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INTRODUCTION  
 
 
Honours level Social Anthropology equips the student at an advanced level with the ability both to 
handle abstract ideas about human social life and to deal with substantial bodies of empirical data 
from the variety of the world's societies.  The relation between theory and description will be 
stressed in all modules.  Many of the modules will be based around research that lecturers are 
currently undertaking.  Some modules are largely devoted to conceptual issues, others to topics 
which are of pressing concern in contemporary anthropology, and others to issues that have 
arisen in connection with anthropological study in particular regions of the world.  The class 
enables students to form their own judgement about the relevance, and application, of anthropology 
to the wider world.  Those students taking dissertation projects are invited to explore themes 
relating to their own particular interests, in the context of anthropological ideas and practice.  From 
specific modules, which explore specialist areas of anthropology, students will appreciate that, in 
different ways, all the various domains of life can be enlightened and deepened from having studied 
the subject of social anthropology, and from their own and their lecturers' practical experience of 
'doing anthropology' they will appreciate the significance of reflexivity and of ethics in social 
science research.  At the beginning of each module the lecturer will provide you with a detailed 
written account of the module which will include a clear statement of that module's learning 
outcomes. 
 
The Honours class in Social Anthropology stretches over two years.  Students taking the Single 
Honours degree will be required to attend lectures or seminars on average for five hours per week 
during the two semesters.  For students taking less than the full Honours load there will be 
proportionate reductions.  Essay writing will be an integral part of each module.  In addition, all 
Single Honours students will be required to prepare a dissertation project (optional for Joint 
Honours students). Students will also be expected to attend general department seminars and a 
project-writing seminar.    
 
HONOURS DIRECTOR OF TEACHING :   DR ADAM READ (ader) 
CHAIRPERSON OF DEPARTMENT : PROFESSOR CHRISTINA TOREN (ct51)  
DISABILITIES &  SUPPORT OFFICER: SEMESTER ONE:  DR HUON WARDLE (hobw) 
    SEMESTER TWO: PROFESSOR PETER GOW (pgg2)  
EXAMINATIONS OFFICER: SEMESTER ONE:  DR PALOMA GAY Y BLASCO (pgyb) 
    SEMESTER TWO:  DR TONY CROOK (tc23) 
 
You should address any general problems to do with the organisation of teaching to the Director of 
Honours Teaching, who will also deal with specific concerns to do with the choice of Honours 
modules as Honours Advisor; more specific academic problems should be addressed to your 
supervisor or lecturer. 
 

PLEASE BRING PROBLEMS TO THE ATTENTION OF  
STAFF AS SOON AS POSSIBLE 

 
This handbook is in four sections.  First we spell out the general regulations for Honours study in 
the department.  Then we introduce you to the staff of the department.  Thirdly, we provide brief 
synopses of each module.  Finally we offer some hints about writing essays, project work and 
examinations. 
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GENERAL REGULATIONS  
 

Social Anthropology offers modules at all levels and students can proceed to Single, Joint, Major 
and Minor  degrees in the subject.  To find the combinations with other subjects that are available 
in joint, major or minor degrees, and the credit requirements for each type of degree, you should 
consult the University's general 'Course Catalogue' (section headed 'Philosophical and 
Anthropological Studies') 
 
UNIVERSITY STUDENT HANDBOOK  
 
The University Student Handbook contains relevant and important information on a variety of 
issues, and may be accessed via the University website at: 
http://www.st-andrews.ac.uk/studenthandbook/  
 
This includes information on:  
Academic Information, Academic Regulations and Codes of Practice, Employment, Financial 
Information, Health, Library and Information Services, Student Organisations, Student Services and 
Student Support and Guidance. 
 
This handbook also offers straightforward advice on issues relating to the codes which represent 
University policy. 
 
In addition, the UniversityÕs Quality Assurance handbook 
http://www.st-andrews.ac.uk/qahbook/index.htm 
includes information on all aspects of academic practice. 
 
Please refer to, and make use of, these important resources. 
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ABSENCE REPORTING 
 

Absence from Classes 
Attendance is a basic assessment requirement for credit award, and failure to attend classes or 
meetings with academic staff may result in your losing the right to be assessed in that module. 
Please ensure that you are familiar with the 'Permission to Proceed' regulations as stated elsewhere 
in this handbook. 
  

If you have missed timetabled classes/events or any other compulsory elements of the module due 
to illness or an unavoidable pre-arranged event or appointment, you must complete a Self 
Certificate of Absence form (through e-Vision) as soon as possible. This is available at  
https://e-vision.st-andrews.ac.uk/urd/sits.urd/run/siw_lgn 
 

Under certain circumstances, Schools may request further documentation in addition to the Self 
Certificate.  In this case, students should contact Student Support in order to organise the 
appropriate documentation. 
 

If you submit more than three Self Certificates in a single semester, or if the period of absence 
extends to fifteen working days, you may be contacted by Student Support, the relevant Pro Dean, 
or by an appropriate member of staff in your School.   
 

Completion of a Self Certificate is not an acceptable substitute for contacting your tutors well in 
advance if you have to be absent. Advance notice of absence is acceptable only for good reason (for 
example, a hospital appointment or job interview).   It is your responsibility to contact the 
appropriate member of staff to complete any remedial work necessary. 
 

If  you are an international student (non-EEA nationals only), you will be affected by recent changes 
introduced by the UK in relation to immigration rules and visas.  The University is now legally 
bound to report to the United Kingdom Borders Agency any student who fails to enrol on a module 
or programme of study or who fails to attend or who discontinues their studies. 
 

Further information is available from the following links:- 
http://www.st-andrews.ac.uk/students/safety/InternationalStudents/PointsBasedSystem/ 
http://www.st-andrews.ac.uk/admissions/int/Immigrationadvice/ 
 

Absence from Examinations 
Absence from Examinations due to illness or any other unavoidable reason should be reported 
IMMEDIATELY or as soon as you know you will be unable to sit an examination to the University 
Examinations Office by telephone (01334 46) 2124/2528.   This should then be followed up by 
completion of a Self Certification of Absence form (through e-Vision).  
 

As soon as you are well enough you should contact your School(s) to make arrangements for an 
alternative or deferred assessment to be completed at the earliest opportunity.  
 

ACADEMIC  APPEALS AND COMPLAINTS  
 
The University is committed to ensuring students gain as high a quality student experience as 
possible while studying at St Andrews. Occasionally things may go wrong and if you are 
experiencing a difficulty or are dissatisfied with your academic experience, you should raise 
concerns as soon as possible. This allows effective resolutions to be worked out quickly. 
 
Difficulties or dissatisfaction normally fall into one of three categories:- 
 
1. Appeals against academic judgements - where, for example, the University has made a 
judgement about your assessed work or academic progression. 
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2. Complaints - where you are dissatisfied with the provision, whether academic or non-academic, 
that you have received from any part of the University. 
 
3. Disciplinary cases - where the University has grounds to believe that you have conducted 
yourself in an unacceptable manner in an academic or non-academic context. 
 
More information on the procedures to follow are outlined in the UniversityÕs Code of Practice on 
Student Appeals, Complaints and Discipline   
http://www.st-andrews.ac.uk/media/code_of_practice_on_student_appeals_080324.pdf 
 
If there are personal circumstances that may affect your academic performance and subsequently 
may result in an Academic Appeal, please bring these to the attention of an appropriate member of 
staff as soon as possible, for example your Academic Adviser or the appropriate Pro Dean. 
 
You can obtain guidance on the procedures relating to any of the sections of the Code from the 
Students' Association, the Academic Registrar & Clerk, or Student Support. 
 
Further Guidance and Support 
 
The Students' Association provides independent and confidential help and advice for students who 
are contemplating a complaint or appeal or are having discipline proceedings taken against them. 
The Students' Association employs Iain Cupples, the Student Advocate (Education), whose job it is 
to ensure that you receive help with writing and submitting your complaint/appeal and will even 
accompany you to any hearing. He should be your first point of contact as soon as you feel you 
need help.  For further information contact Iain Cupples, by phone on (01334 46) 2700, or by email 
inc@st-andrews.ac.uk 
 

In addition, support is available from the appropriate Pro Dean and Student Support who may be 
contacted by emailing: 
 

Undergraduate Arts and Divinity: prodean.arts@st-andrews.ac.uk 
Undergraduate Medicine: dws1@st-andrews.ac.uk 
Undergraduate Science: prodeansci@st-andrews.ac.uk 
Postgraduate Arts and Divinity: sl50@st-andrews.ac.uk 
Postgraduate Medicine: csh2@st-andrews.ac.uk 
Postgraduate Science: pl@st-andrews.ac.uk 
Academic Support Adviser: sss.academic@st-andrews.ac.uk 
 

ACADEMIC MISCONDUCT 
 

Academic integrity is fundamental to the values promoted by the University. It is important that all 
students are judged on their ability, and no student will be allowed unfairly to take an advantage 
over others, to affect the security and integrity of the assessment process, or to diminish the 
reliability and quality of a University of St Andrews degree. 
 

Academic misconduct includes the presentation of material as oneÕs own when it is not oneÕs own; 
the presentation of material whose provenance is academically inappropriate; and academically 
inappropriate behaviour in an examination or class test. Any work that is submitted for feedback 
and evaluation is liable for consideration under the UniversityÕs Academic Misconduct policy 
irrespective of whether it carries credit towards your degree. All work submitted by students is 
expected to represent good academic practice. 
 

You should be aware that the University takes academic misconduct offences extremely seriously 
and any student found guilty of a repeat offence may be expelled from the University either 
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temporarily or on a permanent basis. 
 

The UniversityÕs Academic Misconduct policy covers the behaviour of both undergraduate and 
postgraduate students.  
 

All students are advised to familiarise themselves with the UniversityÕs Guide to students called 
ÒAvoiding Academic MisconductÓ and also the full University policy and procedure, both of which 
may be accessed from http://www.st-andrews.ac.uk/students/rules/academicmisconduct/ 
 

Students are also referred to the Students AssociationÕs publication ÒDonÕt Get it WrongÓ: 
http://yourunion.net/files/dont_get_it_wrong.pdf 
  

Students who are unsure about the correct presentation of academic material should approach their 
tutors, and may also contact June Knowles in SALTIRE for training jk38@st-andrews.ac.uk 
 
ACCESS TO EXAMINATION SCRIPTS 
 

Students are entitled to request a copy of any of their own completed examination scripts. If a 
photocopy of the script is required for personal reference, please contact the Departmental 
Secretary, and on payment of a fee of £10 per examination script a photocopy will be provided to 
the student with 5 working days. Such requests should be made by the end of week 3 of the 
Semester that follows the examination diet.  
 

Students who wish to obtain detailed feedback from a member of academic staff on an examination 
script should contact the Exams Officer to arrange a suitable time. No fee will be charged for 
feedback; only the provision of a copy of the completed script is subject to a charge. 
 
ADVISING  
 

Undergraduate 
At the beginning of each session, before matriculation in the University, undergraduate students 
must see, in person, their Sub Honours or Honours Adviser of Studies, who will validate their 
choice of modules and who will be able to give help and guidance on matters relating to academic 
progress.  In addition, students may contact them at any time in the Academic Year if they have 
anything they wish to discuss. 
 

Postgraduate 
At the beginning of each session, before matriculation in the University, taught postgraduate 
students will be advised into the appropriate modules for their programme by their Programme Co-
ordinator to whom any queries regarding this process and module selection should be addressed to 
in the first instance.  Names of Advisers of Studies and Programme Co-ordinators can be obtained 
from each School. 
 

Pre-Advising 
Each April returning students are asked to submit their modules choices online as part of the Pre-
Advising process. Practices vary in some Schools and students should refer to specific instructions 
issued by their School for details. You should also at this point take the opportunity to update your 
personal details e.g. contact address. Students should contact their Advisers of Studies with any 
questions. Advisers also have access to Pre-Advising pages and will be able to amend or 
provisionally validate module choices.  
 

Readvising/Changing Modules 
Students are ordinarily allowed to change modules only during the first two weeks of each 
semester. After two weeks then your Adviser of Studies or Programme Co-ordinator must place a 
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special request, on your behalf, to the appropriate Pro Dean. No matter what level of module you 
are studying, you must contact your Adviser of Studies or Programme Co-ordinator to obtain the 
necessary approval for any change.  
 

You must not, in any circumstances, enrol yourself into a new module or simply start attending the 
classes for a new module, at any level, without being Readvised. Advising is one of the primary 
means by which your academic record is maintained and exam schedules are produced; and unless 
you ensure that this is kept up to date you may find you will not receive the credit for the modules 
you have taken or that you have a clash in your exam timetable.  
 

Module Confirmation  
Following Readvising students have a two week period to check and confirm that their module 
choices are correct.  Students will be contacted in Week 3 of each semester with details of how to 
complete this requirement. 
 
ANONYMOUS MARKING  
 

All examination papers are marked anonymously. The examination script books are designed so 
that all your personal details are completed along a strip on the right hand side of the script book, 
which you seal before leaving the Examination Hall. You should ensure your matriculation number 
is completed on the front of the script book and that it remains clearly visible. 
 

Your personal information will remain sealed while the internal marker(s) mark your script. Once a 
mark as been agreed by the internal marker(s) and recorded on the front of your script book, the flap 
will be opened to reveal your personal details to ensure that the information is recorded on the 
correct student record. 
 
ATTENDANCE AT CLASSES 
 

Attendance at all classes that are timetabled for your modules is compulsory. If for any reason you 
are unable to attend a timetabled class for unexpected reasons i.e. illness or to attend an 
appointment or other unavoidable pre-arranged event you should follow the procedures for 
reporting absences as set out in this handbook. 
 

Failure to report your absences correctly or absences that extend to a period of three weeks or more 
may result in your Permission to Proceed within the module concerned being withdrawn (see the 
appropriate section in this handbook). 
 
THE CLASS OF YOUR DEGREE 
 

According to University regulations your overall degree is computed on the basis of all Honours 
modules in which you have been registered over a period of two years (i.e. if you abandon a module 
half way through this is counted into your final degree class).  It is vital that, at the beginning of 
each semester, you make sure that the Department is absolutely clear about the modules you are 
taking.  This especially relates to the first two weeks of each semester which is the only time (apart 
from medical reasons) when you are permitted to withdraw from a module without penalty. 
 
COMMON REPORTING SCALE  
 

The University uses a 20-point common reporting scale for grades (ie a 20 point basic scale 
reported to one decimal point for the reporting of final module grades).   The use of the common 
reporting scale across all Schools ensures comparability of grading across disciplines.   From the 
start of session 2009/2010 the pass grade will change from 5 to 7.  This change has been 
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introduced as one way of trying to raise the level of challenge to students. This does not mean that 
what previously was awarded 5 will now be awarded 7. Rather it means that what was previously 
awarded 5 will now fail. This change in the pass grade will not be accompanied by any changes in 
marking standards.  
 

The change to a pass grade of 7 will apply to all students, that is to both continuing students 
as well as new entrants.   
 

 
Reporting scale 

 

 
Honours classification 

 
20 

 
First class 

19 " 
18 " 
17 " 
16 Upper second class 
15 " 
14 " 
13 Lower second class 
12 " 
11 " 
10 Third class 
9 " 
8 " 
7 Pass 
6 Fail (with right to resit) 
5 " 
4 " 
3 Fail (with no right to resit) 
2 " 
1 " 
0 " 

  
 
COMMUNICATION  
 

Your University e-mail account is the official means of communication for the University and you 
are therefore reminded that you should read your e-mails at least every 48 hours (particularly during 
the academic year). You can arrange to have your University e-mail account automatically 
forwarded to your personal non-University account. However you should be aware that there may 
be problems with this and you should check regularly to make sure the forwarding is working. 
 

DEANSÕ L IST 
 

An annual award for academic excellence, promoted by the four Deans of the University, was 
introduced in academic year 2007-08. 
 

Undergraduate students who achieve an outstanding overall result in the course of an academic year 
have their names inscribed on the DeansÕ List, an honour which will also appear on your University 
transcript. 
 

The criteria for the award are strict. Only students taking no fewer than 120 credits counting 
towards an approved degree programme over the course of an academic year will be eligible and all 
credits have to be taken within the four Faculties of the University of St Andrews.  
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Study abroad is excluded from the scheme, although incoming students from other universities will 
be eligible provided they meet all other criteria. 
 

Any student who meets all the criteria and who obtains a credit-weighted mean grade of 16.5 or 
above for the year will be recorded on the DeansÕ List. The rules will be adapted for part-time 
students, who must achieve the minimum credit-weighted mean of 16.5 in 120 credits taken part-
time over no more than three academic sessions. 
 

Full details of all the criteria and conditions for the Deans List are available at: 
http://www.st-andrews.ac.uk/administration/deans/deanslist/ 
 
ESSAYS &  DISSERTATION PROJECTS  
 

Please read the following very carefully and make sure you follow these instructions closely: 
 

1.  Essays should be submitted via MMS (https://www.st-andrews.ac.uk/mms/). 
2. Please do not write your name anywhere on the essay. 
3.  Make sure you write the essay title on the first page of the essay. 

 

Essays and Projects must be typed and should follow the referencing and bibliographic conventions 
of the Journal of the Royal Anthropological Institute.  An essay is expected both to incorporate 
ideas from the lecture/seminar course and to show evidence of independent reading.   The deadline 
set for essays & projects cannot be waived. In exceptional circumstances, for example illness, 
(accompanied by medical certification) students may be permitted to submit late, in which case they 
should see the DIRECTOR OF HONOURS TEACHING who will fill in a 'late essay slip'.  In 
fairness to everyone, we shall have to apply a penalty to essays which depart substantially 
from the advised word length (see later in this handbook for details). 

 
Penalties for late essays and research projects will be as follows: 
Missing the deadline or submitted the following day:  immediate loss of 2 marks; a further mark 
per day will be deducted for each subsequent day late.  Submission of work more than one week 
late will receive no commentary, while submission of work more than 2 weeks late will receive 
zero and result in the loss of Permission to Proceed (see below). 
 

Essay Deadlines: 
The deadline for the Honours essays due can be found under each module entry, or will be 
provided by the module lecturer.   
 

ETHICAL APPROVAL 
 

'It is a requirement that any honours or Masters dissertation or PhD thesis that required ethical 
approval from UTREC, should have the letter or email of ethical approval bound into an appendix 
before submission. For information about research that is likely to require ethical approval, please 
see the UTREC website: http://www.st-andrews.ac.uk/utrec/' 

 

EXAMINATIONS Ð TIMETABLES , RULES, RESITS 
 

Module Handbooks and the University Course Catalogues contain details of the percentage of the 
final module mark that will be derived from the formal examinations. Information on the 
UniversityÕs examination processes may be found at: 
http://www.st-andrews.ac.uk/students/academic/Examinations/ 
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Students are required to make themselves available in St Andrews for the full duration of the 
January and May Examination Diets, dates of which are detailed under the Important Dates section 
of the University Handbook. 
 

When returning to St Andrews for an examination, you should ensure that you schedule your travel 
arrangements so as to arrive in good time. This is especially important in January, when bad 
weather can often delay public transport. Poor scheduling on a studentÕs part will not be acceptable 
as a valid excuse for missing an examination. You should be aware that you should be present up 
until the last day of the semester.    
 

Registration for Degree Examinations 
All matriculated students are entered automatically for the January and May/June degree 
examination diets.  
 
Reassessment Registration 
If you are offered the opportunity to take re-sit examinations and/or deferred assessments at the 
September (Reassessment) Diet you must register individually in advance for the diet, via the 
online registration facility. In late June, you will be notified directly by e-mail when this is 
available. All registrations must be submitted by the annually advised deadline in August. 
Registrations will not be confirmed until the appropriate re-entry fee has been paid in full. Failure 
to register fully by the due date may mean that you will not be able to sit your examination in the 
diet. 
 

