3. Did you take dancing lessons?

(where?/how often?/how long for?/cost?)
F. REASONS FOR DANCING

1. Tell me why you went dancing and what you got out of it: 
(please give as much detail as possible)
G. MEETING PEOPLE/ROMANCE AT DANCE HALLS 

1. Tell me who you went dancing with:
(alone/groups/with boys or girls)
2. Did you meet a future boyfriend/girl friend at a dance hall?

3. Was it easier to meet men/women at dance halls than other places? Why?

4. Tell me about the courting that went on at dance halls:

(how much courting went on at dance halls?/was the dance hall a good place to meet a boyfriend/girlfriend? Why?/how did people choose their partner? Was being a good dancer important?/who took the initiative – girls or boys?/was kissing allowed?/did courting couples gather in certain parts of the dance hall?) 

5. Was the courting controlled/marshalled by dance halls MCs etc or were people free to do as they pleased?
6. How ‘romantic’ were dance halls?

H. PARENT’S/OTHERS VIEWS OF DANCING

1. Tell me about your parents attitudes to dancing/dance halls:

(did they approve/disapprove – why?)
2. Was dancing/dance halls seen as ‘respectable’? 
(Why? By whom?)
3. Were some dance halls seen as more respectable than others? Why?

4. Tell me about any ‘trouble’ you saw at dance halls:

(fights/drunkenness/‘racial’ issues/gangs/etc)

K. OTHER: 
1. How important a part of your life was dancing and dance halls? Why?
2. Please make any other comments on dancing and dance halls not dealt with above:
And finally…

Can we store your contribution and use it to help our research findings?
The following questions are to ensure that your contribution is added to the collections of the University of St Andrews in strict accordance with your wishes. All material will be preserved as a permanent public reference resource for possible use in research, publication, education, lectures, seminars, broadcasting and web archiving.

May your questionnaire be used for educational purposes: educational publications, talks or broadcasts?

Yes/No

May the name of the contributor be used? (You may choose to be anonymous)

Yes/No

Do you wish to add any other instructions or restrictions in relation to the use of your questionnaire?

Yes/No

If Yes, please give details:

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________I hereby assign the copyright in my contribution to this research to Dr James Nott and the University of St Andrews School of History. I understand that it will be stored there and used as detailed and agreed above.

Signed______________________________Date____________________________

Name (print)_________________________________________________________
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