Where the examination is a reassessment, there is a fee payable at the time of registration. 
Similarly, those students who are out of time or whose studies have been terminated but who have 
been given permission by the relevant Faculty Business Committee to sit only the examination (via 
extended Permission to Proceed) in a particular semester must also register individually for the diet 
in question and pay the appropriate fee.  Students sitting deferred examinations must also register in 
advance, but will not be liable for a fee. 
 

Examination Timetables 
 
The provisional degree Examination Timetable is published for each examination diet no later than 
Week 8 of Semester 1 and Week 7 of Semester 2. 
 
You are reminded of the importance of checking the provisional timetable carefully.  Whilst every 
effort is made by Schools and Registry to prevent timetable clashes, they can on occasion occur.  
Where such a clash is identified, students should in the first instance alert the University 
Examinations Office (examoff@st-andrews.ac.uk) as a matter of urgency. 
 
The confirmed degree Examination Timetable is published in Week 9 or 10 of each semester: in 
December for degree examinations in January, and in April for degree examinations in May.  
Students are strongly advised not to make any travel or other arrangements for the period of the 
examinations until the confirmed Timetable has been published.  The Degree Examination 
Timetable for the September Reassessment diet is published in July of each year and students are 
expected to attend in St Andrews for any examinations scheduled during this diet.   
 
All Examination Timetables are published via the web only at  
http://www.st-andrews.ac.uk/students/academic/Examinations/ 
 
Individual Personal Student Examination Timetables for the January and May diets only can also be 
downloaded from this webpage. 
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EXTERNAL EXAMINER  
 

All examined and formally assessed work which counts to a student's final grade is moderated by an 
external examiner from another university.  The external examiner helps to ensure that comparable 
standards of performance attain comparable grades across all British departments of Social 
Anthropology, and oversees the internal marking within the St. Andrews department.  The External 
Examiner for 2009-2010 is Dr Barbara Bodenhorn, University of Cambridge. 
 
FEEDBACK TO STUDENTS ON ASSESSED WORK  
 

Students should be able to receive routine feedback on any work that they have submitted.  
Feedback will give you advice that will guide you to improving your learning and future 
performance.  Feedback opportunities vary from School to School but can include individual face-
to-face discussion, written commentaries on work or electronic feedback for example through 
WebCT or MMS. 
 

Feedback on examination performance can be given to a class as a whole or if you wish detailed 
feedback from a member of academic staff on an examination script, you should contact your 
School to arrange a suitable time. No fee is charged for this type of feedback. 
 

Students are however also entitled to request a hard copy of any of their own completed 
examination scripts. If a photocopy of the script is required for personal reference, please contact 
your School and on payment of a fee of £10 per examination script a photocopy will be provided to 
you within five working days. Such requests should be made by the end of Week 3 of the semester 
that follows the examination diet.  
 
FEES 
 

For full information on the Tuition Fees that you will be liable to pay throughout your studies go to 
http://www.st-andrews.ac.uk/students/money/.  Programme related fees such as field trips, 
laboratory fees etc can be obtained from your School.  
 
GENERAL SEMINARS  
 

All students must attend any seminars organized as part of a module programme. This includes any 
student-led seminar presentations. Attendance will be closely monitoredÕ.   In addition there will be 
a general Department Seminar with visiting speakers, normally held once a week, on Fridays from 
10amÐ12pm.  Senior Honours students are strongly encouraged to attend and Junior Honours 
students are welcome. 
 
GRADUATING WITH AN HONOURS DEGREE 
 

For any Honours degree you must accomplish 240 credits over the two year programme. 
 

Single Honours degree in Social Anthropology requires that you complete at least 210 credits 
(preferably 240) in Social Anthropology Honours modules.   
 

This must include SA4098 ÔLibrary-based DissertationÕ or SA4099 ÔPrimary research-based 
DissertationÕ [students going on to take SA4099 must take SA3506 ÔResearch Methods in 
Social AnthropologyÕ], plus one of the compulsory Level 3 taught modules. 

 
[NOTE: The minimum requirement of 210 credits in Social Anthropology allows for the option of securing up to 
30 credits by 'dipping across' or 'dipping down'. This option is only permitted to students in Junior Honours.] 
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Major Degree in Social Anthropology requires that you secure at least 150 credits in Social 
Anthropology Honours modules.   
 

This must include SA4098 ÔLibrary-based DissertationÕ or SA4099 ÔPrimary research-based 
DissertationÕ [students going on to take SA4099 must take SA3506 ÔResearch Methods in 
Social AnthropologyÕ]  plus one of the compulsory Level 3 taught modules.  

 

Joint Honours Degree in Social Anthropology requires that you secure at least 210 credits from 
your subject combination, including at least 120 in Social Anthropology Honours modules.   
 

This must include one of the compulsory Level 3 taught modules. Joint Honours students 
can either take SA4098 ÔLibrary-based DissertationÕ, SA4099 ÔPrimary research-based 
DissertationÕ or another Level 4 taught module.  But those going on to take SA4099 must 
take SA3506 ÔResearch Methods in Social AnthropologyÕ 
 

Minor Degree in Social Anthropology requires that you secure at least 60 credits in Honours 
modules in Social Anthropology (but NOT the Dissertation Projects). 
 

Development Studies requires that you secure a minimum of 90 credits from Anthropology 
modules.  
 
HEALTH &  SAFETY  
 

A first-aid box is located in the Departmental Office at 71 North Street. 
 

Notices are posted throughout the School indicating who the current First Aiders are and how to 
contact them.  
 

Notices are also displayed detailing your exit routes and assembly points in the event of fire. All 
students should familiarise themselves with this information.  
 

The Department Safety Officer is Professor Tristan Platt (tp). Any hazards or safety-related 
incidents should be reported to the Department Safety Officer or the Departmental Office 
immediately. 
 

Students are reminded that the misuse of any Safety, Fire or First Aid equipment will result in 
discipline. 
 

HONOURS CLASSIFICATION  
 

The University applies a common formula for the calculation of the award of Honours classifications.  
Degrees are classified using a credit-weighted calculation of grades achieved for Honours level 
modules (3000 level and above).  This ensures consistency, particularly if you are taking a joint 
degree. Full details of the UniversityÕs Honours Classification algorithm can be found at: 
http://www.st-andrews.ac.uk/media/Honours%20Classification%20Algorithm%202007-8.pdf 
 
Note in particular that in the case of loss of Permission to Proceed in a module at 3000 level and 
above, a grade of '0' (zero) will be entered into the calculation even though no credits are obtained 
for the module with respect to meeting the requirements of the Honours degree programme. 
 

Procedures for assessing borderline degree classifications 
The University Honours Classification Algorithm usually produces a clear outcome. However there are 
certain Òborderline zonesÓ where the classification outcome is not so clear (i.e. the mean and median 
Honours mark falls less than 0.5 below a classification boundary). In these cases the default classification 
will be the lower degree class. However the School Classification Board is permitted to make a case for the 
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award of a higher degree class to the University Special Classification Board. Such cases will be based on 
agreed criteria which will be published to all students in semester 2. 
 

You should be aware that the Special Classification Board has the authority to turn down any 
recommendation from the School. In the case of Joint Honours students the classification will be 
agreed by both the Schools. The Special Classification Board will adjudicate in the event that the 
two Schools fail to reach an agreement. 
 
HONOURS MODULES 
 
Social Anthropology degrees are secured by obtaining combinations of 30 credit modules.  The 
requirements for such modules are as follows: 
  
  30 credit modules 
  At least two hours per week during a single semester 
 
  Assessment   3-hour examination      (50%) 

Also:   EITHER two essays will be written, each of 1,500  
words or one essay of 3,000 words (according to module)   (50%)   

 
   NB  SA3506 'Research Methods' has special arrangements 
  
 Dissertation Projects (SA4098)/ (SA4099) - 30 credits    
  Assessment   SA4098 Ð 7,500 word dissertation   (100%) 
    SA4099 Ð 10,000 word dissertation   (100%) 
 
KEY CONTACT INFORMATI ON 
 
Key University Contacts 
University Switchboard (01334) 476161 
Student Support Helpline (01334) (46)2720 
Academic Registrar & Clerk (01334) (46) 2596 
Registry Ð transcripts, graduation, fees (01334) (46) 2162/3097 
Registry Ð Undergraduate Pro Deans Arts (01334) (46) 2139 
Registry Ð Undergraduate Pro Deans Science (01334) (46) 2138 
Registry Ð Postgraduate Pro Dean Arts/Divinity (01334) (46) 2136 
Registry Ð Postgraduate Pro Deans Science/Medicine (01334) (46) 2140 
Student Experience Office  (01334) (46) 2020 
Old Union Reception (01334) (46) 2585/2586 
 

School Contacts 
Key contact information for the Schools is outlined below:  
Head of School Professor Katherine Hawley Ð philhos 
Depute Head of School Professor Sarah Broadie Ð sjb15 
Chair of Department Professor Christina Toren Ð ct51 
Departmental Office/Secretary 71 North Street.  Open 9-5 daily - socanth 
Director of Teaching Dr Adam Reed - ader 
Director of Research Professor Berys Gaut Ð bng 
Disability Co-ordinator Sem One Dr Huon Wardle Ð hobw, Sem Two Prof Tristan Platt - tp 
Examinations Officer Sem One Dr Paloma Gay y Blasco Ð pgyb, Sem Two Dr Tony Crook Ð tc23 
Health & Safety Officer Professor Tristan Platt - tp 
Honours Adviser Dr Adam Reed - ader 
Module Co-ordinators Listed later in the booklet 
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MATRICULATION  
 

All students must matriculate each academic session to allow them to continue with their studies 
and attend classes.  Research students who commence part way through the academic session will 
matriculate at the appropriate point during the year.  
 

Undergraduate and Taught Postgraduate students are expected to matriculate during Pre-Sessional 
Week before Semester commences and any student who has not matriculated by the end of Monday 
of Week 1 (without prior permission to matriculate late from the University) will be charged a £100 
late matriculation fee.  Permission to matriculate late can only be given by Registry and permission 
must be sought before the start of Pre-Sessional Week.  For 2009/10 this means you must request 
permission to matriculate late by Friday 18 September 2009.  Full details of the Late Matriculation 
Policy can be accessed at http://www.st-andrews.ac.uk/students/academic/ 
 
MOVING FROM JUNIOR TO SENIOR HONOURS 
 

According to University regulations you must obtain at least 80 credits in Junior Honours to be 
allowed to proceed to Senior Honours.  Otherwise, admission to Senior Honours is normally 
unproblematic (but see University Regulation 35). 
 
ORGANISATION OF HONOURS TEACHING  
 

Modules 
These will be taught by lectures and seminars or tutorials - see details relating to each module. 
 

Personal Supervision 
Each dissertation student will have their own supervisor whom they meet in the supervisor's room 
at a mutually convenient time [those not doing dissertations are assigned to the Honours Director of 
Teaching].  The supervisor has two main functions:  first as a troubleshooter, helping the student 
with academic difficulties and facilitating the student's revision; secondly, and most importantly, as 
director of the student's Dissertation Project (see later).  Supervisors are selected by the Honours 
Director of Teaching and not by the students. In extremely exceptional circumstances students may 
request a change of supervisor but the decision remains in the hands of the Director of Teaching.   
Note:  Specific minor academic questions might be addressed in the first instance to the relevant course lecturers. 
 
ORIENTATION /PRE-SESSIONAL WEEK AND READING WEEK 
 

Students are reminded that Orientation/Pre-Sessional and Reading Weeks are integral parts of the 
University semester, even though no classes are scheduled during that time. Orientation/Pre-
Sessional Week offers students an opportunity to prepare for classes by purchasing and beginning 
work on course material, and some Schools hold induction meetings during this time. Reading 
Week is intended as an opportunity for staff and students to catch up on academic work and to 
deepen their understanding of their subject(s). All students are expected to devote these parts of the 
semester to their studies. 
 
PENALTIES &  RULES FOR LATE SUBMISSIONS 
 

Where written work requires to be submitted for marking, a deadline will be specified well in 
advance. If work is submitted after the specified deadline the following penalties will be applied:  
 

Missing the deadline or submitting the following day:  immediate loss of 2 marks; a further mark 
per day will be deducted for each subsequent day late.  Submission of work more than one week 
late will receive no commentary, while submission of work more than 2 weeks late will receive 
zero and result in the loss of Permission to Proceed (see below). 



 15 

PERMISSION TO PROCEED 
 
Permission to Proceed is a system for regulating student attendance and/or performance. It gives 
Schools a mechanism to ensure attendance at modules, the submission of work, and an acceptable 
quality of work.  
 

You will automatically proceed in a module if you attend all the required classes and complete and 
submit all the required assessments on time and to the required minimum standards as specified by 
the School.  Permission to Proceed in the module will however be withdrawn by the School if you 
fail to fulfil any of the above requirements without good cause. If you fail to retain your Permission 
to Proceed you will not be permitted to sit the module examination at the end of the semester. 
Thereafter, in order to complete the requirements of the programme, you will have to take an 
additional module to make up the required credits. The loss of Permission to Proceed in more than 
one module in any semester may result in your studies at the University being terminated. 
 

You will also lose Permission to Proceed for any module for which you have been registered but 
have not attended. This will result in no credits for that module, and a grade of Ô0Õ (zero) on your 
record, with no possibility of re-assessment. You may also find problems with your examination 
schedule.  Full details of the Permission to Proceed can be accessed at:- 
http://www.st-andrews.ac.uk/media/Permission%20to%20Proceed%20Code%20of%20Practice.pdf 
 
PERSONAL DETAILS  
 

You are responsible for ensuring that your contact details are kept up to date. You may do this at 
anytime during the year via your E-vision account which can be accessed from the Current Students 
section of the University home page 
 
PROGRESSION THRESHOLDS 
 

The requirements for progression from one module to another, for progression to Honours or from 
one part of a degree programme to another will be clearly published by Schools.  You are not 
permitted to resit your second year examinations in order to improve your mark or gain a better 
mark and progress to Honours.  Students studying for a General degree are not currently allowed to 
progress to Honours. 
 

In the case of students intending Joint Honours Social Anthropology and Spanish there will be 
special arrangements at level 2 because of a timetable clash. Please consult the Chairperson in the 
department of Spanish in the first instance. 
 
RESULTS REPORTING CODES 
 

Your record card may show module results reporting codes such as OD for Deferred assessment 
and OX for loss of Permission to Proceed.  Further information on the various reporting codes may 
be found on the Registry web site. 
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Criteria for divisions within essay marking scale  
 
20  
outstanding first 

1  The essay incorporates a number of original thoughts and insights about the material. 
2  The student has read widely and carefully, including material not discussed directly at the lectures and 

workshops 
19 
very good first 

3  The student demonstrates a sophisticated understanding of the issues, and an excellent understanding 
of the ethnographic material and of the theoretical points put forward by the various authors. 

18 
clear first 

4  The student shows an excellent understanding of the link between theory and ethnography, of how the 
ethnographic material has or can be used to support or undermine particular theoretical points 

17 
 low first 

5  The essay has an excellent introduction and a finely crafted structure and style leading to an insightful 
conclusion. 

16.5 
borderline first 

6  Excellent presentation throughout.  

16 
good 2.1 

1  The essay incorporates some original thoughts and insights about the material. 
2  The student has read widely and carefully, possibly including material not directly discussed during 

classes. 
15 
clear 2.1 

3  The student demonstrates a very good understanding of the issues and a good grasp of the 
ethnographic material and of the theoretical points put forward by the various authors. 

14 
low 2.1 

4  The student shows an very good understanding of the link between theory and ethnography, of how 
the ethnographic material has or can be used to support or undermine particular theoretical points. 

13.5 
borderline 2.1 

5  The essay has a very good introduction, a well crafted structure and a thoughtful conclusion. 
6  Very good presentation throughout.  
 

13  
good 2.2 

1  The student has done the basic reading relevant to a topic. 
2  The studentÕs understanding of the material is adequate but basic. 

12 
clear 2.2. 

3  The essay is over-reliant on lecture notes and handouts to construct an argument, although there may 
be some original points made or independent interpretations of the material. 

11 
low 2.2. 

4  The studentÕs understanding of the contribution of various authors to a debate may be limited. 

10.5 
borderline 2.2. 

5  The essay is well structured, coherent, and has a sound introduction and conclusion. 
6  Good presentation throughout 
7  A low 2.2 can also be awarded to an essay which fails to address the essay question but which shows a 

good or very good command of anthropological theory and ethnography.  
10 
upper 3rd 

1  The essay shows evidence of limited reading. 
2  The essay shows evidence of limited understanding of the material 

9 
clear 3rd 

3  The student relies heavily on lecture notes and handouts 

8 
low 3rd 

4  The essay shows little understanding of the contribution of various authors to a debate  

7.5 
borderline 3rd 

5  The essay is poorly structured. 
6  Presentation is adequate. 
7  A low 3rd can also be awarded to an essay which fails to address the essay question but which shows 

some command of anthropological theory and ethnography 
7 
pass 

1  The essay shows inadequate evidence of an anthropological 
2  There is little or inadequate reference to relevant reading material.understanding of the topic 
3  The student demonstrates poor essay writing skills 
4  A low pass can also be awarded to an essay which fails to address the essay question and which shows 

very little command of anthropological theory and ethnography. 
Fail 1  Work that shows no understanding of the topic covered. 

2  The essay is often very short, superficial, or uses irrelevant examples. 
3  The student fails to take an anthropological perspective to the material s/he is presenting in the essay. 
4  An essay will be failed when the student fails to address the essay question and shows no command of 

anthropological theory and ethnography. 

 
RETURN OF WORK (Exam scripts, essays, etc.) 
 

Feedback will be available from the lecturers within three working weeks of the submission deadline.  
Please note that in the case of assessed work returned during the semester, the mark is provisional 
pending confirmation by the external examiner. 
 

Essays will be returned with comments.   
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Exam scripts will not be returned.  However, individual students concerned about their performance 
are entitled to seek guidance from the Exam Officer and the Honours Director of Teaching [see above 
Access to Examination Scripts]. 
 
SEMESTER DATES 2009/10 (to be confirmed -  check http://www.st-andrews.ac.uk/semesterdates/ for updates) 
 

Pre-Sessional Week:   Week commencing Monday 21st September 2009 
Martinmas Semester:   Monday 28th September 2009 Ð Friday 22nd January 2010 
Reading Week:   Week commencing Monday 9th November 2009 
Raisin Monday:   Monday 23rd November 2009 
Graduation:   Monday 30th November 2009 (no teaching) 
Christmas Vacation:   Saturday 19th December 2009 Ð Monday 4th January 2010 
Revision Period:   Commences Tuesday 5th January 2010 
Examinations:   Monday 11th January Ð Wednesday 20th January 2010 
Candlemas Semester:   Monday 8th February Ð Friday 28th May 2010 
Spring Vacation:   Saturday 27th March Ð Sunday 11th April 2010 
May Day Holiday:   Monday 3rd May 2010 
Revision Period:   Commences Saturday 8th May 2010 
Examinations:   Saturday 15th May Ð Wednesday 26th May 2010 
Graduation:   Tuesday 22nd June Ð Friday 25th June 2010 
Re-Assessment Diet - Medicine:  Monday 30th August Ð Friday 3rd September 2010 
 Others:   Monday 6th September Ð Thursday 9th September 2010 
 
SENATE REGULATIONS  
 

You should make yourself aware of the Senate Regulations and the key Codes of Practice and Rules 
that govern your studies and behaviour in St Andrews.  
 

These are all available on the University web page under the Sections on Academic Matters and 
Rules and Regulations. 
 
SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES - ÒSÓ CODE 
 

ÔSÕ Coding is the method the University uses to recognise that special circumstances have affected 
performance in the modules concerned. ÔSÕ coding may only be applied to Honours or taught 
postgraduate modules, except for taught postgraduate project or dissertation modules which are 
excluded.   ÔSÕ coding may only be applied as a result of, and with, the explicit consent of the 
student and with the approval of the School. The final decision to ÔSÕ code a module grade rests 
with the School. You should be aware that a maximum of 25% of the overall Honours credits 
required or 50% of the taught element of a postgraduate award may be ÔSÕ coded.  
 

If you feel that most or all of the work of a module has been adversely affected by personal 
circumstances during your final junior and senior Honours years or during the taught modules of a 
taught postgraduate programme you should contact your School in the first instance indicating the 
circumstances of the difficulty experienced. This may relate to ongoing illness, close family 
bereavement or other significant personal difficulties. 
 

You must bring this information to the attention of the School as soon as possible as there are a 
number of ways to deal with such situations, ÔSÕ coding being the final option. It may be possible 
(and it is viewed as preferable) to arrange deferred assessments or extended submission dates rather 
than applying ÔSÕ to the entire module. However it should be noted that if such arrangements are 
made, (extensions or deferred assessments etc), it is unlikely that you will also be entitled to have 
the module ÔSÕ coded as well.  
 

Further information on the UniversityÕs Policy and Procedures on Special Circumstances may be 
obtained from http://www.st-andrews.ac.uk/media/S-coding-guide.pdf 
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STAFF-STUDENT COUNCIL  
 

There will be a Staff-Student Council which will meet once a term, whose agreed communiquŽ will be 
put on the notice-board.  The role of the Council is to monitor the organisation of academic life in the 
Department as the session unfolds.  There will be a representative from each level of the student body.  
You are urged to bring all matters of concern to the attention of your representative.  If problems arise, 
the sooner they are ironed out the better! 
 
STUDENT SUPPORT AND GUIDANCE  
 

Student Support is available to provide advice, assistance and support in all areas of your life which 
may affect your academic studies. You can seek information and advice on a wide range of issues 
including immigration, disability services, study related problems, mental health support and 
student finances. The main reception area of Student Support is on the first floor of the StudentsÕ 
Association building, where you can obtain information and/or be referred to the appropriate person 
within Student Support to assist you. You are encouraged to come in when any issue or difficulty 
arises and it is very easy to access its services Ð simply email, call or drop in and you will be able to 
speak to someone as soon as possible. Further information is available at:  http://www.st-
andrews.ac.uk/students/safety/ 
 

You may wish to obtain advice and guidance from within your School in the first instance The 
School office will normally identify the most appropriate person to speak to you.  
 

Please be assured that personal matters will be dealt with confidentially and information will only 
be passed on to other members of staff in accordance with the University Student Confidentiality 
Policy:- http://www.st-andrews.ac.uk/media/Student%20Confidentiality%20Code.pdf 
 
TERMINATION OF STUDIES 
 

If your performance is unsatisfactory and you have gained insufficient credits for you to progress to 
the next stage of your programme, your studies may be terminated. This decision is taken by the 
Faculty Business Committee not the School but usually following a recommendation from the 
School. 
 

If you are in this situation you will be notified that your studies are being terminated and you will 
have ten working days within which to submit a request for the decision to be reviewed by the 
Faculty. This should be supported by appropriate documentary evidence specifying the reasons. If 
this request is unsuccessful and the Faculty proceeds to terminate your studies you will have one 
further right to an appeal to the Senate of the University. In this case appeals should be submitted to 
the Academic Registrar within one calendar month of receiving the outcome of the Review request 
to the School. Students who do not appeal against Termination of Studies will have their studies 
automatically discontinued. 
 

Full details on the acceptable grounds for appeal and the processes involved are available from: 
http://www.st-andrews.ac.uk/media/code_of_practice_on_student_appeals_080324.pdf 
 

If you think your studies may be at risk, contact the relevant Pro Dean or Student Support. 
 
UNDERGRADUATE  RESEARCH INTERNSHIP PROGRAMME (URIP)  
 

This programme was recently introduced with the intention of giving undergraduate students the 
opportunity to experience research during the summer vacation. The URIP is open to students who 
are matriculated at the University of St Andrews and who will typically have completed their 
penultimate year of studies. URIP funding (currently at £180 per week for up to ten weeks) cannot 
be used to support research for a credit-bearing programme. Details of the scheme, including 
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information about the application procedures, are published during the academic year.  The 
programme is administered by the Deans of Arts and Science.  
 

For full details of the application process visit: http://www.st-andrews.ac.uk/students/academic/internships/ 
 
UNIVERSITY AND SCHOOL SERVICES 
 

Use of library and computer facilities 
For information on use of the University Library and Information Services, please see 
http://www.st-andrews.ac.uk/library/ 
 

Honours Library ADAM ARE WE CONTINUING THE HONS LIBRARY?  
Open 10 hours per week (http://www.st-andrews.ac.uk/philosophy/anthropology/studres.htm#honslib) 
 

Student Support 
The UniversityÕs Student Support Services website is  http://www.st-andrews.ac.uk/sss/  
Student Support Services offers confidential help for students in dealing with any problems and issues 
which may be affecting their studies. 
 

Students with Special Needs 
Students with special needs or disabilities should contact the School Disabilities & Support Coordinator, 
Dr Stephanie Bunn (sjb20).   
Please also see the website at Student Support Services for further details: 
 http://www.st-andrews.ac.uk/students/SafetyandWell-being/Disabilities/  
 
WITHDRAWAL FROM A MOD ULE 
 

If you wish to withdraw from a module after the second week of a semester, you should discuss the 
matter with your Adviser of Studies who will then contact the Pro Dean (Advising) to seek the 
appropriate approval.  
 
WITHDRAWAL FROM STUDI ES 
 

If you are considering withdrawing from your studies at the University you should discuss the 
matter with your Adviser of Studies in the first instance. You should arrange to do this as early as 
possible as there are often alternative options open to you that would not require the final step of 
permanent withdrawal from the University.  If you do decide you wish to withdraw from your 
studies you must contact the appropriate Pro Dean who will be able to offer guidance on your 
options and who will ensure that the process is completed correctly. 
 

You should be aware that there are fee implications when you withdraw from your studies part of 
the way through an academic year. You should therefore ensure you contact the Fees Officer in the 
Registry to obtain early advice on the final implications of your decision before you complete your 
withdrawal.  
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STAFF IN THE DEPARTME NT 
 
 

Dr Stephanie Bunn Lecturer in Social Anthropology 
Areas of Interest: Pastoral nomadism; material culture; human-environment relationships; 

learning and skill; childhood; space and perception; vernacular architecture. 
Area Speciality:  Post Socialist Eurasia 
Room:   58 
Tel:    46 2997 
Email:  sjb20 
 
Dr Tony Crook   Senior Lecturer in Social Anthropology 
Areas of Interest: Research on Melanesian and anthropological knowledge practices, ritual, 

gardens, mining, machine-thinking, and property rights.   
Area Speciality:  Papua New Guinea 
Room:   Top Floor, 71 North Street 
Tel:    46 2818  
Email:  tc23 
 
Professor Roy Dilley   Professor of Social Anthropology 
Areas of Interest: Theory, method and practice in anthropology; politics, power and 

knowledge; economy and society; Islam and the anthropology of religion.     
Area Speciality:  History and Ethnography of West Africa 
Room:   21 
Tel:    46 2984  
Email:  rmd 
 
Dr Stan Frankland Lecturer in Social Anthropology 
Area of Interest: East Africa and Uganda, Hunter Gatherers, Tourism & Development, Myths, 

Representation 
Room 47 
Tel: 46 2979 
Email: mcf1 
 
Dr Paloma Gay y Blasco Senior Lecturer in Social Anthropology 
Area of Interest: Feminist Anthropology, sex and gender, Gypsies, memory, marginality 
Area Speciality: Europe 
Room:   1 (top floor, United College) 
Tel :   46 2950 
Email :   pgyb 
 
Professor Peter Gow  Professor of Social Anthropology 
Areas of Interest: Research on myth, history, kinship, aesthetics 
Area Speciality:  Amazonia 
Room:   2nd Floor, 71 North Street 
Tel:   46 2817 
Email:  pgg2 
 
Dr Mark Harris  Senior Lecturer in Social Anthropology 
Area of Interest: Identity, ecological anthropology, the anthropology of embodiment and 

experience, social science methodology, and the ethnography of the 
Brazilian Amazon and South America. 

Area Speciality: South America 
Room:   Top Floor, 71 North Street 
Tel:   46 2981 
Email:   mh25 
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Dr Morten Nielsen Research Fellow in Social Anthropology 
Area of Interest: temporality, materiality, personhood, aesthetics, the city, methods in 

anthropology (Manchester School approaches), property rights, urban 
governance, architecture, 

Area Speciality: Latin America (Brazil), subSaharan Africa (Mozambique) 
Room:   Top Floor, 71 North Street 
Tel:   46 2980 
Email:   mn210 
 
Professor Tristan Platt  Professor of Social Anthropology 
Areas of Interest:  Orality and literacy; language and textuality, history and historiography; 

political economy of mining and technology; migration, the Atlantic world 
and Spain; nation, ethnicity and citizenship; (post)colonialism and religion.  
Andes, Quechua, Bolivia. 

Room:  1st Floor, 71 North Street 
Tel:  46 2983 
Email:  tp    
 
Prof Nigel Rapport  Professor of Social Anthropology.  
Areas of Interest:  Individuality, globalism, semantics, literary anthropology, humanism, 

science, consciousness and narrative, and the ethnography of the Yorkshire 
Dales, Newfoundland, Israel and Scotland.  

Room:  3 (top floor, United College) 
Tel:  46 2978 
Email:  njr2  
 
Dr Adam Reed Lecturer Social Anthropology.  
Areas of Interest:  Melanesia, incarceration, literature and reading, new media and the city, 

London 
Room:  56 
Tel:  46 2974 
Email:  ader    
 
Dr Will Rollason Lecturer in Social Anthropology  
Areas of Interest:  Papua New Guinea, especially Milne Bay Province; globalization and socio-

economic change; intergenerational relations; ethnographic methods; football. 
Room:  57 
Tel:  46 1961 
Email:  wr21 
 
Professor Christina Toren Professor of Social Anthropology 
Areas of Interest: Fiji and the Pacific, and Melanesia.  Theoretical interests include: exchange 

processes; spatio-temporality as a dimension of human being; sociality, 
kinship and ideas of the person; the analysis of ritual; epistemology; 
ontogeny as a historical process. 

Room:   1st Floor, 71 North Street 
Tel :   46 2973 
Email:   christina.toren 
 
Dr Huon Wardle  Lecturer in Social Anthropology 
Areas of Interest: The West Indies and Modernity, creolisation, comedy and mischief, 

imagination and perception.  Kingston, Jamaica. 
Room:   20 
Tel :   46 2982 
Email:   hobw 
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MODULE PROGRAMME  
 

Honours Structure in Social Anthropology 2009-2010 is presented below.   
  
2009/10 
Semester One Modules 

  
Semester Two Modules 

SA3033 
Regional Ethnography II:  living with material culture (SB) 

 SA3056 
Melanesian Anthropology (TC) 

SA3049 
Perception, Imagination and Communication (HW) 

 SA3059 
Colonial and post-colonial representations (SF) 

SA3050 
Interpreting Social and Cultural Phenomena (CT) 

 SA3506  
Methods in Social Anthropology 

SA3055 
Anthropology and History (TP) 

 SA4856 
Anthropology, Christianity and Modernity (MH) 

SA3057 
Sex and Gender (PGYB) 

 SA4860 
Amazonia (PG) 

  SA4861 
Ethnography of Fieldwork (AR) 

 
                
SA3506 Methods in Social Anthropology (Compulsory for those taking SA4099) - (30 credits) 
 
SA4098 Library-based Dissertation  (30 credits, Personal supervisor and Department Seminars)   

 
SA4099 Primary research-based Dissertation (30 credits, Personal supervisor and Department Seminars)   
 
Lecturers for modules abbreviated as follows: 
SB:  Dr Stephanie Bunn TC: Dr Tony Crook SF:  Dr Stan Frankland 
PGB: Dr Paloma Gay y Blasco PG:  Prof Peter Gow MH:  Dr Mark Harris 
TP:  Mr Tristan Platt NR:  Prof Nigel Rapport AR:  Dr Adam Reed 
WR:  Dr Will Rollason CT:  Prof Christina Toren HW: Dr Huon Wardle 
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SECTION THREE 
 

MODULES AVAILABLE IN 2009/10 Ð SEMESTER 1 
 
 

SA3033  REGIONAL ETHNOGRAPHY II:  
   L IVING WITH MATERIAL CULTURE  
   Dr Stephanie Bunn (sjb20) 

 
Semester:      1     Credits:  30 
 
Teaching:    2 hours per week plus 1 hour practical/film 
 
Class Hours:  Wednesdays 10 Ð 11am (practical session or film) 
   Thursdays 10am Ð 12pm (lecture and seminar)  
 
Venue:   Departmental Seminar Room, unless otherwise stated 
 
Course assessment: Choice of an assessed essay of 3000 words, or an assessed student display with 

a shorter reflective essay  = 50% 
 One 3 hour exam  = 50% 
 

 
L IVING WITH MATERIAL CULTURE  
 
The study of material culture is foundational to the study of anthropology. Indeed thinking of 
peopleÕs ÔthingsÕ as artifacts of culture, and as ÔobjectsÕ worthy of study in themselves, has been 
with our discipline since its beginnings. Thus, human artefacts have been regarded as the ÔmaterialÕ 
expression of human ÔcultureÕ by archaeologists and anthropologists, and have played a significant 
role in the history of our two disciplines. Archaeologists have used objects to reconstruct past 
peopleÕs lives and explore questions on the Ôorigins of cultureÕ, while anthropologists have 
collected and ÔsalvagedÕ objects from other societies as ways of communicating and interpreting 
peopleÕs lived social and cultural experiences.  
 
Very recently, there has been a great resurgence of interest in this subject, along with important new 
approaches to thinking about ÔthingsÕ and the relationships people create with and through them. 
The aim of this course is to understand the significance of human-made objects, not just as Ôthings-
in-themselvesÕ but as they are lived, from the action of the senses and bodily skill in the 
transformation of materials into artefacts, to their use in human communities, and the consumption 
and display of objects in acts of ritual and excess. We will explore how people Ômake homeÕ 
through objects in domestic activities such as building houses or customising lorry cabs; how 
objects can transform us in life-cycle events such as weddings or funerals; the role of monuments, 
souvenirs and shrines in memory, heritage and ceremony; the transformational nature of objects 
through re-appropriation and recycling; and the relationship between magical objects and Ôworks of 
artÕ. We will also examine the act of collecting and how ethnographic museums can affect the ways 
in which people think about others through the categorisation and display of artefacts. In the 
process, we will discuss key themes and debates in the anthropology of material culture, including 
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perception, materiality, agency, consumption, memory, aesthetics, heritage and the relevance of a 
phenomenological approach for this subject.  
Alongside lectures and discussion, we will gain practical experience through additional input by 
staff from MUSA, Museum and Gallery Studies, and the Anstruther Fisheries Museum, as well as 
from retired East Neuk fishermen and local knitting innovator, Di Gilpin. 
 
COURSE FORMAT  
 
Weekly two hour lecture and seminar, plus a one hour weekly practical session to include hands-on 
activity and/or film to complement lectures. On Wednesday 4 November there will be a visit to Fife 
Fisheries Museum, Anstruther, with practical sessions and demonstrations. All components of the 
module are essential for an integrated approach to this subject 
 
Selected key readings: 
¥ Boas, F Primitive Art. New York: Dover 
¥ Gell, A 1998 Art and Agency: An Anthropological Theory. Oxford: Clarendon Press 
¥ Bunn, SJ 1999 The Importance of Materials. In Journal of Museum Ethnography 11, 15-28 
¥ Ingold, T 2000 The Perception of the Environment. London: Routledge 
¥ Pallasmaa, J 2009 The Thinking Hand. Chichester: Wiley 
¥ Schneider, J Cloth and Human Experience. Washington: Smithsonian Institute Press 
¥ Clifford, J 1988 The Predicament of Culture. University of California Press. C 10 
¥ Barkan, E (ed) 2002 Claiming the Stones, Naming the Bones: Cultural Property and the 

Negotiation of National and Ethnic Identity. Washington: the Getty Research Institute. 
¥ Thompson, E.P. 1991 Time and Work-Discipline and Industrial Capitalism. In Customs in  
¥ Common by E.P. Thompson. London: Penguin 
¥ Miller , D 1983 Things ainÕt what they used to be. RAIN (Royal Anthropological Institute News), 

59 (Dec), 5-7 
¥ Tilley, C et al (eds) 2006 The Handbook of Material Culture. London: Sage 
¥ Henare, A et al (eds) Thinking through thing: theorising artefacts ethnographically. London: 

Routledge 
¥ Edwards, E., Gosden, C., Phillips, R (eds). 2006 Sensible Objects Sensible Objects London: Berg 
¥ Connerton, P 1989 How Societies Remember. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. C 1 
¥ Kuchler, S 1987 Malangan: art and memory in a Melanesian society. In Man (NS) 22 
¥ Pallasmaa, J 1996 The Eyes of the Skin. Academy Editions 
¥ Bloomer, K & Moore, C 1977 Body, Memory and Architecture. Yale University Press 
¥ Turner, V 1990 Are there universal of performance in myth, ritual and drama. In  By Means of 

Performance by R. Schechner (ed). 
¥ Morphy, H 1989 From dull to brilliant: the aesthetics of spiritual power among the Yolngu. In 

Man (NS) 24 (1) 21-40 
¥ Gow, P 1999 Piro designs: painting as meaningful action in an Amazonian lived world. In 

Journal of the Royal Anthropological Institute 5 (2) 229-246 
¥ Cerny, C and Seriff, S 1996 Recycled, Re-seen: Folk Art from the Global Scrap Heap. Abrams 
 
LECTURE TOPICS INCLUD E 
 
The significance of material culture for anthropology, from cave paintings to ethnographic art; 
growing and making - exploring the relationship between material and object; skill, apprenticeship 
and learning; gifts, consumption and commodification; collecting, defining and ÔowningÕ other 
peopleÕs objects; memory and heritage; house forms and living spaces - living, dwelling, building; 
splendour and gender Ð performed objects; art and magic - from meaning to what is Ômeaningful in 
lifeÕ; the end and the beginning - recycling, reforming and challenging ideas of cultural 
transmission. 
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SA3049  PERCEPTION, IMAGINATION AND COMMUNICATION  
   Dr Huon Wardle (hobw) 

 
Semester:      1     Credits:  30 
 
Teaching:    2 hours per week  
 
Class Hour:  Wednesdays 11am Ð 1pm  
 
Venue:   Departmental Seminar Room 
 
 
This module will explore the basic human capacities to see, envision and share knowledge as these 
are transformed across diverse cultures. We will examine different kinds of evidence - the 
experience of a blind man regaining sight or the existence of culturally localised forms of madness - 
asking what these tell us about human perceptual, imaginative and communicative abilities. The 
module will involve some experimentation along the lines of Bartlett's famous 'War of the Ghosts' 
experiment. StudentÕs will be asked to design their own experiment or exploration of the variability 
and unification of perceptual and imaginative processes. 
 
ASSIGNMENTS 
 
ÔProvocationÕ. (maximum 900 words). Deadline 4pm Friday 6th November. 
Design a ÔprovocationÕ to explore peopleÕs understandings concerning knowledge that is thought to 
be ÔlearntÕ versus knowledge that is considered ÔinnateÕ; or about things/qualities that are ÔnaturalÕ 
versus things/qualities that are ÔculturalÕ. Further details in the course handout. 
Module essay. Deadline 4pm 18th December. Essay questions available in course handout. 
 
THEMATIC READING LIST  
 
Anticipations of perception: 
¥ Cassirer, E. 1944. An Essay on Man: An Introduction to the Philosophy of Human Culture. New 

Haven: Yale University Press. (pp. 31-41) 
¥ Gregory, R.L. and J.G. Wallace. 1963. Recovery from Early Blindness: A Case Study (available 

from http://www.richardgregory.org/papers/recovery_blind/contents.htm) 
¥ Bateson, G. 1979. Mind and Nature: A Necessary Unity. (pp. 38-49) 
 
The reality of the unseen: 
¥ Pilcher, H. 2009. ÔThe Science of Voodoo: When Mind Attacks BodyÕ New Scientist, 16th May. 

(available at http://www.newscientist.com/article/mg20227081.100-the-science-of-voodoo-
when-mind-attacks-body.html?page=1) 

¥ Kearney, M. 2004. Changing Fields of Anthropology. Maryland: Rowman and Littlefield. (Ch2 
ÔA very bad disease of the armsÕ). 

¥ James, W. 1902. The Varieties of Religious Experience. London: Longmans. (chIII, ÔThe reality 
of the unseenÕ). 

¥ Evans-Pritchard, E. Witchcraft, Oracles and Magic among the Azande. Oxford: OUP. (chapter 1) 
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Case Study: Zombification: 
¥ Littlewood, R. 1997. ÔClinical Findings in Three Cases of ZombificationÕ The Lancet, 350:1094-

96. 
¥ Metraux, A. 1946. ÔThe Concept of Soul in Haitian VodouÕ Southwestern Journal of 

Anthropology 2(1): 84-92. 
 
Culture and schematisation: 
¥ Cole, M. and S. Scribner. 1974. Culture and Thought. New York: John Wiley. (chapter 5. 

ÔCulture and conceptual processesÕ). 
¥ Tambiah, S. 1990. Magic, Science and Religion and the Scope of Rationality. Cambridge: CUP 

(pp. 100-110,132-135). 
¥ Attneave, F. 1971. ÔMultistability in PerceptionÕ Scientific American, 225. 
 
Symbolisation, distinction, discrimination:  
¥ Film: The Essential Blue-Eyed. Dir. Jane Elliott. 
¥ Scholem, G. 1971. The Messianic Idea in Judaism. London: Allen Unwin. (ch ÔThe star of 

David: history of a symbolÕ). 
¥ Wardle, H. ÔSchismogenesis in a Belfast UrinalÕ Anthropology Today 17(3):24-25. 
¥ Levi-Strauss, C. 1962. Totemism. Boston: Beacon (ch5 ÔTotemism from withinÕ). 
 
Intuition and relevance-seeking: 
¥ Berne, E. 1949. ÔThe Nature of IntuitionÕ The Psychiatric Quarterly 23:203-226 
¥ Levinson, S. 1995. ÔStories in the Social and Mental Life of PeopleÕ in Goody, E. (ed.) Social 

Intelligence and interaction. Cambridge: CUP (pp. 225-239). 
 
Case Study: diagnosing madness: 
¥ Littlewood, R. 1997. Aliens and Alienists. Oxford: Routledge. (ch1) 
¥ Czaplicka, M. Aboriginal Siberia: A Study in Social Anthropology. Oxford: Clarendon (ChIV 

ÔArctic HysteriaÕ). 
¥ Rowan, J. 1978. The Structured Crowd. London: Davis-Poynter. (ch9). 
 
Dreams and visions: 
¥ Tedlock, B. 1987. Dreaming: Anthropological and Psychological interpretations. Cambridge: 

CUP (ch1) 
¥ Homiak, J. 1987. ÔThe Mystic Revelation of Rasta Far-EyeÕ (in Tedlock above) 
¥ Radin, P. 1914. ÔA Sketch of the Peyote Cult of the Winnie-Bago: A Study in BorrowingÕ. 

Journal of Religious Psychology 7(1):1-22. 
 
Mutuality of self and body: 
¥ Leenhardt, M. Do Kamo. Chicago: UChicagoP. 
¥ Bakhtin, M. Art and Answerability. Texas:UTP. (pp.36-64) 
¥ Seeger, A. 1975. ÔThe Meaning of Body Ornaments: A Suya ExampleÕ Ethnology 14(3):211-224 

(available electronically). 
 
The preparation of meaning: 
¥ Bakhtin, M. 1994. Speech Genres and Other Late Essays. Texas: UTP. (pp.74-100) 
¥ Propp, V. ÔTransformations in Fairy TalesÕ in Maranda, P. (ed.) Mythology. Harmondsworth: 

Penguin. 
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SA3050  INTERPRETING SOCIAL AND CULTURAL PHENOMENA  
   Professor Christina Toren (christina.toren) 

 
Semester:      1     Credits:  30 
 
Teaching:    One two-hour session per week, lecture and seminar discussion based on readings 
 
Class Hours:  Tuesdays 10am Ð 12pm in Seminar Room 50 
 
Office Hours: Wednesday 12 - 2pm Ð First Floor, 71 North Street 
 Please feel free to drop in at these times, or make an appointment by email 
 
Course assessment: One assessed essay of 3000 words  = 50%   due at 4pm on Wed 16 Dec 2009 
 One three hour examination  = 50% 
 

 
A WebCT site supports this module. The site includes details of lectures, readings, links to 
biography, reference and encyclopedia resources, learning support materials and an on-line tutorial 
discussion facility. The site can be accessed from the ÔStudying at St AndrewsÕ page on the 
University website, and then by entering via your username and password.  
 
A Reader Pack is available which contains key readings. These can be bought in the Department 
Office, cash only. Other readings are available in Short Loan, the Honours Library or via WebCT in 
some cases. 
 
LECTURE ONE:  INTERPRETING SOCIAL AND CULTURAL PHENOMENA  
 
¥ Peter L. Berger, The Social Construction of Reality: A Treatise in the Sociology of Knowledge, 

Anchor, 1967. 
¥ Pierre Bourdieu, Distinction: A Social Critique of the Judgement of Taste, Harvard University 

Press,1987. 
¥ Vivien Burr Social Constructionism, Roputledge, 2003 
¥ Ian Hacking, The Social Construction of What?, Harvard University Press, 1999. 
¥ Chris Jenks (ed) Core sociological dichotomies Sage. 1998. 
¥ George Herbert Mead. Mind, Self and Society From the Standpoint of a Social Behaviourist. 

Edited with Introduction by Charles W. Morris. Chicago, University of Chicago Press. 1934. 
¥ Henrietta L.Moore and Todd Sanders, eds. Anthropology in Theory. Issues in Epistemology, 

Blackwell, 2006. 
¥ See Chapters 15, Holy and Stuchlik, 17, Ingold, 19 Toren, 20 Robertson, 23 Keesing, 41 Moore, 

44 Strathern, 51 Viveiros de Castro, 54 Latour. 
¥ Bradd Shore, Culture in Mind: Cognition, culture and the problem of meaning, Oxford: O.U.P., 

1996. 
¥ R.A.Shweder & R.A.LeVine eds. Culture Theory:  Essays on Mind, Self and Emotion, C.U.P. 

1984. 
¥ R.A. Shweder, Thinking Through Cultures. Expeditions in Cultural Psychology, Harvard U.P. 

1991. 
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LECTURES TWO AND THREE: LOVE 
 
¥ Francesca M. Cancian, Love in America: Gender and Self-Development, 1987. 
¥ Nickie Charles, Gender in Modern Britain, Oxford University Press, 2002. See especially 

Chapter 6, ÔYoung men and the crisis of masculinityÕ and Chapter 7 ÔSexuality, power, and 
genderÕ. 

¥ R.W. Connell, Gender, Cambridge, Polity Press, 2002. See especially Chapter 5, ÔGender in 
personal lifeÕ. 

¥ Scott L. Coltrane and Randall Collins, Sociology of Marriage and the Family: Gender, Love, and 
Property  Wadsworth Publishing, 2000. 

¥ Sophie Day, ÔWhat counts as rape? Physical assault and broken contracts: contrasting views of 
rape among London sex workersÕ, in Penelope Harvey & Peter Gow, Sex and Violence: Issues in 
Representation and Experience, London & New York, Routledge, 1994. 

¥ Jack D. Douglas & Freda Cruse Atwell, Love, Intimacy and Sex, Sage Publications, 1988. 
¥ Victoria Goddard, ÔHonour and shame: the control of womenÕs sexuality and group identity in 

Naples, in Pat Caplan ed. The Culturall Construction of Sexuality, London and New York, 
Tavistock Publications, 1987. 

¥ Fernando Henriques, The Sociology of Sex, Panther, 1959. 
¥ James M. Honeycutt & James M. Cantrill, Cognition, Communication and Romantic 

Relationships, London, Lawrence Erlbaum Associates, 2001. See especially Chapter 2, 
ÔSchemata, scenes and scripts for romantic relationshipsÕ and Chapter 6, ÔDeveloping 
relationships: stage theories vs. relational memory theoryÕ. 

¥ Margaret Jackson, ÔFacts of lifeÕ of the eroticization of womenÕs oppression? Sexology and the 
social construction of heterosexuality, in Pat Caplan ed. The Cultural Construction of Sexuality, 
London and New York, Tavistock Publications, 1987. 

¥ Stephen W. Kidd, ÔKnowledge and the practice of love and hate among the Enxet of ParaguayÕ, 
in Joanna Overing and Alan Passes (eds) The Anthropology of Love and Anger. The Aesthetics of 
Conviviality in Native Amazonia, London and New York, Routledge, 2000. 

¥ Daniel Terrance Mahoney, Love, Identity and Belonging in Everyday Gay Lives, University of 
Essex, 2002. 

¥ Cecilia McCallum, ÔRitual and the origin of sexuality in the Alto XinguÕ, in Penelope Harvey & 
Peter Gow, Sex and Violence: Issues in Representation and Experience, London & New York, 
Routledge, 1994. 

¥ Nici Nelson, ÔSelling her kioskÕ: Kikuyu notions of sexuality and sex for sale in Mathare valley, 
Kenya, in Pat Caplan ed. The Culturall Construction of Sexuality, London and New York, 
Tavistock Publications, 1987. 

¥ Joanna Overing and Alan Passes (eds) The Anthropology of Love and Anger. The Aesthetics of 
Conviviality in Native Amazonia, London and New York, Routledge, 2000. 

¥ Robert J. Sternberg & Michael L. Barnes, The Psychology of Love, New Haven, Yale University 
Press, 1988. 

¥ Christina Toren, ÔCompassion for one another: constituting kinship as intentionality in FijiÕ, 
1996 Malinowski Lecture, Journal of the Royal Anthropological Institute, 5, 265-280, 1999. 

¥ Christina Toren, ÔTransforming love: representing Fijian hierarchyÕ, in Mind, Materiality and 
History: Explorations in Fijian Ethnography, London & New York, Routledge, 1999 

 
LECTURES FOUR AND FIVE : CHILDREN AND CHILDHOO D 
 
¥ J.L. Briggs, Aspects of Inuit Value Socialisation, Mercury Series, Ottowa:  National Museums of 

Canada, 1979. 
¥ Jean Briggs, Inuit Morality Play, Yale University Press, 1999. 
¥ Janet Carsten, ÔChildren in between:  aspects of sharing and mediation between houses in Pulau 

LangkawiÕ, Man, 1991. 
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¥ Meyer Fortes, ÔSocial and psychological aspects of education in TalelandÕ in Time and Social 
Structure and other essays, London: Athlone, 1970. 

¥ L.R.Goldman,  ChildÕs Play. Myth, Mimesis and Make-Believe, Oxford, Berg, 1998. 
¥ Alma Gottlieb, The Afterlife is Where we Come From. The culture of infancy in west Africa.: 

Chicago University Press.2004 
¥ Peter Gow, ÔThe perverse child: desire in a native Amazonian subsistence economyÕ, Man, 

(N.S.) 24, 299-314, 1989. 
¥ Peter Gow. ÔHelpless. The Affective Preconditions of Piro Social LifeÕ, in Joanna Overing and 

Alan Passes (eds) The Anthropology of Love and Hate: the Aesthetics of Conviviality in Native 
Amazonia, London, Routledge. 2000. 

¥ Tobias Hecht, At Home in the Street: Street Children of Northeast Brazil, Cambridge University 
Press, 1998. 

¥ Harry Hendrick, ÔConstructions and reconstructions of British childhood: an interpretive survey, 
1800 to the presentÕ in A.James & A.Prout (eds) Constructing and Reconstructing Childhood, 
London, New York, The Falmer Press, 1990. 

¥ S. Howell, ÔFrom child to human: Chewong concepts of selfÕ, in J.Jahoda & I.M. Lewis (eds), 
Acquiring  Culture, London, Croom Helm 1988. 

¥ Allison James, Childhood Identities.  Self and social relationships in the experience of the child, 
Edinburgh University Press, 1993 

¥ Allison James, Chris Jenks and Alan Prout, Theorizing Childhood, Polity Press 1998. See 
Chapters 8 and 10. 

¥ Chris Jenks, Childhood, London and New York, Routledge, 1996. 
¥ W. Kessen, ÔThe child and other cultural inventionsÕ in F.S. Kessel & A.W. Siegel (eds) The 

Child and Other Cultural Inventions, Praeger Publishers, 1983. 
¥ Robert A. LeVine, Suzanne Dixon, Sarah LeVine et al, Child Care and Culture: Lessons from 

Africa, Cambridge University Press 1994. 
¥ Judy de Loache and Alma Gottlieb (eds),  A World of Babies, Cambridge University Press, 2000. 
¥ Helen Morton, Becoming Tongan: An Ethnography of childhood, University of Hawaii Press, 

1996. 
¥ Karin Norman, A Sound Family Makes a Sound State. Ideology and upbringing in a German 

village, Stockholm Anthropology, 1991. 
¥ Elinor Ochs & Bambi B. Schieffelin, ÔLanguage acquisition and socialization: three 

developmental stories and their implicationsÕ, in R.A. Shweder & R. A. LeVine (eds) Culture 
Theory: Essays on Mind, Self and Emotion, Cambridge University Press, 1984. 

¥ F.J. Porter Poole, ÔComing into social being:  cultural images of infants in Bimin-Kuskusmin 
folk psychologyÕ, in G.M. White & J. Kirkpatrick (eds) Person, Self and Experience, University 
of California Press, 1985. 

¥ Lee Ross, ÔThe intuitive scientist formulation and its developmental implicationsÕ, in J.H. Flavell 
& L.Ross (eds), Social Cognitive Development, Cambridge University Press, 1981. 

¥ Nancy Scheper-Hughes and Carolyn Sargent (eds), Small Wars. The Cultural Politics of 
Childhood, University of California Press, 1998. 

¥ Bambi Schieffelin, The Give and Take of Everyday Life, Cambridge, New York: Cambridge 
University Press, 1990. 

¥ Bambi B. Schieffelin, ÔTeasing and shaming in Kaluli childrenÕs interactionÕ in B Schieffelin & 
E Ochs (eds) Language socialization across cultures, Cambridge: CUP, 1986. 

¥ Charles Stafford, The Roads of Chinese Childhood.  Learning and identification in Angang, 
Cambridge University Press 1995. 

¥ Carolyn Steedman, ÔListen how the caged bird sings...Õ in C.Steedman, C.Urwin & V. 
Walkerdine (eds)  Language, Gender and Childhood, Routledge & Kegan Paul, 1985. 

¥ Christina Toren,  Making Sense of Hierarchy.  Cognition as social process in Fiji, L.S.E. 
Monographs in Social Anthropology 61, London, The Athlone Press, 1990. 
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¥ Christina Toren, ÔMaking history:  the significance of childhood cognition for a comparative 
anthropology of mindÕ, Man (NS) 28:461-478, 1993. 

¥ Christina Toren, 'The child in mind' in H.Whitehouse (ed.) New Perspectives on Cognition, 
London, Berg. 2001 

¥ Christina Toren,  ÔCompassion for one another: constituting kinship as intentionality in FijiÕ, 
1996 Malinowski Lecture, the Journal of the Royal Anthropological Institute, (N.S.) 5, 265-280 
September, 1999. 

¥ Christina Toren, Mind, Materiality and History. Explorations in Fijian Ethnography, London & 
New York, Routledge, 1999. Introduction and Part Two. 

¥ Cathy Urwin, ÔConstructing motherhood: the persuasion of normal developmentÕ, in 
C.Steedman, C.Urwin & V. Walkerdine (eds)  Language, Gender and Childhood, Routledge & 
Kegan Paul, 1985 

¥ K. Watson-Gegeo & D. Gegeo, ÔCalling-out and repeating routines in KwaraÕae childrenÕs 
language socializationÕ, in B Schieffelin & E Ochs (eds) Language Socialization Across 
Cultures, Cambridge: CUP, 1986. 

 
LECTURES SIX AND SEVEN:  FOOD AND EATING  
 
¥ E.N. Anderson Everyone Eats: Understanding Food and Culture , NYU Press, 2005. 
¥ Bob Ashley, Food and Cultural Studies (Studies in Consumption and Markets, Routledge, 2004 
¥ Beardsworth, Sociology on the Menu: An Invitation to the Study of Food and Society Routledge. 

1997. 
¥ Pat Caplan, Feasts, Food and Famine: Food for Thought, University of London, Goldsmiths 

College, 1992. 
¥ Kim Chernin, The Hungry Self: Women, Eating and Identity, Virago, 1985. 
¥ Mark Conner & Christopher J. Armitage, The Social Psychology of Food, Open University 

Press, 2002. See especially Chapter 6, ÔFood and social influenceÕ. 
¥ Carole M. Counihan, The Anthropology of Food and Body, London & New York, Routledge, 

1999. See especially Chapter 3, ÔFood, power and female identity in contemporary FlorenceÕ. 
¥ Carole Counihan, Food And Culture: A Reader , Routledge, 2007 
¥ Pat Crotty, ÔFood and classÕ, in John Germov & Lauren Williams, (eds) A Sociology of Food and 

Nutrition. The Social Appetite, Oxford University Press, 1999. 
¥ John Germov and Lauren Williams, eds. A Sociology of Food & Nutrition: The Social Appetite , 

Oxford University Press, USA; 2004 
¥ Jack Goody, Cooking, Cuisine and Class: A Study in Comparative Sociology, Cambridge 

University Press, 1982. See especially Chapter 5, ÔIndustrial food: towards the development of 
world cuisineÕ and Chapter 6, ÔThe impact of the world systemÕ. 

¥ Don Kulick and Anne Meneley, eds. Fat. The Anthropology of an Obsession. Jeremy P. 
Tarcher/Penguin, 2005. 

¥ Deborah Lupton, Food, the Body and the Self, London, Sage Publications, 1996. See especially 
Chapter 1, ÔTheoretical perspectives on food and eatingÕ and Chapter 2, ÔFood, the family and 
childhoodÕ. 

¥ Jeremy MacClancy, Consuming Culture, London, Chapmans, 1992. 
¥ Susana Matos Viegas. ÔEating with your favourite mother: time and sociality in a Brazilian 

Amerindian communityÕ. JRAI Vol 9 (1): 23-37. 2003 
¥ Sidney W. Mintz. Sweetness and Power: The Place of Sugar in Modern History  Penguin,1986. 
¥ Jane Ogden, The Psychology of Eating: From Healthy to Disordered Behaviour, Oxford, 

Blackwell 2003. See especially Chapter 3 ÔFood choiceÕ and Chapter 4 ÔThe meaning of foodÕ. 
¥ Leon Rappoport, How We Eat: Appetite, Culture, and the Psychology of Food , Ecw Press. 2003 
¥ John L. Smith, The Psychology of Eating, Palgrave, 2004. See especially Chapter 2 ÔNon-

biological perspectivesÕ. 
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¥ Christina Toren, ÔDrinking cash: the purification of money through ceremonial exchange in FijiÕ 
in Mind, Materiality and History: Explorations in Fijian Ethnography, London & New York, 
Routledge, 1999. 

¥ Christina Toren, ÔMaking the present, revealing the past: the mutability and continuity of 
tradition as processÕ, in Mind, Materiality and History: Explorations in Fijian Ethnography, 
London & New York, Routledge, 1999. 

¥ Alan Warde & Lydia Martens, ÔEating out: reflections on the experience of consumers in 
EnglandÕ, in John Germov & Lauren Williams, (eds) A Sociology of Food and Nutrition. The 
Social Appetite, Oxford University Press, 1999. 

¥ James L. Watson and Melissa L. Caldwell, eds. The Cultural Politics of Food and Eating , 
Wiley-Blackwell (February 1, 2005 

¥ William C. Whit, ÔWorld hungerÕ, in John Germov & Lauren Williams, (eds) A Sociology of 
Food and Nutrition. The Social Appetite, Oxford University Press, 1999. 

¥ Roy C. Wood, The Sociology of the Meal, Edinburgh University Press, 1995.  
 
LECTURE S EIGHT AND NINE: WORK 
 
¥ Laura Maria Agustin, Sex at the Margins: Migration, Labour Markets and the Rescue Industry 

Zed Books 2007. 
¥ David B. Bills, The Sociology of Education and Work, Wiley Blackwell 2004 
¥ Gracia Clark, Gender at Work in Economic Life (Society for Economic Anthropology 

Monographs, V. 20.) AltaMira Press 2003 
¥ Sophie Day, On the Game: Women and Sex Work Pluto Press, 2007. 
¥ Gary Alan Fine Kitchens: The Culture of Restaurant Work, University of California Press;, 2008 
¥ Frederick, C Gamst  ed. Meanings of Work (Suny Series in the Anthropology of Work)  State 

University of New York Press, 1995. 
¥ Keith Grint, The Sociology of Work: Introduction , Polity Press,2005 
¥ Steven P. Vallas, William Finlay and Amy S. The Sociology of Work: Structures and 

Inequalities ,  Oxford University Press, 2009. 
¥ Clare M. Wilkinson-Weber, Embroidering Lives: Women's Work and Skill in the Lucknow 

Embroidery Industry (Suny Series in the Anthropology of Work)  State University of New York 
Press, 1999 

¥ Paul Willis, Learning to Labor: How Working Class Kids Get Working Class Jobs, Columbia 
University Press 1981 

¥ Mich•le Lamont, The Dignity of Working Men: Morality and the Boundaries of Race, Class, and 
Immigration, by Prof. Harvard University Press, 2002. 

¥ Michele Lamont, Money, Morals, and Manners: The Culture of the French and the American 
Upper-Middle Class, University Of Chicago Press, 1994. 

¥ Sandra Wallman, ed. The Social Anthropology of Work, 1979. 
¥ William Foote Whyte Street Corner Society: The Social Structure of an Italian Slum , University 

Of Chicago Press, 1993. 
 
LECTURES TEN AND ELEVEN :DEATH  
  
¥ Aries P. (1976) Western attitudes towards death London: Marion Boyars.  
¥ Aries, P. (1983) The hour of our death Penguin.  
¥ Bauman Z (1992) Mortality, immortality and other life strategies Cambridge: Polity Press.  
¥ Becker E (1973) The denial of death New York: Free Press.  
¥ Blauner, R. (1966), Death and Social Structure, Psychiatry 29 Nov 1966, 378-94. 
¥ Bloch M, Parry J (eds) (1982) Death and the regeneration of life Cambridge: Cambridge 

University Press.  
¥ Clark, D. (ed) (1994) The sociology of death Blackwell. out of print, one copy in library 
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¥ Dickenson, D. Johnson M. (eds) (2000) Death, dying and bereavement London: Sage. 
¥ Elias.N. (1985) The loneliness of the dying. Blackwell.  
¥ Glaser.B.G. and Strauss.A.L. (1965) Awareness of dying. Aldine. 
¥ Good, M.J.D. Good, B.J. Schaffer, C. and Lind, S.E. 1990. 'American oncology and the 

discourse on hope.' Culture, Medicine and Psychiatry 14: 59-79. 
¥ Gordon, D.R. (1990) Embodying illness, embodying cancer. Culture, medicine and psychiatry. 

14, 275-297. 
¥ Gorer.G. (1965) Death, grief and mourning in contemporary Britain. Cresset Press. 
¥ Hertz R (1907) (1960 edn) Death and the right hand Glencoe Ill.: Free Press. 
¥ Huntingdon, R. Metcalf, P. (1979) Celebrations of death: the anthropology of mortuary ritual 

Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
¥ Kellehear A (1984) 'Are we a 'death denying' society? A sociological review' Social Science and 

Medicine 18, 9, 713-723. 
¥ Kubler-Ross.E. (1970) On death and dying. Tavistock. 
¥ Long, S.O. and Long, B.D. 1982. 'Curable cancers and fatal ulcers: attitudes toward cancer in 

Japan.' Social Science and Medicine 16: 2101-2108. 
¥ Mellor P (1993) 'Death in high modernity: the contemporary presence and absence of death.' In 

Clark D (ed) The sociology of death Oxford: Blackwell. 
¥ Mellor P, Shilling C (1993) 'Modernity, self identity and the sequestration of death' Sociology 

27, 3, 411-431.  
¥ Nuland S (1995) How we die Chatto and Windus. 
¥ Ohnuki-Tierney, E. 1984. Illness and culture in contemporary Japan: an anthropological view. 

Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
¥ Parsons T, Lidz V (1967) 'Death in American society' In Shneidman E (ed) Essays in self 

destruction New York: Science House. 
¥ Prior L (1989) The social organization of death: medical discourse and social practices in 

Belfast London: MacMillan.  
¥ Seale C.F, Cartwright A. (1994) The year before death. Aldershot: Avebury. 
¥ Seale CF. (1995) Heroic death. Sociology 29, 4, 597-613. 
¥ Seale C F. (1995) Dying. In Davey, B. (ed) Birth to old age: health in transition Open University 

Press. 
¥ Seale C.F. (1998) Constructing death: the sociology of dying and bereavement Cambridge 

University Press 
¥ Seale C F. (1998) Life against death. In Jenks C. (ed) Core sociological dichotomies Sage.  
¥ Seale.C.F. (2000) Demographic change and the care of the dying: 1969-1997. In (eds) 

Dickenson D, Johnson M. Death, dying and bereavement. Sage.  
¥ Seale C F (2000) Changing Patterns of Death and Dying Social Science and Medicine 51, 917-

930. 
¥ Seale C.F. (2004) Media constructions of dying alone: a form of 'bad death.' Social Science and 

Medicine 58: 967-974.  
¥ Seale C.F. and van der Geest, S. (eds) (2004) Special issue of Social Science and Medicine on 

'Good and Bad Death' Vol 58. 
¥ Walter T. (1994) The revival of death London: Routledge. 
¥ Williams R. (1990) A Protestant legacy: attitudes to death and illness amongst older 

Aberdonians. Clarendon Press: Oxford. Chapter on death. 
¥ Young M, Cullen L. (1996) A good death: conversations with East Londoners Routledge. 
 
REVISION SESSION  
 
 



 33 

SA3055  ANTHROPOLOGY AND HISTORY 
   Professor Tristan Platt (tp) 

 
Semester:      1     Credits:  30 
 
Teaching:    2 hours per week  
 
Class Hours:  Thursdays 2 Ð 4pm 
 
Venue:   Departmental Seminar Room 
 

 
THEME  
 

This year we will be looking particularly at ÒThe Archival TurnÓ and ÒThe UncannyÓ. 
 

EVALUATION  
 
1.  A Project (50% of total marks), consisting of  
 EITHER  
 a) An archive of your own, using materials from your own life (letters, photos, diaries, writings, 

etc.), following the ideas from Walter Benjamin's Archive, or Samuel's Theatres of Memory, or 
other readings from the course; 

 OR 
 c) Work in a local archive (in Fife or elsewhere) to reconstruct images of the past which can then 

be discussed with people in the present, thus combining oral with written sources to fill out 
silences in the latter (e.g. images from The Fisheries Museum at Anstruther together with talking 
to Pittenweem fishermen). 

 The procedures and evaluation criteria for the Project will be circulated in class. 
 The deadline for the project is 4pm on Friday 18th December 2009 

  
2.  A take-home examination (50%), questions to be distributed 11th January. 
 
3.  Seminar participation may be taken into account to resolve marginal marks. 
 
COURSE OUTCOMES 
 

¥ You will be introduced to groups of ideas on the relations between the present and the past, and 
between individual and collective histories. 

¥ You will be asked to read with care and keep notes on what you read, keeping separate your 
summaries of each authorÕs ideas and your own commentaries. 

¥ You will be encouraged to widen the recommended Bibliography by pursuing relevant 
references in the books and articles you read. 

¥ You will be introduced to the related procedures of psychoanalysis and hermeneutics as methods 
for reading texts and deciphering riddles, traces and the uncanny. 

¥ You will be introduced to the evolving theories of Òarchival scienceÓ and the debate over the 
place of ÒmemoryÓ. 

¥ You will be asked to read and compare theories, note and weigh empirical evidence, and observe 
differences and resemblances between theories. 

¥ You will be invited to relate theories of memory and archive to your own childhood experiences, 
memories and ÒarchivesÓ. 
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¥ You will become aware of the archivistsÕ debates on best practice in the new age of electronic 
archives. 

¥ You will be invited to note the importance (or otherwise) of the future for the different theories 
considered.  

 
TEXTBOOKS (in Library but buy if you can):  
 

¥ Jacque Derrida, Archive Fever: A Freudian Impression. Trans. Eric Prenowitz. Chicago 
University Press. 1995. 

¥ Carolyn Steedman, Dust. Manchester University Press. 2001. 
¥ Sigmund Freud, The Uncanny. Penguin Classics (pp.123-162). 2003 [1919]. With Introduction, 

esp. pp. xli-lx. 
¥ Maurice Halbwachs, On Collective Memory. University of Chicago Press. 1992. 
 
For a retrospective on the development of archival ideas, their postmodern reformulations 
and their electronic futures, see 
Terry Cook, ÒWhat is Past is Prologue: A History of Archival Ideas Since 1898, and the Future 
Paradigm ShiftÓ, Archivaria 47. 1997. On line at:  http://www.mybestdocs.com/cook-t-
pastprologue-ar43fnl.htm 
Read together with the Glossary of Archival and Records Terminology, at 
http://www.archivists.org/glossary/term_details.asp?DefinitionKey=196 
 
For a view of changing anthropological ideas as seen from archival science, see 
Elisabeth Kaplan, ÒMany Paths to Partial Truths: Archives, Anthropology, and the Power of 
RepresentationÓ, Archival Science 2. 2002. Electronic version in SAULCAT. 
 
For the mission statements and home pages of three ÒnationalÓ archives, see e.g. 
Britain: http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/ 
France: http://www.archivesnationales.culture.gouv.fr/an/en/Index.html 
Austro-Hungary: http://www.austria.gv.at/DesktopDefault.aspx?alias=oestaen&init 
Spain: I know no English-language website for Spanish Archives, but Spanish-speakers can consult 
the PARES portal at http://www.mcu.es/archivos/CE/PARES.html 
Also: 
 - Francisco Javier Alvarez Pinedo, JosŽ Luis Rodr’guez de Diego. Los archivos espa–oles. 

Simancas (fotograf’as de Joaqu’n CortŽs). Barcelona : Lunwerg [Madrid, Spain]. Ministerio de 
Cultura, Direcci—n General de Bellas Artes y Archivos. c1993. [f CD1853.A68] 

 - Pedro Gonz‡lez Garc’a (et al.). Archivo General de Indias. Barcelona: Lunwerg Editores 
[Madrid]. Ministerio de Cultura, Direcci—n General del Libro, Archivos y Bibliotecas. c1995. 
[Being processed for the main library]. 

What can you learn about different European national cultures of archiving, history and memory 
from such comparisons? 
 
For the archives of the holocaust at Auschwitz (organized by the Registratur system, cf. 
Duchein below), see  
transcript from the trial of Adolf Eichman at http://www.nizkor.org/hweb/people/e/eichmann-
adolf/transcripts/Sessions/index-03.html 
especially:  
http://www.nizkor.org/ftp.py?people/e/eichmann.adolf/transcripts/Sessions/Session-070-01 
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For the development of archives and libraries as expressions of the social history of 
knowledge, see: 
Peter Burke, ÒCommentaryÓ, Archival Science 7. 2007. See electronic version in SAULCAT. With: 
Peter Burke, A Social History of Knowledge: From Gutenberg to Diderot. Cambridge: Polity, 2000.  
And:  
Michel Duchein, ÒThe history of European archives and the development of the archival profession 
in  
 EuropeÓ, American Archivist 55, no.1  (Winter 1992) pp. 18-19. (Ignore evolutionism and  

Eurocentricity, this includes comparison of European and US traditions, the distinction 
between archives and libraries, the Registratur system, and provenance).  

 See: http://archivists.metapress.com/content/k17n44g856577888/fulltext.pdf 
 
You may explore other websites, but do not use in essays without first checking with me. 
 

Full course description to be handed out in class. 
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SA3057  SEX AND GENDER 
   Dr Paloma Gay y Blasco (pgyb) 

 
Semester:      1     Credits:  30 
 
Teaching:    2 hours per week  
 
Class Hours:  Fridays 12 Ð 2pm 
 
Venue:   Arts Building Ð Seminar Room 7 
 
Course assessment: One essay, 3000 words maximum 
 to be submitted on or before Monday 30th November at 4pm 
 

 
BRIEF OUTLINE OF THE COURSE: 
 
This course  provides a cross-cultural perspective on sex and gender, and explores both 
anthropological and local understandings of the sexed body, masculinity, femininity and 
personhood. The course links gender relations to wider economic and political processes, and to the 
exercise of power and of resistance. As well as looking at non-Western societies, the course 
examines the West, and questions the extent to which Western understandings to do with biology, 
sex, gender and the body can be used as analytical tools in cross-cultural comparison. 
 
Although we will examine the work of prominent feminist anthropologists, this course is not 
designed Ôfor womenÕ but for both male and female students. We pay as much attention to 
masculinity as to femininity. 
 
LEARNING OUTCOMES:  
 
Out of this course you should getÉ 
¥ a considerable body of comparative ethnographic knowledge, about the West and about non-

Western societies.  
¥ a good understanding of the how and why of a range of  ideas and practices to do with sex and 

gender in non-Western societies, and in the West 
¥ the ability to question taken-for-granted ideas about sex and gender, in the West as among non-

Western peoples 
¥ a good grasp of the contribution of feminist theory to anthropology. 
¥ the capacity to understand and use a range of anthropological and feminist analytical tools, as 

well as to question their validity.  
 
SCHEDULE : 
 
Week 1: Sex and property: the origins of gender inequality 
Week 2: Sex, society and culture: Universal Man, Universal Woman 
Week 3: Marriage, hierarchy and inequality. 
Week 4: Sex, race and class 
Week 5: The self, the body and resistance 
Week 6 Ð VISITING LECTURER / FILM 
Week 7 Ð READING WEEK 
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Week 8 Ð PRACTICAL WORKSHOP 
Week 9: Sex and science 
Week 10: The achievement of sex 
Week 11: Fatherhood, motherhood and anthropological theory. 
Week 12: Theorising Sex and Gender. 
 
Lectures and Seminars:  Teaching will be done through weekly two-hour sessions, combining 
lectures, film workshops and article-based workshops. You will have to read one or two articles in 
advance for many of the classes. Students who have not done the reading will not be allowed to 
participate in the sessions, and will be asked to leave the class. All the readings for the 
workshops are available in a reader pack that can be bought from the School Office at discount 
photocopying prices. They are also available from the Main Library, on short loan or as electronic 
resources (as are all the other readings on the course). 
 
Practical workshop: on Week 9 we will be running a practical workshop dealing with how ideals 
of masculinity and femininity are conveyed in the media. Students will be asked to bring any kind 
of printed matter (old magazines, print outs from websites) showing pictures of men and women. 
More information on this will be given during the first session. 
 
Consultation: Thursdays between 1 and 2.30pm.  
 
Assessment: One essay, 3000 words maximum, to be submitted on or before Monday 30th 
November, 50% of the final mark. Exam at the end of the semester: 50% of the final mark. The 
essays will cover the material discussed in the classes during weeks 1-6. The exam will cover the 
whole of the course, but will be biased towards the material covered in weeks 8-12 (Week 7 is 
reading week). 
 
PLEASE NOTE: ESSAYS HAVE TO BE SUBMITTED BY 4 PM ON MONDAY 30th NOVEMBER 2009. 
ESSAYS SUBMITTED AFTER 4 PM WILL BE PENALISED AS IF THEY WERE ONE DAY LATE.  
 
Essay format: Please stick to the word limit. You MUST indicate the word length of your essay on 
the first page. Please double-space your essay, and use Times New Roman 12. 
 
ESSAY TITLES : 
 
Choose one of the following, making sure that you support your arguments by reference to relevant 
ethnographic material:  
 

1) To what extent and in what ways do anthropological analyses of gender inequality reflect 
North Euro-American cultural preoccupations? 

 
2) Choose 4 visual images of EITHER women OR men from the popular media, and analyse 

them in the light of the ethnographic material AND theoretical debates we have studied in 
the course. Submit the images with your essay. 

 
3) 'The divisions between different groups of women, as well as between practicing feminists, 

make it impossible to assert a commonality based on shared membership in a universal 
category ÇwomanÈ' (Henrietta Moore, A Passion for Difference, page 9). Discuss the 
importance of this statement for the development of feminist theory in anthropology. 
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Please do not use websites or other internet material on your essay. Refer solely to scholarly 
literature. Essays that draw on internet material will be penalised. 
 
General introductory texts: 
¥ H Moore. 1994. Entry on Sex and Gender in the Companion Encyclopaedia of Anthropology 

(edited by T Ingold). London. Routledge. 
¥ H. Moore. 1988. Feminism and Anthropology. Cambridge. Polity. 
¥ F. Pine. 1996. Entry on Gender in the Encyclopaedia of Social and Cultural Anthropology 

(edited by A Bernard and J Spencer). London. Routledge. 
¥ J. Overing and N. Rapport. 2000. Social and Cultural Anthropology: the Key Concepts. London. 

Routledge. Chapter on Gender pp. 141-153. 
¥ P Gay y Blasco. 1997. Gypsies in Madrid: Sex, Gender and the Performance of Identity. 

Oxford. Berg. 
¥ P Gay y Blasco. 2009 in press. Thinking with Gender in Thinking Anthropologically: a 

Practical Guide for Students (edited by P Salzman and P Rice). New York. Prentice Hall. ELEC 
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SA4099 PRIMARY RESEARCH -BASED DISSERTATION 
 
 
This project must show evidence of anthropological methods which were introduced and discussed 
in SA3506.  You should aim for 10000 words and submit by Monday 8th February 2010 at 4pm.  
Technical advice on the preparation of the final Project is provided in section 4 of this handbook.  
 
You will have a Supervisor for your research project and together you should work to the following 
schedule, circumstances permitting.  (Note that if you are a Joint Honours student and have chosen 
to do a joint research project you will also have a Supervisor in the 'other department'.) 
 

1. In conjunction with SA3506 : at least prior to the Easter vacation of your Junior Honours year:  
formulation of topic, preliminary bibliographic review and completion of ethics & risk 
assessment form.  

2. At least prior to the summer vacation:  detailed formulation of research framework and full 
bibliographic listing.  This should be presented in writing. 

3. At least by the first two weeks of your Senior Honours year:  verbal or written report on summer 
research, with a view to further guidance on framework, bibliography and writing-up. 

4. It is recommended that you get draft chapters of your dissertation to your supervisor for his/her 
comments in a timely fashion. DO NOT LEAVE REQUESTS FOR FEEDBACK UNTIL JUST 
BEFORE THE FINAL DEADLINE. Often students find it useful to aim for a draft of the whole 
document by the end of Semester One.  

5. By 4pm on Monday 8th February 2010:  2 bound copies of final version MUST be handed in 
to the Departmental Secretary.   

 
 
SA 4098 L IBRARY -BASED DISSERTATION  
 
 
This project is accomplished entirely within the Senior Honours year; although students will be 
assigned a supervisor in their Junior Honours year to help develop the project.  Since students will 
not have done SA3506, their Supervisors will provide advice on method on a one to one basis.  You 
should aim for 7500 words and submit by Monday 8th February 2010 at 4pm.  Technical advice 
on the preparation of the final project is provided in Section 4 of this handbook. 
 
You will have a Supervisor for your Research Project and together you should work to the 
following timetables: 
 

1. During the first few weeks of the module: formulation of topic, instruction method 

2. It is recommended that you get draft chapters of your dissertation to your supervisor for his/her 
comments in a timely fashion. DO NOT LEAVE REQUESTS FOR FEEDBACK UNTIL JUST 
BEFORE THE FINAL DEADLINE. Often students find it useful to aim for a draft of the whole 
document by the end of Semester One.  

3. By 4pm on Monday 8th February 2010:  2 bound copies of final version MUST be handed in 
to the Departmental Secretary.   
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NOTES 
 
1. Please note that Supervisors will do their best to be as helpful as possible, but only where the 

above deadlines are adhered to.  As a student you are entitled to receive your supervisor's help, 
as listed above, but not if you don't stick to the above timetable!  In fairness to the External 
Examiner, who has to read all projects, late submissions are unacceptable.  Penalties for late 
submissions are listed earlier in this handbook.   

 
2. Seminar presentation of Research Project.  Please note that Permission to Proceed in these 

modules require the fulfillment of this task.  
  
 You will present a paper of around 1,500-2,000 words long on the progress of your research 

project to the Tuesday/Thursday lunchtime seminar during the first half of your Senior Honours 
year.  You should show a draft to your supervisor for pre-seminar advice. 
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MODULES AVAILABLE IN 2008/9 Ð SEMESTER 2 
 
 

SA3056  MELANESIAN ANTHROPOLOGY   
   Dr Tony Crook (tony.crook) 

 
Semester:      2     Credits:  30 
 
Teaching:    2 hours per week 
  
Class Hour:  Wednesdays 10-12pm Ð Department Seminar Room  
 
Course assessment: Continuous Assessment  = 50%   
   One 3 Hour Examination = 50% 
 
 
 
 
Melanesia has long provided anthropology with some of its more challenging ethnographies, and 
stimulated theoretical developments regarding exchange, kinship, politics, gender, cosmology, 
ecology and the body. The course provides an introduction to Melanesia and the anthropology 
arising from it. By working through a series of ethnographic case-studies and discussing the 
aesthetics of Melanesian sociality, the course aims to use gardens and subsistence practices as a 
way into the areas of Melanesian life that anthropologists have more readily accepted as cultural. 
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SA3059  COLONIAL AND POST-COLONIAL REPRESENTATIONS  
   Dr Stan Frankland (mcf1) 

 
Semester:      2     Credits:  30 
 
Teaching:    2 hours per week 
  
Class Hour:  Mondays 12 Ð 1pm (Lecture) Ð Department Seminar Room   
   Tuesdays 12 Ð 2pm (Film) Ð School V 
   Wednesdays 1-2pm (Tutorial) Ð Department Seminar Room  
 
Course assessment: One Assessed essay of 3000 words = 50%  due Friday 7th May 
   One 3 Hour Examination = 50% 
 
 
Throughout 2005, Africa has been revivified within the public consciousness and the moralising 
rhetoric of political discourse. Images of biblical plagues of locusts in Niger and the human misery 
of Darfur have formed the backdrop to the campaign to Ômake poverty historyÕ and for GeldofÕs 
messianic exhortations for global action. But what is this elusive place that holds such a strong 
sway over our imaginations? Just how do ÔweÕ see Africa? This module tries to unpick these and 
other questions through a combination of anthropology and film studies. Drawing our examples 
from the visual media, we will follow a historical trajectory that covers the key ideas and theories 
about colonialism, decolonisation and post-colonialism. Key thinkers covered will include Said, 
Fanon and Mudimbe. Each week, there will be a film showing and a discussion that raises the 
general theme of the particular topic. Following this, there will be lecture and a tutorial. Both 
sessions will last two hours.  
 
The course itself will be structured in two halves. In the first half of the module, we will look back 
at the colonial imaginations of Africa and assess how they shaped and still continue to distort our 
knowledges of this vast and varied continent. From Tarzan to Tribe, our aim will be to examine 
how ideas live beyond the page and how they have a direct relevance to how we ÔseeÕ the world 
around us. The topics covered in this part of the course will include: 
 
¥ SaidÕs concept of Orientalism and the distinct African version that has emerged. 
¥ The base myth of the heart of darkness and the contemporary idea of Africa-as-victim 
¥ The pervasiveness of concepts of race and evolution and how these have informed contemporary 

practices in Africa 
¥ The role of landscape in the visualisations of tourism, conservation and development. 
¥ Contemporary nostalgia for an Africa that never was and the disenchantment with the perception 

of what Africa is. 
 
In the second part of the course, we will explore how Africa ÔshootsÕ back at the world and how the 
contemporary conditions of existence are represented through the medium of film. A history of 
African cinema will be combined with an exploration of the varied critiques of post-colonial Africa 
offered by the continentÕs filmmakers, novelists and political theorists. We will cover how African 
filmmakers such as Semebne and Sissoko have worked to decolonise the image of Africans on the 
screen. Through watching film and reading related literature, the module will look at the vital role 
that the arts and popular culture play as arenas for political debate and self-critique on the continent. 
Topics covered will include: 
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¥ Decolonisation and the vicissitudes of independence 
¥ The ongoing tensions between continuity and change, between tradition and modernity. 
¥ The role of mythology and the magical in creating a new cinematic language that speaks directly 

to African audiences. 
¥ The consequences of war and corruption, as well as the emergence of class inequalities and the 

struggles of youth and women to achieve economic and social equality  
¥ The documenting of the Self and the concept of Third Cinema 
 
SELECTED READINGS 
 
Listed below are many of the books that will be used during this module, providing you with a 
sense of the kind of readings you will be expected to consume. A considerably more refined reading 
list will be issued at the start of the course, breaking the list down topic by topic. 
 
¥ Ahluwalia, P., 2001. Politics and post-colonial theory: African inflections. London & NY: 

Routledge. 
¥ Armes, R., 1987. Third World filmmaking and the West. Berkeley: UCP. 
¥ Bakari, I. & Cham, M.B., 1996. African Experiences of Cinema. London: BFI Publishing. 
¥ Barlet, O., 2000. African Cinemas: Decolonizing the Gaze. London: Zed Books. 
¥ Bayart, J-F., 1993. The State in Africa: Politics of the Belly, M. Harper, C. & E. Harrison 

(trans.). London and New York: Longman. 
¥ Burns, J.M., 2002. Flickering Shadows: cinema and identity in colonial Zimbabwe. Athens, OH: 

OUP. 
¥ Cameron, K.M., 1994. Africa on film: beyond black and white. New York: Continuum. 
¥ Castle, G., 2001. Postcolonial Discourses: An Anthology. Oxford: Blackwell. 
¥ Chabal, P. & Daloz, J-O., 1999. Africa works: Disorder as a political instrument. Oxford: James 

Currey. 
¥ Cheyfitz, E., 1991. The Poetics of Imperialism: Translation and Colonization from The Tempest 

to Tarzan. Oxford: OUP. (Chapter 1) 
¥ Curran, J. & Park, M-J. (eds.), 2000. De-Westernizing media studies. London and New York: 

Routledge. 
¥ Davis, P., 1996. In darkest Hollywood. Randburg: Ravan Press. 
¥ Desai, G., 2001. Subject to Colonialism: African Self-Fashioning and the Colonial Library. 

Durham & London: Duke UP. 
¥ Diawara, M., 1992. African Cinema: politics and culture. Bloomington: IUP. 
¥ Ellerson, B., 2000. Sisters of the screen: women of Africa on film, video, and television. 

Trenton, NJ: Africa World Press. 
¥ Eke, M. et al (eds.), 2000. African Images: Recent Studies and Text in Cinema. Trenton, NJ: 

Africa World Press. 
¥ Fabian, J., 2000. Out of our minds. Reason and Madness in the Exploration of Central Africa. 

Berkeley: University of California Press. 
¥ Fanon, F., 1967. The Wretched of the Earth, Farrington, C. (trans.). Harmandsworth: 

Penguin.Feld, S. (ed.), 2003. CinŽ-Ethnography. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press. 
¥ Gadjigo, S. et al (eds.), 1993. Ousmane Sembene: Dialogues with critics and writers. Amherst: 

UMP. 
¥ Geary, C.M., 2002. In and Out of Focus: Images from Central Africa, 1885-1960. London: 

Philip Wilson. 
¥ Givanni, J. (ed.), 2001. Symbolic narratives/African cinema. London: BFI Publishing. 
¥ Gugler, J., 2002. African film : re-imagining a continent. Oxford: James Currey. 
¥ Guneratne, A.R. & Dissanyake (eds), 2003. Rethinking Third Cinema. London: Routledge. 
¥ Harrow, K.W., 1999. African Cinema: Postcolonial and feminist readings. Trenton, NJ: Africa 

World Press. 
¥ Hickey, D. & Wylie, K., 1993. An enchanting darkness: the American vision of Africa in the 

twentieth century. East Lansing: Michigan State UP. 



 44 

¥ Hyam, R., 1990. Empire and sexuality. The British Experience. Manchester and New York: 
Manchester University Press. 

¥ Keim, C., 1999. Mistaking Africa: curiosities and inventions of the American mind. Boulder: 
Westview Press. 

¥ Landau, P.S. & Kaspin, D.D. (eds.), 2002. Images and Empires: Visuality in Colonial and 
Postcolonial Africa. Berkeley: University of California Press. 

¥ Lindfors, B., 1999. Africans on Stage: studies in ethnological show business. Bloomington & 
Indianapolis: IUP.  

¥ Low, G. C-L., 1996. White Skins/Black Masks. Representation and colonialism. London and 
New York: Routledge. 

¥ Mayer, R., 2002. Artificial Africas: colonial images in the times of globalization. Hanover, NH: 
UPNE. 

¥ Mengara, D.M. (ed.), 2001. Images of Africa: stereotypes and realities. Trenton, NJ: Africa 
World Press. 

¥ Moeller, S.D., 1999. Compassion Fatigue: How the media sell disease, famine, war and death. 
London: Routledge. 

¥ Monga, C., 1996. The Anthropology of Anger. Civil Society and Democracy in Africa, Fleck, 
L.L. & Monga. (trans.). Boulder, London: Lynne Reinner Publishers. 

¥ Mudimbe, V.Y., 1988. The Invention of Africa. Gnosis, Philosophy, and the Order of 
Knowledge. London: James Currey. 

¥ Murphy, D., 2000. Semb•ne: imagining alternatives in film & fiction. Oxford: James Currey. 
¥ Petty, S. (ed.), 1996. A call to action: the films of Ousmane Sembene. Westport: Praeger. 
¥ Pfaff, S., 2004. Focus on African films. Bloomington: IUP. 
¥ OÕBarr, W.M., 1994. Culture and the Ad: Exploring Otherness in the World of Advertising. 

Boulder: Westview Press. 
¥ Robin, D. & Jaffe, I., 1999. Redirecting the gaze: gender, theory, and cinema in the Third World. 

Albany, NY: SUNYP. 
¥ Rony, F., 1996. The Third Eye: Race, cinema, and ethnographic spectacle. Duke UP. 
¥ Said, E., 1978. Orientalism. New York: Vintage. 
¥ Schildkrout, E. & Keim, C. (eds.), 1998. The Scramble for Art in Central Africa. Cambridge: 

CUP. 
¥ Shaka, F.O., 2003. Modernity and the African cinema: a study in colonial discourse, post-

coloniality, and modern African identities. Trenton, NJ: Africa World Press Shohat, E. & Stam, 
R., 1994. Unthinking Eurocentrism: multiculturalism and the media. London and New York: 
Routledge. 

¥ Sherzer, D., 1996. Cinema, colonialism, postcolonialism. Austin, TX: UTP. 
¥ Slavin, D.H., 2001. Colonial Cinema and Imperial France, 1919-1939: White Blind Spots, Male 

Fantasies, Settler Myths. Baltimore & London: The John Hopkins University Press. 
¥ Stoller, P., 1991. The Cinematic Griot. Chicago: UCP. 
¥ Thackeray, M., 2003. Africa shoots back: alternative perspectives in Sub-Saharan Francophone 

African film. Bloomington: Indiana UP. 
¥ Thomas, N., 1994. ColonialismÕs Culture: Anthropology, Travel and Government. Cambridge: 

Polity Press. 
¥ Tomaselli, K.G., 1988. The cinema of apartheid: race and class in South African film. New 

York: Lake View Press. 
¥ Ukadike, N.F., 2002. Questioning African Cinema: Conversations with filmmakers. 

Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press. 
¥ Ukadike, N.F., 1994.  . Berkeley: UCP. 
¥ Wayne, M., 2001. Political film: the dialectics of Third Cinema. London: Pluto. 
¥ Werbner, R. & Ranger, T. (eds.), 1996. Postcolonial identities in Africa. London: Zed Books. 
¥ Williams, P. & Chrisman, L. (eds.), 1993. Colonial Discourse and Post-colonial Theory: A 

Reader. Hemel Hempstead: Harvester Wheatsheaf. 
¥ Young, C., 1994. The African Colonial State in Comparative Perspective. New Haven & 

London: Yale UP. 
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¥ Young, R., 1990. White Mythologies: Writing History and the West. London & NY: Routledge. 
(Chapter 1) 

¥ Young, R.J.C., 1995. Colonial Desire: Hybridity in Theory, Culture and Race. London & NY: 
Routledge. 

 
SELECTED FILMS  
 
The department has a growing library of films. Below is a sample of some of those we hold that are 
about Africa. Students taking the course are allowed to borrow films from the library. 

 
¥ A Trip to the Country (Teno, 2000) 
¥ Abouna (Haroun) 
¥ Africa: I will fleece you (Teno, 1992) 
¥ African Pygmy Thrills (Castle, 1930) 
¥ Africa Speaks (Futter, 1930) 
¥ Afro @ Digital ( Bakupa-Kanyinda, 2003) 
¥ Angano É Angano: Tales from Madagascar (Blanc-Paes, 1989)] 
¥ Baboona (O & M Johnson 1935) 
¥ Chief! (Teno, 1999) 
¥ Chocolat (Dennis, 1989) 
¥ Congorilla (O & M Johnson 1932) 
¥ Dakan (Camara, 1997) 
¥ Daresalam (Coelo, 2000) 
¥ Divine Carcasse (Loreau, 1998) 
¥ Gorillas in the Mist (Apted) 
¥ Hatari! (Hawks,1961) 
¥ Hotel Rwanda (George 2005) 
¥ Hyenas (Mambety, 1992) 
¥ Kwaheri (Carter, 1964) 
¥ I Dreamed of Africa (Hudson, 2001) 
¥ La Vie est Belle (Lamy & Ngangura, 1987) 
¥ La Vie sur Terre (Sissako, 1998) 
¥ Le Silence de la F™ret (Kobhio & Ouenangare, 2003) 
¥ Lumumba (Peck, 2001) 
¥ Madame Brouette (Absa) 
¥ Mandabi (Sembene) 
¥ Masters of the Congo Jungle (Sielman & Brandt, 1959) 
¥ Mogambo (Ford) 
¥ Nowhere in Africa (Link, 2003) 
¥ Out of Africa (Pollack) 
¥ The African Queen 
¥ The Snows of Kilimanjaro (King) 
¥ Tila• (Ouedraogo, 1990) 
¥ Wheels Across Africa (Dennis, 1936) 
¥ Wild Rapture (Dupont, c. 1950) 
¥ Xala (Sembene)  
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SA3506  RESEARCH METHODS IN SOCIAL ANTHROPOLOGY   
   Dr Will Rollason (wr21) 
 

Semester:      2     Credits:  30 
 

Teaching:    Weekly 2hr lecture-workshops & student-led seminars [attendance compulsory] 
  

Class Hour:  Thursdays 12 Ð 2pm in the Old Union Diner  
 

Course assessment: 100% continuous assessment - Research proposal 
   - Statement of methods 

 
 

OVERVIEW  
This module asks what social anthropology is as a research discipline and how you do anthropological 
research. It aims to do two things.  
 
Firstly, it is aimed to prepare you to do the research for your dissertation. We will look at research design Ð 
how to develop a research question in terms of relevant literature, and find suitable methods to answer it. The 
course will give you the opportunity to experiment with, and think critically about, some research practices 
commonly used by social anthropologists and how you might make use of them. You will also be given the 
opportunity to present your research plans to your colleagues for comment and feedback.  
 
Secondly, the course is intended to raise important questions about anthropology as a discipline. As we 
investigate research methods, we will constantly be returning to the basic questions of methodology: what is 
it that you want to know, how do you go about knowing it, and what sort of knowledge can you claim to 
produce? As you work through this course, understanding research practices will offer critical insights into 
what the discipline of anthropology is. 
 
LEARNING OUTCOMES  
At the end of the course, students will be able to: 
¥ Design a simple research project 
¥ Search for relevant sources using libraries and archives 
¥ Apply basic research methods appropriately and with regard to issues of ethical and political concern 
¥ Critically assess research methods and methodology in anthropology 
¥ Present research plans in a number of formats and to different audiences 

 

COURSE FORMAT  
The course has three components. You need to attend all of these sessions: 

1. Lecture/presentation session: each week, there will be a presentation on an aspect of anthropological 
research method or methodology. These will be a mixture of formal lectures and student-led 
presentations.  

2. Workshop session: each week, there will be a workshop in which there will be an opportunity to discuss 
research methods and their challenges, as well as how they might be applied in your own projects. You 
will need to do some preparation work for these sessions, which will involve practicing some basic 
research techniques you might use for your dissertation project.  

3. Peer review: there will be a weekly informal seminar session during which you will have the opportunity 
to present your dissertation project ideas to your colleagues to get feedback, comment and support. This 
will help with writing your research proposal, which is the main assessed component for the course. 

 
In addition to these formal components, you will need to be working independently with the help of your 
dissertation supervisor to read the literature on your topic and identify interesting research questions. There 
will not be time to do this work in class.  
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SA4856  ANTHROPOLOGY , CHRISTIANITY AND MODERNITY   
   Dr Mark Harris (mh25) 

 
 
Semester:      2     Credits:  30 
 
Teaching:    2 hours per week 
  
Class Hour:  Fridays  2 Ð 4pm   
 
Venue:   New Arts Building Ð Seminar Room 4 
 
Course assessment: One Assessed essay of 3000 words = 50% - due 4pm Wednesday 5th May 
   One 3 Hour Examination = 50% 
 
 
 
 
ÔWesternÕ history has had an overwhelming importance in the making of the modern world. The 
exploration of this history should be a major anthropological concern. This course will examine 
some of the ways in which the spread of Christianity, in company with colonialism and capitalism, 
has influenced Ônon-westernÕ societies. To what extent has Christianity merged with local cultural 
practices and beliefs? Should we talk of the anthropology of Christianities in order to emphasise 
local variations rather than a single entity? Most of the examples and reflections will come from 
scholarly work of the last five hundred years and the transformation of societies dominated by 
colonialism in the Americas, Africa and Asia. For the purposes of comparison we will also consider 
ethnographically sensitive work on the Christianisation of the Roman world and its empire in the 
first millennium. After all, the origins of Christianity do not lie in the modern western world. The 
questioning then of the link between Chrisitanity and modernity is a major concern here.  
 
At the heart of the course are matters concerning different ways of knowing, continuity and change, 
tradition and modernity, colonialism and resistance, cultural purity and mixture and the question of 
conversion. We will also discuss how ÔreligionÕ has come to be formed as concept and practice in 
the modern West. Topics to be looked at include: time, the transformation of the body (suffering, 
fasting and feasting), ritual and pilgrimage, the cult of the saints, missionaries, the inquisition, 
popular religion, how Christian Europeans saw the other in the 16th century, voudou and other new 
world ÔsyncreticÕ religions, resistance and revivalist movements, conversion and acculturation and 
postmodern Christianity. 
 
The anthropology of Christianity is a growing area of interest. It develops out of anthropologyÕs 
interest in rituals and symbols and Weberian and Marxist discussions of the relationship between 
religion, politics and economics. Students should be aware from the start that this is a course in 
social science and not theology, religious studies or psychology. As an empirical and comparative 
discipline, anthropology is concerned with the observable phenomena of religious behaviour and 
religion as actually practiced. This means that anthropology does not take Christianity on its own 
terms. The anthropology of Christianity seeks to situate religious behaviour in social and historical 
contexts. At the same time anthropologists make special efforts to understand religious expressions 
as insiders experience them. These dual demands of distance and proximity, comparison and 
ethnographic specificity involve the anthropologist in paradoxes that are especially challenging 
when dealing with a topic so apparently well known as Christianity.  
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You will find a familiarity with the major sociologists of religion a great benefit in this course. An 
excellent text is Brian MorrisÕ (1989) Anthropological Studies of Religion (Cambridge Uni. Press). 
Also you can consult A Reader in the Anthropology of Religion (ed. M. Lambek, Oxford : 
Blackwell, 2002) which contains some classic articles as well as others of general interest.  
 
Assessment: 50 % essay and 50 % exam. Deadline for essay Wednesday 5th May 2010.  
 
¥ Fenella Cannell (ed.) The Anthropology of Christianity. Durham : Duke University Press. 
¥ Peter van der Veer (ed.). 1996. Conversion to Modernities: The Globalisation of Christianity. 

London: Routledge. 
¥ Talal Asad. 1993. Genealogies of Religion: Discipline and Reasons of Power in Christianity and 

Islam. John Hopkins University Press: Baltimore 
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SA4860  AMAZONIA   
   Professor Peter Gow (pgg2) 
 

Semester:       2     Credits:  30 
 

Teaching:     2 hours per week 
  

Class Hour:   TBC  
 

Venue:    TBC 
 

Course assessment:  Continuous Assessment   = 50% 
    One 3 Hour Examination = 50% 
 
 

The course concentrates on the recent debates in the ethnography and anthropological analysis of 
indigenous Amazonian societies, and especially on the new historical and socio-cosmological 
paradigms. The following reading list includes starred items, which form the basis of the lectures 
and which are essential readings, as well as other supplementary readings. Unfortunately, much of 
the most interesting writing on indigenous Amazonian societies is in Spanish, Portuguese, French, 
German and other languages: these sources do not appear on this reading list, but those with the 
required linguistic competencies can enquire about them. 
 

Anthropologists working in Amazonia have produced a number of very well-written accounts of 
their field experiences. These provide an excellent 'feel' for what indigenous Amazonian societies 
are like, as well as much ethnographic data. The following are among the best:  
 

¥ Levi-Strauss, C.  Tristes Tropiques 
¥ Clastres, P. The Chronicle of the Guayaki Indians 
¥ Siskind, J. To Hunt in the Morning 
¥ Wagley, C. Welcome of Tears 
¥ Lizot, J. Tales of the Yanomami 
¥ Descola, P. The Spears of Twilight 
¥ Campbell, A.  Getting to Know Waiwai 
 

SESSIONS 
 

1:  AMAZONIA AS AN INHABITED LAND 
a) Introduction  
A brief introduction to Amazonia, to its geography and history, and to the societies and cultures of 
indigenous Amazonian peoples.  
 

b) History: Viewed from Outside and Inside 
How have indigenous Amazonian peoples been viewed historically? How do they view their 
viewers? 
 

¥ Levi-Strauss Chapter 24 ÒThe Lost WorldÓ in Tristes Tropiques, 1973. 
¥ Varese, Stefano, ÒInter-ethnic Relations in the Selva of PeruÓ in Symposium on Interethnic 

Conflict in South America, The Situation of the Indian in South America, 1972.  
¥ Taussig Chapter 5, ÒThe Image of the AucaÓ from Shamanism, Colonialism and the Wildman,  
¥ Gow, Peter.  ÒGringos and Wild Indians: Images of History in Western Amazonian CulturesÓ 

L'Homme, Special Issue, ÒLa remontŽe de l'Amazone: Anthropologie et histoire des sociŽtiŽs 
amazoniennesÓ, 126-28, 1993, XXXIII (24), pp. 331-351.1993.  
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2:  HISTORY, ETHNOGRAPHY AND SOCIETY : CONTACT AND TRADITION  
To what extent are indigenous Amazonian peoples Òvictims of progressÓ? Have they resisted this 
status? If so, how? What are the implications of this for anthropological work? Are anthropologists 
and other concerned agents part of the solution or part of the problem? 
 

¥ Turner, T.  ÒRepresenting, Resisting, Rethinking: Historical Transformations of Kayapo Culture 
and Anthropological ConsciousnessÓ in G. Stocking (ed) Colonial situations : essays on the 
contextualization of ethnographic knowledge pp. 285-313, 1991.  

¥ Ramos, A. ÒIndian Voices: Contact Experienced and ExpressedÓ in J. Hill (ed) Rethinking Myth 
and History: Indigenous South American Perspectives on the Past, pp214-34, 1988.  

¥ Maybury-Lewis D. ÒBecoming Indian in Lowland South AmericaÓ in J. Sherzer and G. Urban 
(eds) Nation States and Indians in Latin America, pp206-35,  

¥ McCallum, C.  ÒEating with Txai, Eating like Txai: The sexualization of ethnic relations in 
contemporary AmazoniaÓ, Revista de Anthropologia, 40(1):109-47, 1997. (xerox) 

¥ Hill, J. (ed) Rethinking Myth and History: Indigenous South American Perspectives on the Past, 
1988 

¥ Campbell, A.  Getting to know Waiwai 
 

3:  ECONOMY AND SOCIETY 1: THEORETICAL FRAMES  
How are we to think of the relationship between nature and society for indigenous Amazonian 
peoples? How is making a living conceived by indigenous Amazonian peoples? How do their social 
forms affect their relationships to the world? How is an indigenous Amazonian economy 
constituted? 
 

¥ Turner, Terence S. ÒThe Ge and Bororo societies as dialectical systems: a general modelÓ, in 
MayburyLewis (ed.) Dialectical Societies: The Ge and Bororo of Central Brazil, Cambridge, 
Mass. and London: Harvard University Press.pp. 147-78.1979.  

¥ Overing, J. ÒElementary structures of reciprocity: a comparative note on Guianan, Central 
Brazilian and Northwest Amazon socio-political thoughtÓ in A. Colson and D. Heinen (eds) 
Themes in Politcal Organization: the Caribs and their neighbours (special editions of 
Antropologica) pp.331-48, 1983/4 

¥ Descola, Phillippe, ÒSocieties of Nature and the Nature of SocietyÓ in A. Kuper (ed) 
Conceptualizing Society, pp107-26, 1992.  

¥ Viveiros de Castro, Eduardo, ÒImages of Nature and Society in Amazonian EthnologyÓ in 
Annual Reviews in Anthropology, 25:179-200, 1996.  

¥ Riviere, Peter, Individual and Society in Guiana: A comparative study of Amerindian social 
organization, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.1984 

¥ Overing, J. ÒThe Aesthetics of Production: The Sense of Community among the Cubeo and 
PiaroaÓ, Dialectical Anthropology, 14: 159-175, 1989. 

 

4:  ECONOMY AND SOCIETY 2: CASE STUDIES 
What are indigenous Amazonian notions of the Ògood lifeÓ? How is production stimulated, and how 
does it relate to the enviroment? Are indigenous Amazonian peoples Ònatural ecologistsÓ? 
 

¥ Gow, P  ÒThe Perverse Child: Desire in a Native Amazonian Subsistence EconomyÓ, Man: 
Journal of the Royal Anthropological Institute, (n.s.) 24:299-314.1989. GN1 

¥ Deascola, Ph. Chapter 9, ÒThe Good LifeÓ in In the Society of Nature 
¥ Rival, L. ÒThe Growth of Family Trees: understanding Huaorani perceptions of the forestÓ in 

Man 28:635-52, 1993. 
¥ Gow, Peter ÒLand, People and Paper in Western Amazonia.Ó in Eric Hirsch and Michael 

O'Hanlon (eds) The Anthropology of Landscape: Perspectives on Place and Space, pp. 43-62. 
Oxford: Clarendon Press. 
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5:  COSMOLOGY AND SOCIETY 1: THEORETICAL FRAMES 
Anthropologists working on indigenous Amazonian societies have increasingly recognized that the 
'social' and the 'cosmological' cannot be separated. What are the implications of this development. 
What does cosmology mean? How are we to think through the relationships between the social and 
the cosmological, the body and the spirit/mind? Are indigenous Amazonian societies perspectival? 
 

¥ Overing, J. ÒToday I shall call him 'Mummy'Ò in J. Overing (ed) Reason and Morality.  
¥ Turner, Terence S. ÒSocial Body and Embodied Subject: Bodiliness, Subjectivity and Sociality 

among the KayapoÓ Cultural Anthropology 10(2):143-70, 1995.  
¥ Viveiros de Castro, E ÒCosmological Deixis and Amerindian PerspectivismÓ JRAI 4(3):469-88, 

1998.  
¥ Taylor, A-C ÒThe soulÕs body and its states: an Amazonian perspective on the nature of being 

humanÓ, JRAI, 2:201-15, 1996.  
¥ Lima, Tania, ÒTwo and its MultipleÓ Ethnos 
 

6:  COSMOLOGY AND SOCIETY II:  CASE STUDIES 
How are indigenous Amazonian cosmologies lived? What is the place of humanity within them? 
How is everyday social life connected to cosmic action?  
 

¥ Overing, Joanna ÒThe efficacity of laughter: the ludic side of magic withing Amazonian 
socialityÓ in Joanna Overing and Alan Passes (eds) The anthropology of love and anger.  

¥ Lagrou, Elsje, ÒHomesickness and the Cashinahua self: a reflection on the embodied condition 
of relatedness,Ó in Joanna Overing and Alan Passes (eds) The anthropology of love and anger. 

¥ Belaunde, Luisa Elvira, ÒThe convivial self and the fear of anger among the Aido-Pai of 
Amazonian PeruÓ in Joanna Overing and Alan Passes (eds) The anthropology of love and anger. 

¥ Gow, Peter, ÒHelpless: the affective preconditions of Piro social lifeÓ in Joanna Overing and 
Alan Passes (eds) The anthropology of love and anger. 

 

7:  AMAZONIAN BODIES 
Turner argued that in indigenous Amazonian societies, the human body is the key locus of social 
value. What do indigenous Amazonian peoples add to their bodies, and why? Is the Amazonian 
body to be thought of as a natural substrate to the social order? 
 

¥ Crocker, Christopher, ÒSelves and Alters among the Eastern BororoÓ, in MayburyLewis (ed.) 
Dialectical Societies: The Ge and Bororo of Central Brazil, Cambridge, Mass. and London: 
Harvard University Press, 1979.  

¥ Lea, Vanessa, ÒMebengokre (Kayapo) onomastics: a facet of Houses as total social facts in 
Central BrazilÓ Man, 27:129-153, 1992. GN1 

¥ Hugh-Jones, C, ÒSoul and SkinÓ. 
¥ Gow, Peter ÒPiro Design: Painting as Meaningful Action in an Amazonian Lived WorldÓ JRAI  
 

8:  THE L IVING , THE DEAD AND ENEMIES 
Manuela Carneiro da Cunha noted that the dead are the paradigmatic other of Kraho socio-
cosmology. How do different indigenous Amazonian societies conceive of death, dying and the 
afterlife? What does it mean to address otherness through the lens of the dead? Is living a mode of 
becoming dead? 
 

¥ Overing, Joanna ÒDeath and the loss of civilized predation among the Piaroa of the Orinoco 
Basin, L'Homme, , Special Issue, ÒLa remontée de l'Amazone: Anthropologie et histoire des 
sociétiés amazoniennesÓ, 126-28, avr  déc, 1993, XXXIII (24), pp.191-212. 

¥ Taylor, A-C ÒRemembering to Forget: identity, memory and mourning among the JivaroÓ Man, 
28:653-78, 1993.  

¥ Vilaca, Aparecida ÒChristians without Faith: Some aspects of the conversion of the WariÕ (Pakaa 
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Nova)Ó Ethnos, 62(1-2):201-215, 1997.  
¥ Viveiros de Castro, Chapter 9 ÒBeings of BecomingÓ in From the Enemy's Point of View.  
 

9:  TIME AND TIMES 
Most indigenous Amazonian peoples posit a former world which is narrated in myth. What are the 
properties of such mythic times, and how do they relate to nowadays times and peoples?  
 

¥ Hugh-Jones, S. ÒThe Gun and The Bow: Myths of White Men and IndiansÓ LÕHomme 106-7, 
pp.138-55, 1988. 
or 

¥ Hugh-Jones, S. ÒWaribi and the white men: history and myth in northwest AmazoniaÓ, in E. 
Tonkin, M. Macdonald, and M. Chapman (eds) History and Ethnicity pp53-70, 1989. 

¥ Bidou, P. ÒOn Incest and Death: A Myth of the Tatuyo Indians of Northwest AmazoniaÓ in 
Michel Izard and Pierre Smith (eds.) Between Belief and Transgression: Structuralist Essays in 
Religion, History and Myth, Chicago: The University of Chicago Press.1982  

¥ Basso, E. Chapter 3 ÒMyth as an Explanatory ModeÓ from A Musical View of the Universe: 
Kalapalo Myth and Ritual Performance.  Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, pp37-
62, 1985.  

¥ Gow, Peter, Chapter 3 ÒMyths and MythopoeisisÓ from An Amazonian Myth and Its History, 
OUP, 2001. 

¥ Roe, Peter G.  The Cosmic Zygote: Cosmology in the Amazon Basin New Brunswick, Rutgers 
University Press, 1982. 

¥ Roe, Peter G. ÒThe Josho Nahuanbo Are All Wet and Undercooked: Shipibo Views of the 
Whiteman and the Incas in Myth, Legend and HistoryÓ, in Hill  (ed.), pp. 106135, 1988. 

¥ Gow, P ÒCould Sangama Read? The Origin of Writing among the Piro of Eastern PeruÓ, History 
and Anthropology, No. 5: 87-103, 1990. 

 

10:  DUALISM AND OTHERS 
Self and other is a key theme in recent ethnography and analysis of indigenous Amazonian 
societies. Levi-Strauss has recently argued that such a duality gives indigenous Amazonian 
socieities their dynamic caste. How does this elucidate indigenous Amazonian modes of being in 
history? 
 

¥ Levi-Strauss, C., Chapter 19, ÒThe Bipartite Ideology of the AmerindiansÓ from The Story of 
Lynx, pp. 225-242, 1995.  

¥ Lave, J. ÒCycles and Trends in Krikati Naming PracticeÓ in D. Maybury-Lewis (ed) Dialectical 
Societies: The Ge and Bororo of Central Brazil, Cambridge, Mass. and London: Harvard 
University Press, pp 16-44, 1979. 

¥ Townsley, ÒThe Outside Overwhelms: Yaminahua Dual Organization and its declineÓ in H. Skar 
and F. Salomon, Natives and Neighbours in South America: Anthropological Essays.  

 
11:  HISTORY FROM THE INSIDE 
How have indigenous Amazonian people inhabited time, and in particular the colonial situations in 
which they have found themselves? How does a perspective from indigenous peopleÕs own 
understandings of social life help us beyond what Hugh Brody called Ôrepressive pessimismÕ. 
 

¥ Gow, P ÒÔEx-CocamaÕ: Transforming Identities in Peruvian AmazoniaÓ to appear in Carlos 
Fausto and Michael Heckenberger (eds) Time Matters. (xerox) 

¥ Taylor, A-C ÒSick of HistoryÓ to appear in Carlos Fausto and Michael Heckenberger (eds) Time 
Matters. (xerox) 

¥ Gow, P. ÒRiver People: Shamanism and History in Western AmazoniaÓ, in Caroline Humphrey 
and Nicholas Thomas (eds) Shamanism, History and the State, pp. 90-113, Ann Arbor, 
University of Michigan Press, 1994. 
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SPECIFIC ETHNOGRAPHIES  
Students on the course should also endeavour to familiarize themselves with at least two specific 
ethnographic cases. In addition to the books mentioned at the beginning, the following are excellent 
case studies.  
 
¥ Maybury-Lewis, D. Akwe-Shavante Society 
¥ Riviere, P Marriage among the Trio 
¥ Kaplan, J. Overing, The Piaroa 
¥ Harner, M. The Jivaro: People of the Sacred Waterfall 
¥ Murphy, Y and R. Murphy Women of the Forest, New York, Columbia University Press, 1974. 
¥ Crocker, Christopher J.Vital Souls: Bororo Cosmology, Natural Symbolism and Shamanism, Tucson: 

University of Arizona Press, 1985. 
¥ Goldman, Irving The Cubeo: Indians of the Northwest Amazon, Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 

1963. 
¥ Gregor, Thomas Mehinaku: The Drama of Daily Life in a Brazilian Indian Village, Chicago and London: 

University of Chicago Press, 1977. 
¥ Gregor, Thomas Anxious Pleasures: The Sexual Lives of Amazonian People, Chicago and London: 

University of Chicago Press, 1985. 
¥ Gow, P. Of Mixed Blood: Kinship and History in Peruvian Amazonia 
¥ Hugh-Jones, S. The Palm and the Pleiades:Initiation and Cosmology in Northwest Amazonia, Cambridge: 

Cambridge University Press, 1979. 
¥ Hugh-Jones, C. From the Milk River: Spatial and Temporal Processes in Northwest Amazonia, 

Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1979. 
¥ Siskind, Janet 1973 To Hunt in the Morning, London, Oxford and New York: Oxford University Press. 
¥ Seeger, Anthony 1981 Nature and Society in Central Brazil: The Suy‡ Indians of Mato Grosso, 

Cambridge, Mass. 
¥ Belaunde Olschewski, Luisa Elvira. ÒGender, commensality and community among the Airo-Pai of West 

Amazonia (Secoya, Western-Tukanoan speaking).Ó Doutorado, London School of Economics, 1992. 
¥ Whitten, Norman 
¥ Sacha Runa: Ethnicity and Adaptation of Ecuadorian Jungle Quichua, Urbana: University of Illinois 

Press, 1976. 
¥ Cultural Transformations and Ethnicity in Modern Ecuador, Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 1981. 
¥ Sicuanga Runa: The Other Side of Development in Amazonian Ecuador, Urbana: University of Illinois 

Press, 1985. 
¥ Thomas, David J. Order without Government: The Society of the Pemon Indians of Venezuela, Urbana, 

1982. 
¥ Rosengren, Dan In the Eyes of the Beholders: headmanship and the social construction of power and 

dominance among the Matsigenka of the Peruvian Amazon Gotesborg: Gotesborg Etnografiska Museum 
(Etnologiska Studier 39), 1987. 

¥ Reichel-Dolmatoff, Geraldo, Amazonian Cosmos: The Sexual and Religious Symbolism of the Tukano 
Indians, Chicago, 1971. 

¥ Santos Granero, Fernando, The Power of Love 
¥ MacCallum, Cecilia Gender, Personhood and Social Organization amongst the Cashinahua of Western 

Amazonia, Doctoral Dissertation, University of London, 1989. 
¥ Luna, Luis Eduardo Vegetalismo: Shamanism among the Mestizo Population of the Peruvian Amazon, 

Stockholm Studies in Comparative Religion 27, Stockholm, 1986. 
¥ Kracke, Waud H. Force and Persuasion: Leadership in an Amazonian Society, Chicago: University of 

Chicago Press, 1978. 
¥ Caiuby Novaes, Sylvia. The Play of Mirrors: The Presentation of the Self as mirror by the other, 1997. 

F2520.I.B75 N93 
¥ Viveiros de Castro, E. From the EnemyÕs Point of View: Humanity and Divinity in an Amazonian 

Society,  Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1992. 
¥ Jackson, Jean E. The Fish People: Linguistic Exogamy and Tukanoan Identity in Northwest Amazonia, 

Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1983. 
¥ Clastres, Pierre. Society against the State: The leader as servant and the human uses of power among the 

Indians of the Americas, Oxford, 1977. 
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SA4861  ETHNOGRAPHY OF FIELDWORK   
   Dr Adam Reed (ader) 

 
Semester:      2     Credits:  30 
 
Teaching:    2 hours per week 
  
Class Hour:  Thursdays  2 Ð 4pm   
 
Venue:   Departmental Seminar Room 
 
Course assessment: One Assessed essay of 3000 words = 50%  due 4pm Monday 26th April 
   One 3 Hour Examination = 50% 
 
 
This course aims to re-engage with the history of anthropology by considering the relationships 
between reported experiences and practices of fieldwork and the development of anthropological 
knowledge. It treats the anthropologist in the field as its chief ethnographic subject. Through 
readings of published memoirs, anthropological monographs and histories of the discipline, we 
examine fieldwork as a culture of research and of being-in-the-world. This means examining the 
links between fieldwork as a mode of knowledge generation and fieldwork as a mode of mundane 
living. As well as considering the practice or ÔworkÕ of research, we will study anthropologistsÕ 
appreciations of landscape and the importance assigned to activities such as fiction reading, letter 
writing, smoking and listening to music in the field. This includes exploring the notion of fieldwork 
as a mode of exile. Finally, we will examine when and how anthropologists know that 
anthropological knowledge or insight has been generated. The hope is that we will learn to reflect 
upon what kind of knowing subject anthropologists claim to be and how that knowledge is acquired 
[nb: this is not a methods course]. 
 
TOPICS WILL INCLUDE : 
 
1) Introduction: history of anthropology 
History of anthropology is primarily concerned to provide intellectual biographies of individual 
anthropologists or a history of anthropological ideas. Attention falls on breaks or transitions 
between different traditions of anthropological theory [evolutionist & diffusionist ideas, 
functionalism, structural functionalism, structuralism, post-structuralism etc.] and on the history of 
the academic institution. While it is important to develop an understanding of these historical 
movements, the history of anthropology sometimes suffers from a failure to examine the nature of 
anthropology as a mode of cultured & historical action. It also perhaps fails to explore the particular 
subjectivities or personhoods attributed to anthropologists and what they do. In this first lecture, we 
provide an overview of the history of anthropology and discuss the trajectory this course will 
follow. 
 
2) Fieldwork: scientific endeavour & ethnographerÕs magic  
One lived practice or concentrated experience- fieldwork- lies at the centre of social and cultural 
anthropology; in this respect, anthropology is quite distinct and separate from other social sciences 
and humanities. In the history of anthropology, fieldwork emerges as the defining method and 
activity of anthropology (its principles first established and laid out by Malinowski). In this lecture, 
we begin to explore the history and origins of this practice. This includes examining what kind of 
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cultured activity fieldwork is for anthropologists and what kind of ethnographic subject [Ôthe 
fieldworkerÕ] it produces. What does the anthropologist hope to achieve by conducting fieldwork?  
 
3) Fieldwork: deliberate exile & homesickness  
In this lecture, we explore a central claim of the fieldworker: that the success of fieldwork relies on 
a willed act of self-isolation or exile. It is only by first cutting oneself off from known or familiar 
society that the anthropologist can attain the state and knowledge he or she desires. As well as 
examining the arguments behind this claim, we begin to look at the perceived outcomes and costs of 
this deliberate alienation [early anthropologists commonly describe fieldwork as a mode of 
ÔincarcerationÕ]. In particular, we examine the commonly reported complaint of loneliness or 
homesickness. Can homesickness be seen as part of the method of anthropology? 
 
4) Anthropologist as heroic traveller  
Here we explore the self-presentation [& popular image] of the anthropologist as heroic traveller. 
As well as engaging in a radical form of dwelling [fieldwork], the anthropologist is seen to be a 
figure who travels great distances to reach his or her field site [often overcoming considerable 
obstacles and trials along the way]. Indeed, anthropological memoirs of fieldwork are full of these 
travel accounts [far more so than conventional ethnography]; the journey to the site of fieldwork 
can be a vital part of the transformative experience. In this lecture, we also examine the myths of 
arrival and departure [this includes the common talk among returning fieldworkers about 
readjusting to home life] that govern anthropological writing and the importance of historical shifts 
in modes of transportation.  
 
5) The ÔworkÕ of fieldwork: anthropologist as agent:  
In this lecture, we examine what anthropologists claim they do during fieldwork and what for them 
composes ÔworkÕ. As well as looking at technologies such as the survey, note-taking, genealogical 
method, interview, observation and listening, we look at the kinds of questions anthropologists 
thought they should be asking and the kinds of things they heard that they thought they should note 
down. We will also look at the routine of work as described in fieldwork memoirs and the perceived 
challenges of participant observation and interpretation; this will include a look at notions of 
morality and duty of work, the guilt associated with idleness. How do anthropologists define 
ÔindustriousnessÕ and what do they include/exclude from the category ÔfieldworkÕ? We shall also 
consider the common presentation of fieldwork as monotonous and repetitive. 
 
6) Hyper-stimulation: anthropologist as subject who is acted upon  
As well as being a clearly marked actor in the field, anthropologists commonly present themselves 
as subjects who are regularly acted upon. Memoirs, letters and ethnography are full of individualÕs 
accounts of first impressions and the stimuli of fieldwork. Anthropologists report feeling inspired 
by the landscapes and seascapes, by the quality of light; they report the impact of the climate and 
sensual effect of ÔnativeÕ life. This can create feelings of euphoria, but also stimuli-overload and 
exhaustion. In this lecture, we examine more closely some of these narratives. 
 
7) Crisis in the field: loss of autonomy & privacy 
In addition to hyper-stimulation, anthropologists often report moments of personal crisis during 
fieldwork. The complaint is that fieldwork induces a loss of selfhood; individuals find themselves 
unsure of their boundaries, of who and what kind of persons they are. In part, this is a consequence 
of the willed act of imaginative transference [trying to occupy the worldview of the ÔnativeÕ]. But it 
is also a result of the demands that they perceive ÔnativesÕ place upon them: the obligations of 
indigenous sociability, communication in a foreign language and the marked lack of privacy of 
village or hamlet life. We also look at claims to self-transformation [in particular, claims centred on 
a transformation of gendered state]. 
 



 56 

8) Technologies of escape  
In this lecture, we begin to flesh out the dynamics of mundane living during fieldwork. The focus is 
upon the strategies anthropologist develop to relieve the strains and crises of fieldwork. We 
examine how the ÔworkÕ of fieldwork becomes a means of combating perceived loss of agency and 
feelings of homesickness. Anthropologists escape to the company of Ôwhite menÕ or fellow 
expatriates. They recreate privacy through retreating into the space of their tent or house, or even 
their bed. Anthropologists also place great importance on diary writing and letter writing: receiving 
letters from family and friends written in English. This attempt to escape appears as a central motif 
of everyday living in the field. 
 
9) Smoking: technology 1  
In this lecture, we explore in more depth one particular technology of escape: cigarette smoking. 
Smoking appears as a regular feature of everyday living during fieldwork: memoirs and 
ethnographic accounts are full of casual references to the act. We examine the temporality of 
smoking and the kinds of relief it provides the fieldworker. We also examine the smoking habits of 
the peoples under study and the role smoking and the exchange of tobacco plays in establishing 
good relations and gaining access to knowledge. Smoking emerges as a major technology of 
fieldwork and tobacco as a major artefact. 
 
10) Fiction reading: technology 2  
Here we explore another technology of escape: reading novels in the field. Like smoking, fiction 
reading appears to have a central place in the mundane living of fieldwork. Obscured from 
ethnographic accounts, its importance only emerges from the memoirs and letters of fieldwork. But 
reading literature plays a vital role in the management of stimuli and the assertion of privacy; like 
smoking, it also introduces its own peculiar temporality into fieldwork. In addition, books are 
another significant artefact of fieldwork: fieldworkers expend much energy gathering books to read 
and using them to animate their living spaces.  
 
11) Soundscapes of the field  
Here we examine a further aspect of the reported fieldwork experience: the sensual experience of 
soundscapes. The whole notion of fieldwork [Ôparticipant observationÕ] tends to be dominated by 
visual metaphors, but memoirs and letters also stress the aural impact of fieldwork. Anthropologists 
are struck by the ÔnaturalÕ and manufactured sounds of the environment they enter [the birds calls of 
the forest, the beat of ritual drums etc.]. In addition, they talk about the importance of recorded 
sound: we shall look at the impact for anthropologists and their subjects of the gramophone 
[another importance artefact of early fieldwork] and following that of the tape recorder.  
 
12) Conclusion: moments of revelation 
In this final lecture, we will look at the moments when fieldworkers claim to experience insight or 
epiphany. Attention will focus on the revelation of connection or the perception of gaps in 
knowledge and upon the whole reported process by which anthropological knowledge is gained. 
This will include looking at the importance of illness during fieldwork and other events report to 
spark insight such as the death of ÔnativeÕ subjects or reported ÔincidentsÕ [BatesonÕs development 
of film & Levi -StraussÕs balloon episode]. Finally, we will offer a concluding overview of the 
course. 
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SECTION FOUR 
 

HINTS ON WRITING ESSAYS, REPORTS AND DISSERTATIONS 
 

GOOD PRACTICE IN ESSAY AND DISSERTATION WRITING  
 
Please note the following key points: 
 
1. Essays should be typed and submitted via MMS (https://www.st-andrews.ac.uk/mms/) 
 
2. Essays should be properly referenced, especially direct quotations from books and articles, and 

a bibliography should be attached.  The bibliography should only contain items that have been 
specifically referred to in the text.  We strongly recommend that you follow the system used in 
the journal, Journal of the Royal Anthropological Institute.  Consult your 
lecturer/tutor/supervisor if in doubt . 

 
3. PLAGIARISM .  You will lose marks if you copy out passages from books or articles and 

pass them off as your own words (i.e. brief passages are permitted provided they are put 
in inverted commas and the author and page reference is added).  You will also lose 
marks if you copy another student's essay.  Flagrant offences will lead to zero marks for 
the assessment. 

 
4. ACADEMIC MISCONDUCT .  The University defines academic misconduct as including, 

among other things, the presentation of material as oneÕs own when it is not oneÕs own; the 
presentation of material whose origin is academically inappropriate; and inappropriate 
behaviour in an examination or class test.  It includes any work that is submitted for informal 
feedback and evaluation.  

The University will use all available means to detect academic misconduct including the use 
of Turnitin plagiarism detection software.  Academic misconduct is completely unacceptable in 
this University and will be treated severely.  Repeated offences will lead to expulsion from the 
University.  The University Code is published at  
http://foi.st-andrews.ac.uk/PublicationScheme/servlet/core.generator.gblobserv?id=1030 

 
DETAILED ADVICE  
 
1. Writing an essay or report is an exercise in the handling of ideas.  It is not the mere 

transcription of long and irrelevant passages from textbooks.  To gain a pass mark, an essay or 
report must show evidence of hard thinking (ideally, original thinking) on the student's part. 

 
2. When a lecturer sets you an essay or report he or she is explicitly or implicitly asking you a 

question.  Above all else your aim should be to discern what that question is and to answer it.  
You should give it a cursory answer in the first paragraph (introduction), thus sketching your 
plan of attack.  Then in the body of the essay or report you should give it a detailed answer, 
disposing in turn of all the points that it has raised.  And at the end (conclusion) you should 
give it another answer, i.e. a summary of your detailed answer.    

 Note If the question has more than one part you should dedicate equal attention to each one. 
 
3. An essay or report must be based on a sound knowledge of the subject it deals with.  This 

means that you must read.  If you are tempted to answer any question off the top of your head, 
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or entirely from your own personal experience or general knowledge, you are asking for 
trouble. 

 
4. Make brief notes as you read, and record the page references.  Don't waste time by copying out 

long quotations.  Go for the ideas and arrange these on paper.  Some people find that arranging 
ideas in diagrams and tables makes them easier to remember and use than verbal passages.  
You will find it easier to do this if you keep certain questions in mind:  What is the author 
driving at?  What is the argument?  Does it apply only to a particular society, or are generalised 
propositions being made?  How well do the examples used fit the argument?  Where are the 
weaknesses?  Also think about the wider implications of an argument.  Copy the actual words 
only if they say something much more aptly than you could say yourself.  It is a good plan to 
write notes on the content of your reading in blue and your own comments on them in red.  
There is another aspect of your reading which should go hand in hand with the assessment of 
any one item:  you should compare what you have read in different books and articles.  Test 
what one author proposed against evidence from other societies:  what do the different 
approaches lend to one another?  In this way you should begin to see the value (and the 
problems) of comparison and learn that writers disagree and write contradictory things, and that 
all printed matter is not indisputable just because it lies between hard covers. 

 
 Note that as well as showing evidence of reading of set texts, good answers link the essay topic 

back to material given in lectures or tutorials.  You can also gain marks by including additional 
reading, providing it is clear from your essay that you have actually read it! 

 
5. Don't then sit down and write the essay or report.  Plan it first.  Give it a beginning, a middle, 

and an ending.  Much of the information you will have collected will have to be rejected 
because it isn't relevant.  Don't be tempted to   include anything that hasn't a direct bearing on 
the problem expressed in the title of the essay or report. 

  
 Note that in the introductory paragraph it is a good idea to make it absolutely clear to the reader 

exactly what you understand by certain crucial concepts you will be discussing in the essay - 
these concepts will probably be those which appear in the essay title.  Define these concepts if 
you think there may be any ambiguity about them. 

 
 Note also that when you give examples to illustrate a point be careful not to lose track of the 

argument.  Examples are intended to illustrate a general (usually more abstract) point; they are 
not a substitute for making this point. 

 
6. When you finally start on the essay or report, please remember these points: 
 

(a) Leave wide margins and a space at the end for comments.  Any work that is illegible, 
obviously too long or too short, or lacking margins and a space at the end will be returned 
for re-writing.  Essays should be typed, preferably on one side of the paper and double-
spaced. 

 
(b) Append a bibliography giving details of the material you have read and cited in the essay.  

Arrange it alphabetically by author and by dates of publication.  Look at the Journal of the 
Royal Anthropological Institute as an example of the style of presenting a bibliography. 

 
N.B. In the body of the essay or report, whenever you have occasion to support a statement by 

reference to a book or article, give in brackets the name of the author and date.  To 
acknowledge a quotation or a particular observation, the exact page number should be 
added.  For example, 
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 'Shortly after the publication of The Andaman Islanders, Radcliffe-Brown drew attention to the 

importance of the mother's brother (Radcliffe-Brown 1924).  What kindled his interest in the 
South African material was the pseudo-historical interpretation of Henri Junod (Radcliffe-
Brown 1952: 15) ...........' 

 
 If you are not sure how to do this, look in the journal Journal of the Royal Anthropological 

Institute or some monograph in the library to get an idea of how this is done.  Alternatively, 
footnote your references.  Note that if you simply copy a writer's words into your essay 
without acknowledgement you will lose marks, and could even receive a zero mark. 

 
7. Footnotes should be placed either at the foot of each page, or all together at the end.  If on each 

page, they should be numbered consecutively from the beginning of each chapter, e.g. 1-22.  If 
placed all together at the end, they should be numbered consecutively throughout the whole 
research project, e.g. 1-103, in which case do not start renumbering for each chapter. 

 
8. Footnote references in the text should be clearly designated by means of superior figures, 

placed after punctuation, e.g. 
  ................the exhibition. 10 
 
9. Underlining (or italics) should include titles of books and periodical publications, and technical 

terms or phrases not in the language of the essay, (e.g. urigubu, gimwali). 
 
10. Italicize:  ibid., idem.,  op.cit., loc.cit., and passim. 
 
11. Single inverted commas should be placed at the beginning and end of quotations, with double 

inverted commas for quotes-within-quotes. 
 
12. If quotations are longer than six typed lines they should be indented, in which case inverted 

commas are not needed. 
 
13. PLEASE TRY TO AVOID GENDER-SPECIFIC LANGUAGE.  Don't write he/him when you 

could be referring to a woman!  You can avoid this problem by using plurals (they/them). 
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GUIDE TO  PRESENTATION OF DISSERTATION  
 

1. See instructions under SA4098 and SA4099  

2.  The Project must be submitted electronically via MMS (https://www.st-andrews.ac.uk/mms/). But 
we also require one bound hard copy of the dissertation, typewritten and double-spaced on one 
side of A4 paper (or its nearest equivalent) only, on sheets of good quality paper and numbered 
consecutively. Leave a margin of about 25-30mm down the left-hand side and a head margin of 
20mm. 

3. The Project should be submitted by 4pm on Monday 8th February 2010. 

4. Photographs may be made, at your expense, by the University Reprographic Services. 

5. The cover includes your name and a brief title only. 

6. Title page should include the following:  University of St. Andrews, Department of Social 
Anthropology (plus cognate subject in the case of joint research project), Library-based 
Dissertation or Primary research-based Dissertation, year, title, author's name, and total word 
count. 

7. A table of contents should follow the title-page.  This should list the chapters or sections 
numbered consecutively and the page locations.  If there are tables and figures in the body of 
the text these should likewise be listed. 

8. A synopsis, which should not exceed 300 words, should be included after the list of contents, 
tables and figures and preceding the text of the project. 

 

 

APPENDIX 1 
FIELDWORK :  ETHICS AND PERSONAL SAFETY  

 
Fieldwork is not a compulsory part of the Honours course.  However, if, during their summer 
vacation, students record interesting ethnographic information on their own initiative, they may be 
able to incorporate this into their undergraduate research project.  In these circumstances the 
Department cannot be responsible for a student's health and safety during the period away, but it is 
obviously sensible that someone intending to journey to any particular part of the world for any 
purpose whatever consults in advance a lecturer who knows the area.  All research proposals will be 
reviewed with a view to safety concerns, and advice will be given by the Department.  The 
Department will, however, provide a general letter of introduction to students who intend to journey 
abroad, which will basically amount to a character reference.  They should secure this from 
DepartmentÕs Director of Teaching. 
 
Part of the Honours Research Training in SA3506 is a consideration of ethical issues connected 
with field research.  All fieldwork projects require ethical approval prior to the research being 
carried out, and the procedures to acquire this approval are dealt with as part of our Honours 
research training in SA3506. 


